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Theme verse: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Introduction: What are obstacles to worship that churches put in the way of newbie 

worshipers?  Are there rituals like sit down stand up kneel genuflect rules? What about 

churches that require sport coat and ties for men and long dresses for women?  What 

about churches that require KJV only? Are there obstacles that we put in front of want 

to be worshipers? Probably the closest we can come to this scene today might be 

churches that have Starbucks and Caribou in their own commons and no partition 

between the noise of loud conversations and laughter in that area from the zone 

dedicated to worship so that people who are trying to worship can’t. This is what made 

Jesus so angry in John 2 when he cleansed the temple in Jerusalem.  

John 2: 13-22 

Exegesis 

How to “See” Jesus as the only gateway to true worship of God the Father. 

1. Jesus is the Son of the Father who owns the house (Temple) of worship.  “My Father’s 

house”. Malachi 3:1–4 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 

before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of 

hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they 

will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. (ESV)  

Zechariah 14:21  And every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be holy to the LORD of 

hosts, so that all who sacrifice may come and take of them and boil the meat of the 

sacrifice in them. And there shall no longer be a trader in the house of the LORD of hosts 

on that day. (ESV) and Psalm 69:9 For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the 

reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. (ESV) 

 Imagine walking into your parent’s or grandparent’s house and finding that drug users 



have taken over the entire house as squatters pushing your loved ones to a back 

bedroom. Wouldn’t you automatically be filled with righteous anger and do something 

about it? 

 This outburst of anger is in itself a sign to the Jews. The Son has arrived and he is chasing 

out the squatters. 

2. Jesus is the only “True Temple” where the only access to God can be found.  Acts 4:11–

12 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (ESV) 

 Since we are “in Christ” at salvation we have become individual stones in that 

New Temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16–17 Do you not know that you are God's temple 

and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 

destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. (ESV) 

 The main way to see Jesus and become a part of that new Temple is through 

Temple Stones revealing the glory of the Master Himself. Romans 10:14–15 How 

then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (ESV)  

 All cults who teach that Jesus is not divine are bringing people into false temples 

leading them to worship a false god and to eternal destruction.  

3. When Jesus “invited” the authorities to destroy the temple of His body (later he was 

falsely accused at his trial that he would destroy the temple – a capital offense) he 

promised them the sign that he would raise it up again in three days, proving his divinity 

and trustworthiness to be the true gateway to God. 

4. By discerning a spurious (incomplete) faith of the crowds Jesus reveals His ability to read 

into men’s hearts, a feat only God can do.  Jeremiah 17:10 “I the LORD search the heart 

and test the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his 

deeds.” (ESV)  

 No matter how many times a worship chorus says, “Jesus I love you” tantric 

mantras and repetitions do not produce true faith.  Let’s talk about true faith. . . 

Why does this matter to you. . .  

 The world is sick of fake Christianity. They want the real thing. They need to see Jesus in 

you and they need you to speak of Jesus to them. Next week I will share a method that Josh 

McDowell said “Why didn’t I think of this”.    

 In the meantime, the Scriptures teach that many will trip and stumble over Jesus the 

Cornerstone. They will. But let’s not them trip and stumble over us the little stones in His 

temple. During communion in our second hour I will ask you to privately confess how you might 

be causing people to trip over you.  


