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Chapter Six 
Sermon #6 

September 28, 2014 
Was Jesus a Socialist or a Capitalist? 

What God’s Word Says About Economic Systems 
 

 As I write this chapter it is fall and the leaves are falling off the trees and the weather is 
turning colder.  If you were visiting me right this moment, I would have a job for you to do and 
an experiment.  Here’s the experiment: I want all the boys to pick up a rake and start raking 
leaves.  I will give each boy $20 if he can finish the yard before supper time.  Start raking.  Girls, 
you can go play and have fun and ride the horses.  So far so good right?  There is no problem or 
unfairness here is there?  The girls get to play while the boys get to work, but the girls don’t get 
a dime for playing and the boys get $20 richer for raking a few leaves.  It’s a good deal all around 
isn’t it?   
 
 But at dinner time when I promised to pay each boy their $20 for a job well done, I hand 
each one of you a ten dollar bill and two ones.  You will look at me very strangely indeed won’t 
you?  But wait it only gets worse.  I take the eight dollars I did not give each boy and give those 
hard earned eight dollars to the girls, eight to each from each boy and they smile and say thank 
you. Now you are not looking at me strangely, you are looking at me with anger.  Why are you 
angry?   Did I not tell you in advance that the economic rules of socialism reign on my 10 acres?  
That’s right.  I’m Mr. Government and I decide what you get to keep of what you earn and take 
from what you earn and give it to someone else who didn’t work as hard as you or didn’t work 
at all since I know better how to spend your money and it is only fair that everyone gets the 
exact same amount or as close to it as possible.   
 
 Now are we ready for phase two of my experiment?  Let’s do this all over again 
tomorrow. I’ll give each boy $20 for raking leaves all day long and at dinner time I’ll pay you for 
your hard work.  What do you think will happen next?  Here’s my guess.  I don’t think I will get 
any takers from the boys or if I do, I don’t think any of you will work very hard at the task 
because you know that at the end of the day, I will be taking 40% of your hard earned money 
and give it to the girls, won’t I?  Well boys, this is a simple lesson in the economics of socialism 
or communism, which communism is essentially no different except communism is a higher and 
more totalitarian form of socialism controlling even the freedom to choose what occupation 
each person is allowed to pursue.    
 
 Are you ready for phase three of my experiment?  This one both boys and girls get to 
work.  At the beginning of the day I promise to pay each person a dollar for every garbage bag 
they can stuff full of leaves.  Make sure to keep your piles separate so that we can pay each 
person for only that which they did during the day.  And, I promise, at the end of the day, I will 
not deduct any taxes for social security, or for Medicare, or for the IRS, or to give to the girls; 
you get to keep every penny of what you earned.  O.K.?   
 
 What do you think will happen today?  Do you think every boy will work their hardest to 
see who gets to keep more?  Do you think the boys will compete with the girls to see which 
team is faster and more efficient? Do you think that maybe even the boys might get a system 



2 

 

organized where they co-operate with one another with one raking and picking up while the 
other holds the bag and makes it easier to dump the leaves?  Do you think the girls might go and 
get the Cub Cadet with its leaf catcher and collect leaves the easy way by renting it from me for 
6 dollars a day?   And just how quickly do you think the yard will get cleaned up using our new 
system?  Will it take all day? Or will there still be time for horse-back riding and four-wheeling? I 
think you know the answers.  This last system is called Capitalism, or more precisely a Free-
Market economy.  
 
 Your experiment in a free market economy proved to you that capitalism is a better 
system, as long as no one cheats, and it works best because of a mechanism called incentivism.  
That’s not actually a word but the idea is that people in a Capitalist system have incentives to 
work hard, be creative, co-operate to be more efficient, and they do all this because they get to 
keep what they earned and get paid for what they produce.  
 
 Now if William Bradford knew all of this when he organized the Pilgrims at Plymouth 
Rock he would never have tried socialism first.  The Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, (hopefully 
you knew this from your history lessons) and immediately set out to make a settlement.  They 
made a communal garden and asked everyone to work real hard at keeping the weeds out and 
watering the plants and everyone knew that at the end of the season at harvest time, everyone 
would get an equal share in the produce to keep them through the winter.  The actual 
philosophy that was to be followed was this “each produced according to his ability and each 
received according to his needs”.  That’s a quote from Karl Marx describing communalism or 
socialism and hopefully you have read about him as well.  Guess what? They nearly starved to 
death.  Two years later and after half the colonists died of starvation and disease, Governor 
Bradford got smart and divided the garden into family plots and each family was responsible for 
their own weeding and tilling and watering.  Guess what happened? They were incentivized to 
work harder than the year before because they knew that what they individually produced 
would be theirs to keep over the following winter.    
 
 So, we Americans should say concerning socialism, we’ve been there, done that and it 
didn’t work. Unfortunately we don’t learn from our failures and now in America, we are 
becoming a socialist nation again and by the time you read this we might be entirely a socialist 
nation.  At the moment, we are a mixture of capitalism and socialism with the government 
taking more and more control over what we make and distributing that to others through 
welfare programs and environmental regulations and especially Obamacare which is an attempt 
to nationalize our nation’s healthcare system which by edict removes personal choices over an 
individual’s own healthcare decisions. I pray this system of socialized medicine will be long 
forgotten when you read this.   
 
 I bet you didn’t think the Bible had anything at all to say about capitalism versus 
socialism did you?  You’d be wrong. It says a lot. Let’s start with where we are in the Book of 
Proverbs. Here is what Proverbs 3:27-28 says, “Do not withhold good from those to whom it is 
due, when it is in your power to do it. Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come again, 
tomorrow I will give it”—when you have it with you. God knew that there would always be 
inequities in our communities.  He knew that some would have more and others would have 
less.  He knew that some would get sick and not be able to plant their gardens and harvest their 
crops. He knew that others would be widowed and have no husband to provide food for their 
family. So, what was God’s solution to these inequities?  Socialism would say that an all-
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powerful government needs to step in and tax heavily enough so that these inequalities are 
lessened. God’s word says something totally different.  First of all we see that kindness and 
sharing is a free choice.  Solomon tells us not to withhold what we have from those who need it. 
There you have it. Biblical welfare is based on the free choice of those who have, to give 
generously to their neighbors who are in need.  Who best to know the needs of people than 
neighbors, especially if they are being neighborly.  If it is the individual’s choice to share what is 
in his cupboard then is stands to reason that he owns what is in his cupboard.  Therefore the 
Bible here and in other places affirms a limited concept of private property, and when I say 
limited I mean that ultimately it is God that owns the Wheaties in our cupboard and He gave it 
to us graciously to use for fueling our bodies or to give away to fuel other people’s bodies. On 
the other hand, nowhere does the Bible say that government is the ultimate owner of your 
property and that is why our founding fathers put within the Declaration of Independence the 
phrase: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness”.   The phrase, “pursuit of happiness” was meant to describe our 
right to own and keep and develop property. The right to have private property came from 
God’s word and is not given to us by the government.  It is also implied in the Ten 
Commandments. Commandment number eight, “You shall not steal” would make no sense 
otherwise.  Stealing from someone else implies they own whatever it is you are stealing. It is 
also implied in Genesis 1:28 where God says, And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” So, God made the world, therefore He owns the world, but gives mankind authority over 
the earth to have dominion over it as a steward or manager of it.  Two more verses in Proverbs 
clearly teach that we are to respect private property. (Proverbs 22:28 ESV) saysDo not move 
the ancient landmark that your fathers have set.  And, (Proverbs 23:10 ESV) Do not move an 
ancient landmark or enter the fields of the fatherless,  
 
 So the Wheaties you have in your cupboard are yours, right? Well not so fast. They 
belong to your starving neighbor as well. Did you read that verse closely? Read it again. It says, 
“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due.” This means that the Wheaties in your 
cupboard really belong to your neighbor because he is sick and can’t work and God gave you 
twice as many Wheaties as you need so that you could be generous and kind. So the extra box 
really isn’t yours it belongs to your neighbor. But, if he came into your house without asking, 
and took the box off your shelf and brought it back home to his house to eat, he would be 
stealing.  So, it’s yours in one sense, but it’s his in another. Confused yet? Look at it this way.  
You’ve been blessed.  You have enough in your paycheck to buy two boxes of Wheaties and as 
you go through the checkout line at the grocery store, God whispers to you, “Give the extra box 
to your neighbor who couldn’t afford to buy his own this week because he’s ill and didn’t get 
paid.” Since God owns it and told you what to do with it, it now really belongs to your neighbor.  
But God did not say to your neighbor in the still small voice he normally uses, “Your neighbor 
friend is buying two boxes of Wheaties today and one of them is yours.” See, he has no 
knowledge of the extra box and for whom it was intended to be given. Therefore it is still yours 
to give and his to receive. 
 
 This is how welfare used to work in or country.  We took care of our neighbors.  If a man 
broke his leg trying to put out a fire in his barn and the whole place burned up, the community 
would rally around and have a barn raising party and assist in getting his crop in and out while 
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he recovered.  The Amish community operates this way today without any governmental 
interference, just the way they like it. 
 The economist Walter Williams has said that there is really only two ways to exchange 
goods.  There is the peaceful means of exchange and the violent means of exchange.1 As I 
shared above about welfare, giving what you have is a peaceful means of exchange, since it is 
your property to decide whether or not you want to give it away.  All of the biblical instruction 
about taking care of the poor is based on the capitalist system of private property and the 
peaceful means of exchange. Here are a few more examples:  
(Proverbs 19:17 ESV)   Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay 
him for his deed. And, 
(Proverbs 14:31 ESV)  Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is 
generous to the needy honors him. And, 
(Deuteronomy 15:7-11 ESV) “If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any 
of your towns within your land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden 
your heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, but you shall open your hand to him 
and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. Take care lest there be an unworthy 
thought in your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and your 
eye look grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to the LORD 
against you, and you be guilty of sin. You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be 
grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your 
work and in all that you undertake. For there will never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and 
to the poor, in your land.’  
 
 The socialist system, on the other hand, requires a violent means of exchange. It works 
like this, “unless you give me what I want from you, I will hurt you (i.e. imprisonment for failure 
to pay your welfare taxes etc.).   
 
 At this point in my instruction, it might be helpful for you to give you a clear definition of 
what capitalism or a free market system is.  Many Christians and teachers will distort what 
capitalism is by giving you a caricature of capitalism, not its true definition.  They will say it is evil 
because it is motivated by greed.  No, the bottom line of capitalism is the peaceful means of 
exchange mention above.  I will give you this, if you will give me that and we both win. That is 
capitalism or the other phrase I like better, a free market, at its core.   
 
 Here is a helpful definition from Ronald Nash. “Capitalism should be thought of as a 
system of voluntary relationships within a framework of laws which protect peoples' rights 
against force, fraud, theft, and violations of contracts. "Thou shalt not steal" and "Thou shalt 
not lie" are part of the underlying moral constraints of the system. Economic exchanges can 
hardly be voluntary if one participant is coerced, deceived, defrauded, or robbed.”2 
 
 So, according to this definition of capitalism or a free market, capitalism is not 
inherently evil if everyone voluntarily exchanges their goods without getting cheated by false 
scales or false promises, something that Solomon and other passages of Scripture clearly say is 
evil and must be punished. 

                                                 
1 http://www.summit.org/resources/essays/socialism-capitalism-and-the-bible/ 
2 Ibid. 
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 I have shown you that a free market economy is biblical by showing you it is based on 
the right to own private property and the right to exchange private property without the threat 
of fraud or force.  Now I want to go one step further and show that a free market economy is 
biblical because of how God made us.  He made us in His image.  This means that God has given 
us an intellect to use, emotions with which to feel and a will to use to make decisions.  He has 
given us these along with skills, talents and abilities along with internal desires that direct our 
choices and eventually our careers and vocations.  To illustrate, think about this passage in 
Exodus. 
(Exodus 31:1-6 ESV)  The LORD said to Moses, “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of 
Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability 
and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in 
gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every 
craft. And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of 
Dan. And I have given to all able men ability, that they may make all that I have commanded 
you:  
 Bezalel and Oholiab were not the only ones in Israel who had unique talents, they were 
simply the ones who excelled the most in those areas and were used by God to organize others 
to create beautiful craftsmanship out of their talents. What if Bezalel were instructed by Moses 
instead to shepherd goats or scrub floors? What a waste of talent.  In a socialist system, there 
needs to be a government agency that decides what resources to put where and in the end 
human resources will be used as they decide to use them without regard to the God-given skills 
and talents each person has. That means that people who are happy being plumbers may end 
up in medical school and the people who should have gone to medical school end up being 
plumbers. The free market system allows for God to be God and to sovereignly decide how 
many doctors a society needs by gifting those individuals with a passion for science and 
medicine.   What’s your passion?  If you lived in a communist country you would be told what 
you are going to do with your life.  That doesn’t sound like the freedom God has given us. 
 
 Remember that phrase in the Declaration of Independence, that all men are endowed 
by their Creator with the rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness? I’ve talked about the 
pursuit of happiness, which is the right to own and develop private property, and hinted at the 
second right which is liberty. Only a free market system gives a person the liberty to choose 
what they want to do in life.  The question is, is that biblical? If our freedoms to live where we 
want, do what we want to do for a living, have as many children as we can, is denied us, do we 
have a biblical right to rebel against those restrictions? Were the founding fathers biblically 
justified for writing a declaration of independence against Great Britain?  
 
 Many Christian scholars today would say that they were wrong for opposing the rule of 
Britain on the colony. But is that really what God meant when He said through the Apostle Paul 
in Romans 13:1-2 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will 
incur judgment.”  It would seem according to some Bible scholars that we shouldn’t oppose any 
law that a government places upon its citizens.  But then, are we really free as God has made 
us? What if that government were evil and imposed evil laws upon us? What then? The next 
verse in Romans says “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.” (Romans 13:3a 
ESV) Our founding fathers believed they were obeying God’s commands to abide under a 
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government of law that protected its law-abiding citizens, but when a government became just 
the opposite and made laws that were evil and against God’s laws of freedom and liberty, they 
were no longer obligated to submit to that wicked government but had the freedom to establish 
their own new government that would be what God wanted it to be, a terror to bad behavior 
and not a terror to good behavior. As I write this our country is approaching a new crisis similar 
to the one we faced in 1776.  Our government today is quickly becoming more corrupt and anti-
God in its policies. We are quickly replacing God’s system of free enterprise and free market 
with a system of controlled economics called socialism. We are enforcing politically correct 
speech on campuses and in public forums, drowning out the voice of God from the public 
marketplace of ideas and views. We have a small window of time to awaken the public 
conscience and get back our nation.  I do not believe it will happen at the ballot box.  It must 
only be a massive movement back to God in a grass roots effort of evangelism.  People must 
first surrender to the Lordship of Christ, not just to God, because that is very confusing but to 
God and His Son Jesus Christ, apart from which there is no hope of eternal and temporal 
salvation.   
 
 My dear children, if you are reading this and you are already in a time where it is illegal 
to speak about Jesus to a stranger or bring him up in a cafeteria at school without being 
punished and if you are already being groomed to take your place in society as a worker bee 
without regard to your God given talents and desires, then it may already be too late to do 
anything about your freedoms.  Go underground children, like the Christians in China or Sudan 
have to do.  Take your Christian faith seriously and hold on to your only hope which is your trust 
in Jesus your Savior being sovereign over all things, even corrupt human governments and 
power hungry leaders. Meet in private with other Christians you can trust and if caught, take 
your punishment with faith that your Heavenly Father will never leave you nor forsake you.  I 
may be still here when you read this, but most likely I will not. I feel that my voice of truth will 
get me in great trouble some day and I will no longer be able to roam freely as I can now.  I will 
be in trouble for writing and speaking the things you are reading. There was once a movie called 
Matrix.  See if you can find it somewhere. I don’t approve of the violence for sure, but the 
concept of living in a make believe world is spot on accurate.  The only real world is the world 
we can’t see with our eyes but receive by faith.  I take great courage in this passage of Scripture 
in Hebrews 11: I hope you do too. These all died in faith, not having received the things 
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that 
they were strangers and exiles on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13 ESV) But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared for them a city. (Hebrews 11:16 ESV) 


