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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: Did you know that Jesus and Paul hate legalism and have the sharpest criticism for 

legalists? SO many of our churches today are full of Pharisees who are always looking over people’s 

shoulders to see if they can catch them in any manmade rule violation.  Here’s what Paul says in  

Colossians 2:20–23  [20] If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were 

still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations—[21] “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch” 

[22] (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according to human precepts and teachings? 

[23] These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and 

severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. (ESV) 

Context 

Exegesis 

Principles from Today’s passage: 

1. You and I will never reach anyone for Christ unless we venture out into the world and 

into our discomfort zones. And he needed to pass through Samaria. He came therefore 

to a city of Samaria called Sychar, 

 Statistics: 1 out of 5 non-Christians in North America doesn’t know any Christians!1 

 Somewhere we have been taught that it is not spiritual to have non-Christian friends. 

 Let’s do an experiment. Let me take you with me to the VFW bar. What do you feel at the 

entrance? Are you hesitant to go in? Do you feel that someone may see you going in and 

your reputation will be ruined and labeled as an alcoholic? How can we reach non-believers 

if we never go where they are?  Starting with your neighbor. 

 If Jesus can sit with a “dirty adulteress” and not fear being tarnished you can join me at any 

bar in town to befriend hurting people. 

2. You and I will never reach non-Christians if we treat them as projects and care little about their 

personal lives. Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband and come back here.” The woman 

answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “Well did you say, ‘I have no husband’ 

for you have had five husbands, and he whom you have now is not your husband. This you have 

                                                           
1 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2013/august-web-only/non-christians-who-dont-know-christians.html 



spoken truly.”  

 Letter from a non-Christian mother. 

3. If we are not enjoying the Living Water Jesus offers through the Spirit, how can we show 

others that drinking from broken cisterns will never satisfy? They have to see it to 

believe it.  Jeremiah 2:13 for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken 

me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns 

that can hold no water. (ESV) 

 What an image. All that work to dig a big hole in the ground, all that investment of time and 

energy only to have the rain water drain out the bottom. 

 And what does that water look like after a few days? 

 Check your pocketbook. What cistern are you paying for that will rust out, wear out, or 

leave you wanting more and more but getting less and less.  

 When we prefer success, money, wealth, power, love, the earth, comfort, convenience, 

family, or anything else over the pleasures of God, we are committing evil. To use the 

imagery of the fountain, any person who does not have a taste for the enjoyment of Christ 

will not go to heaven. 

 


