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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Spurgeon and Keller quotes 

Context  

Exegesis   

Luke 4:14–30 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out 

through all the surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 

to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

  to proclaim good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

  and recovering of sight to the blind, 

  to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in 

the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.” And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from 

his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to 

me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your 

hometown as well.’” And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. But in 

truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up 

three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of 

them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were many 

lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the 



Syrian.” When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up and 

drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that 

they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their midst, he went away. (ESV) 

Today’s main point: Religiously prideful people are blinded by their own self-

righteousness to the point that they refuse to bow down and submit to the absolute 

authority of Jesus as Lord. 

1. Familiarity breeds contempt. This has been scientifically proven. 1 

 People believe that finding new friends will be rewarding and they believe they will 

“like” them, but,  

 The more people know about their new friends the more traits they discover they 

don’t like and  

 In Jesus’ case he was the hometown, well-known, local boy everybody knew by name. 

So why didn’t they like him more than they did?  
o Even his own brothers who grew up with him did not like him – they did not 

believe him (like Joseph). But  
o Others who were spiritually hungry and desperate loved him and believed him 

when he told them who he was. Remember the Samaritans in Sychar?  

2. Familiarity on top of insults brings more than contempt, it brings out rage. 

 Go back to the two stories. The widow at Zarephath would not have obeyed Elijah’s 

demand if she had a full pantry and a 3 month supply of bread. She would have 

depended on the pantry for her survival. Naaman would not have obeyed Elisha and 

dipped in the Jordan 7 times unless a servant told him he had nothing to lose. This is 

the point of Jesus telling of the two stories. The insult was the impression Jesus implied 

they were not desperate enough to come to him in faith. They had all they needed.  

 Listen to the words also of Psalm 107:10-22. Can you see how these people would be 

offended? They are not going to compare themselves to the desperate in Psalm 107 or 

Isaiah 61. 

 Worse yet, this local boy was claiming to be the Messiah who was going to take the 

message of salvation and kingdom admittance to Gentiles! What a horrible insult.  

 Move ahead 21 centuries. If people are sick we have doctors. If people are having 

trouble coping they see a counselor. If people are feeling guilty they talk to friends who 

tell them everyone does it. Just like the Nazarenes, there is no need of a Savior today 

since we are really not that bad off, nothing so serious that we can’t fix ourselves. 

 What about church-goers today?  Are we that much different than the people of 

Nazareth?  Listen to these creeds. Do they cause a person to reflect on the wickedness 

of their own hearts? No! But so much of the time church-goers feel they are on their 

way to heaven because they agree with these creeds and can almost recite them by 

memory. 

                                                           
1 https://www.spring.org.uk/2008/05/why-familiarity-really-does-breed.php 



Application 

1. Are we guilty of doing the same because of our pride?  What about during our prayer 

times, do you hold back something personal because you care too much about what 

people think of you? 

2. Are you getting too familiar with the words about Jesus and less in love with the real 

Jesus?  There is no need for familiarity to breed contempt for Jesus since there is no 

trait in him that is undesirable. 

3. The best way to avoid being a Nazarene is to be a Samaritan or a Berean. Recognize 

your daily need for Christ, refuse to white-wash over even the smallest sins. Find you joy 

in his abundant grace.  

  


