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Chapter Four 
Sermon #4 

September 14, 2014 
 

God Is Your Best Friend, 
Honor Him and He Will Honor You 

 
 You won’t know what I’m talking about when I refer to a comic strip character called 
Charlie Brown since the cartoonist, Charles Schulz passed away in 2000, long before your time. 
But, the cartoon strip was probably the most famous cartoon strip in the history of newspaper 
cartoons and was the first one I read when I got ahold of the Sunday paper, something you are 
also probably unfamiliar with by now. Anyway, the most famous and most repeated episode in 
the comic strip was called the football gag. It first appeared in 1951 when Violet (another comic 
strip character) held the ball for Charlie Brown to kick.  After that it was always Lucy who held 
the ball so Charlie Brown could kick it like he was attempting to kick a field goal and win the 
game, but every time Charlie approached the ball, Lucy would snatch the ball up from the 
ground, Charlie would kick as hard as he could at nothing but air, do a flip off his feet and land 
on the ground, humiliated once more, every year for 50 years running. You would think that 
after two or three times Charlie would get the message that Lucy, and Violet before her, 
couldn’t be trusted to hold the ball until Charlie actually got a chance to kick it through the goal 
posts.  Yet fifty times later they were still snatching the ball away from Charlie’s foot and causing 
Charlie to fall flat on his back once more humiliated in front of the whole team. 
 
 Do you have friends like Lucy or Violet?  Friends that can’t be trusted? Friends that 
promised you they would meet you at the mall at a certain time but when you got there you 
realized they had called each other up and met at a different mall or at a different time and had 
a good time without you? Friends that promised you that they would let you play shortstop next 
game but when a new kid shows up who is taller and stronger than you is given the thumbs up 
to take your coveted spot and you get benched the whole game?  Do you have friends like that?  
Dump them! You don’t need them, do you? Not really.  Charlie Brown was a loser, but he was 
also an optimist.  Every year for 50 years he thought this will be the year when I get to kick the 
ball.  I don’t want you hanging around with friends who can’t be trusted and who will make you 
feel like losers when in fact you are not.  No one is a loser who chooses to live their lives for the 
glory of God and that is my hope and prayer for each one of you. 
 
 But here’s the problem.  Who can you trust? There are so many people out there who 
say they want to be your friend but in reality all they want is to get something from you and to 
use you for their own purposes.  Trust me.  I’ve had friends like that in my life.  At first, I thought 
they were really there for me, but years later and thousands of wasted dollars later, I discovered 
that they wanted to use me.  When I finally refused to do what they firmly demanded that I do, 
their friendship, if it ever was one, was over.  They were gone and went looking for others to 
use. So, I’m not very good at giving you advice about looking for the right things in other people 
to tell you that they are trustworthy, except to say that over time, the trustworthy ones will be 
there for you and won’t walk away. 
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 And, that is true for a person who loves you more than me, or your parents.  I don’t like 
to refer to Him as God because that is too formal for you and me.  He actually prefers the title of 
Heavenly Father, and that is the way Jesus instructed us to call upon Him. Remember the Lord’s 
prayer?  It says, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your Name.”  Your heavenly Father is a 
person who loves you more than you can possibly imagine and as far as trustworthiness goes, I 
intend to help you in this chapter to trust His trustworthiness.  It may take some convincing, but 
I think if we approach this with wisdom and openness we will succeed in discovering that unlike 
many of your friends, your Heavenly Father is supremely trustworthy. 
 

Let’s get started.    
 
 Proverbs 3: 1-4 says, “My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my 

commandments, for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast 
love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 
So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.” 
 

 Have you found yourselves acting like your mom or dad yet?  When you say something 
in sarcasm or tell a funny joke, did you do it just the way your mom and dad would have said it?  
Think about it for a bit.  When I look at myself in the mirror, I see my father.  He had the same 
features I have except he had dark hair and I have blonde.  But that’s not the only thing 
physically I inherited.  I find myself walking just like he walked and saying, “That’s good” just like 
he said it a million times to me and my brothers and sisters.  Now this can be a good thing 
providing you are picking up on their positive and admirable qualities and eliminating from your 
behavior their not-so-good behaviors.   
 
 But what’s even better, according to these verses, is to pick up our Heavenly Father’s 
characteristics. Solomon tells his son, meaning sons and daughters, to not let steadfast love and 
faithfulness forsake them. Now bear with me a little here because this may get a tiny bit 
technical.  The word “steadfast love” in the Bible is the Hebrew word Hesed.  That doesn’t mean 
much to you but if you connect that word to the name of a bird called a stork, then it might help 
you to remember this marvelous trait of our Heavenly Father we are to imitate amongst 
ourselves.  You see the Hebrew word for steadfast love and the Hebrew word for stork comes 
from the same root word.  It is impossible to translate simply but maybe a story of an actual 
account of what one stork did to protect its young will help you understand the word Hesed.  
There was a town set on fire by an invading army and a mother stork knew her young hatchlings 
were in danger of being burned along with the houses in the town.  She tried again and again to 
move them to safer ground but failed each time. She could not move them to safety so instead 
of leaving them to their own fate she covered them with her wings and perished with them in 
the fire.1 What she did for her young was what all storks would do for their young, that’s why 
kindness is her name in Hebrew. This is the kind of love your Heavenly Father has for you. 
Rather than give us up to suffer for the sins we have committed, he was willing to send His Son 
Jesus to die for us in our place so that we would not have to perish.  That is Hesed love.  It is 
sacrificial, it is willing to die for another, it is tough and very patient.  No matter how unloving 
we are to God, He is Hesed to us, and that is what Solomon is asking you to show to others, that 
same kind of ever-patient, ever-loving, always forgiving kind of commitment.  
 

                                                 
1 http://classic.net.bible.org/dictionary.php?word=Stork 
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 Your Heavenly Father is also faithful. Remember Lucy? She was unfaithful to Charlie 
Brown.  She kept promising each year to hold the football until he kicked it but she never lived 
up to her promises.  Unlike Lucy, your Heavenly Father never breaks a promise. He therefore is 
trustworthy.  You can count on Him. He will never leave you abandoned at the mall like your 
friends sometimes do when they think that you’re not cool enough to hang out with and they 
hook up with “cooler” kids without ever telling you.  Now when you don’t abandon your friends 
at the mall, but choose to be loyal to them even though they are the butt of other kids jokes, 
you are acting like your Heavenly Father.  He’s proud of you for that.  
 
 Solomon told his son to wear steadfast love and faithfulness around his throat, and to 
write those behaviors on his heart. That’s an Old Testament way of saying, “Keep these ideas so 
close to you that you will never forget to behave this way every day, all the time, and even when 
you don’t feel like doing it. In a way it’s much like my wedding ring. It reminds me every day as I 
twist it around my finger as a habit, that I pledged to be faithful to your grandmother every 
single day of our married life.  Here’s an idea that may work to help you do that.  Do you have a 
best friend?  I hope you do.  Why not ask that best friend to take something very important to 
you for safe keeping and you take something very important from them for safe keeping as 
constant reminders of your friendship.  For you girls, maybe you may want to buy a necklace or 
a bracelet and wear it as a sign of friendship and faithfulness and have your names engraved on 
a charm.  For you boys maybe you want to trade a home run baseball or winning soccer ball that 
means a lot to you and to him and place it in your room as a constant reminder to be faithful 
and loving towards your friend.    Believe me, if you live life as a loyal friend, always keeping 
your promises as God keeps His, you will never be friendless and God will be pleased that you 
are imitating Him. 
 
 You may think that’s dumb. You may think that befriending those who are not in the 
“in” crowd is a stupid thing to do.  You probably may think it is a waste of time to love and 
befriend people who can’t pay you back. Perhaps you’re thinking that when it comes time to 
“fall in love” with the right person, (and boy is that a subject and phrase to be dealt with later), 
that the right girl or the right boy for you will think you are stupid for hanging out with “losers”. 
And therefore the chance of a lifetime of happiness with the perfect person to be your life 
partner will be gone forever!  That’s human wisdom, not God’s wisdom. Listen to what Solomon 
says in probably the most important verses in the whole book of Proverbs or at least the best 
known verses.  
 
    Proverbs 3: 5-8 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in 
your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment 
to your bones. 
 

 Do you know what leaning on your own understanding means? It means thinking that 
you can’t be happily married unless the girl you want to marry is home-coming queen material, 
or the boy you want to marry must look like Brad Pitt. O.K. you probably don’t know who he is 
but girls use to think he was hot stuff.  It means thinking that in order to graduate on time from 
high school or college you have to lower your moral standards just a little bit and go online to 
buy a pre-written term paper or put your name on a friends paper who got an A on it and went 
to a different school and therefore you know you’ll never get caught.  It means thinking that 
lying to your parents about where you are spending the night is O.K. because they aren’t 
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trusting you enough that you won’t smoke pot with friends at a party where joints are being 
passed from loser to loser.  
 
 Am I making my point?  That’s how your so-called friends think.  It’s human wisdom.  
Human wisdom says cheating is O.K. as long as you don’t make a habit of it.  Human wisdom 
says it is O.K. to bend the truth to your parents just a little as long as you don’t get caught or do 
it very often.  Human understanding says, look for outward beauty only in a person and ignore 
the inner qualities of humility and kindness and compassion. 
 
 The opposite of leaning on your own understanding is trusting in the Lord.  Did you 
notice the word LORD was in capital letters?  That’s because in our Bibles when you see LORD 
capitalized like that it is translating God’s proper name.  It is YAHWEH.  It means I AM. Can you 
think of a thousand wonderful adjectives like, goodness, kindness, tenderness, love, patience, 
and perhaps joyful? If you can come up with 994 more you will be just scratching the surface of 
all that God IS.  Then add the superlative “most” or “all” in front of every one of those words 
and now you are getting closer to describing what God means when He says His name is 
YAHWEH, or I AM, in English. 
 
 But what does it mean to trust in the LORD with all your heart?  It means to risk 
graduating from college on your time table because you can’t get your term paper in on time 
rather than plagiarizing one off the internet.  It means turning down a date with the hottest girl 
or the hottest guy because you know you are not ready to get emotionally involved at this stage 
of your life and besides the guy is sleazy and the girl is totally into herself. It means being honest 
with your parents about your whereabouts and listening to their advice about not putting 
yourself in harm’s way at a pot party where you might get pressured to just try it once.   
 
 Trusting in the LORD means listening and obeying every one of the Ten Commandments 
because God knows what’s best for you, you don’t. For example, when God says Thou shall not 
covet thy neighbor’s wife, he also means get your lusting eyes off his Corvette because you can’t 
afford the $1400 a month payment for a $79,000 sports car.  Trusting in the LORD also means 
obeying the hard truths taught by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount like “whoever slaps you on 
the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” By the way, that’s not about self-defense against 
burglars or criminals, it’s about not returning cutting remarks to the guy at school who is 
ridiculing you in class because of your faith. And it also means offering to take his extra shift at 
work for free so he can spend more time with his mom who is in hospice dying of lung cancer.  
 

It’s hard to make it much plainer than this. When Solomon says, “In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths” he is saying what I’ve just gotten done 
saying to you. In all your ways, means, in the way you treat others when they bad-mouth you, in 
the way you get your class work done without cheating or plagiarizing, in the way you speak 
about girls as young ladies and not as sex objects, and in the way you speak about boys as 
gentleman and not as potential gene providers for your future children. It’s in the way you talk 
to your parents with respect and courtesy instead of sarcasm and anger. In all your ways, 
acknowledge the way Jesus would handle the same situation and do it like he would. That’s 
what this means. And, as a general rule, but not always, God will make sure that in the end you 
won’t lose out.  “Making your paths straight” is an Old Testament way of saying he’s going to 
straighten your road of life to avoid the hairpin turns and keep you from falling off the cliff.  It 
means that if you do the right thing and turn in your own last minute term paper and get an F as 
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a result and you are late getting into post-graduate school, that God your loving Father will 
orchestrate the delay so as to make even better things happen during the delay, for your 
ultimate good.  Why will he do that?  Because He loves you more than you know, and in reality, 
God your Heavenly Father is Your Best Friend. 

 
There’s a hidden and subtle danger in what I just taught you however.  That danger is to 

take God for granted.  If you think God is like the mythical genie in a bottle and all you have to 
do is say some magic words or throw him a little nod now and then in terms of attempting to 
appease his moral standards, then think again.  He is not manipulated. He cannot be bribed. He 
has too much respect for Himself to be taken in by empty words and false promises.  So he 
challenges each one of us to prove our loyalty and love for Him.  He demands, yes that is a 
strong word, he demands proof of love. Just like a parent who isn’t taken in by a son or daughter 
who says “I’ll be home by 11, I promise” when they haven’t kept that curfew for the last 10 
outings, so God your Father is not about to turn over the keys to the family car to you either, if 
you keep showing him you can’t be trusted with what he has already given you. For example, he 
says: “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns 

will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” 
 

 What Your heavenly Father is saying when he makes Solomon write this is this: “How 
can you say you love me if you fail to tithe from your gross earnings and give it back to me?” 
God our Father has given us the ability, both physically and mentally to earn a living and to 
produce income.  Not only did he give us bodies and brains to earn a buck, he also gave us land 
to till, and seeds to plant and whether those seeds are literal hybrid corn seeds or figurative 
seeds of dollars invested in the stock market, they all belong to him.  He gives us 100% and asks 
for only 10% back, minimum.  And, he expects the firstfruits. Some church members used to ask 
me from which amount should they tithe the 10% of their earnings, the net income, after taxes 
and deductions or gross income?  Solomon tells us right here, it is tithe on your gross income, 
because he says Honor the Lord with your firstfruits, before you take the seeds out for next 
year’s planting, and before you pay off your loans.    

 
Once again Uncle Ray (Ortlund) has polished a gem here.  He says the NASV translates 

this verse better than the ESV.  The ESV says honor the LORD with your wealth, but a person 
could say, “I am doing that when I take my wife out for a date, see, I’m doing what God wants 
me to do with my money by treating my wife lovingly.”  No, the NASV says Honor the Lord from 
your wealth, in other words he expects a 10% cut from the 100% he gave you.2 

 
 Have your parents taught you yet how to tithe your income?  Best to learn now while 

giving 10% of your allowance of $20 a week is far easier than giving God $1,000 a month out of a 
$10,000 a month paycheck. But, if you start tithing now you will know by experience all the 
blessings that come with tithing when you are earning the $120,000 a year salary. The blessings 
God promises us in this passage are busting barns and bursting wine vats. “Really you say?  That 
sounds like a prosperity gospel to me.   If I give God 10%, he promises to make my business 
succeed and my IRA’s earn 30% per year? Sounds like a gimmick to me.” 

 
Of course that would be nothing but cold and formulaic worship if that was how this is 

to be taken.  But it’s not a formula, it is a relationship.  Your Heavenly Father is saying, if you 

                                                 
2 Ibid. page 69 
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love me, as you say you do, then it will be reflected in one of the simplest of all commands to 
keep.  If you love me you will tithe your income.  If you don’t you will worship yourself more 
than me. And, if your heart is truly in the right place and you joyfully tithe your income and you 
do it from your gross pay, then God says he will sovereignly bless His children abundantly.  Their 
crops won’t get hailed on and they won’t get blight or mildew and their yields will be bumper 
crops year after year.  Their tractors won’t break down as often as others and their acreage 
won’t flood nearly as badly as their neighbor’s and they will tend to sell their soybeans at the 
top of the market while their neighbors waited until the market bottomed out. Can God do all 
that?  If he’s the God who threw supernovas into our galaxies just for fun I think he’s able to 
whisper to His children when it is time to sell a few bushels of wheat because he knows exactly 
what the wheat harvest in Brazil will be in two weeks.   

 
Do you love God enough to tithe? He loves you enough to discipline you for your own 

good. I bet you weren’t expecting that answer were you? But love comes in many ways and one 
of the absolute best ways love can be shown to a child is in discipline.  The next verse says: My 

son, do not despise the LORD's discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom 

he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.   Remember how I told you in chapter 2 that a 
friend is someone who has the courage to be honest with you and tell you the truth?  Well God 
your Father has that ability and since he loves you more than anyone could or would and since 
he wants to see you be a success in every area of life, that means that he will correct your bad 
behavior before you get too far off track and make a giant mess of your life. In the end you will 
thank him that He did. 

 
How does this work you ask?  Just like an earthly father only perfectly in terms of 

severity and timeliness. When the girls were toying with the idea of lying, they heard this from 
both mom and dad.  “If we ever catch you in a lie, that means we cannot trust your word until 
you have regained our confidence again and that will take a long, long time. That means that we 
will believe the teacher before we will believe you and if you say, you didn’t do it at school, well 
why would you be believed?” That’s a reproof and it’s discipline. It is a natural result of the law 
of consequences.  In the day-to-day world, if we are caught lying, we lose our credibility. If we 
steal, we lose other’s trust. If we give away secrets, we lose the right to be a confidante. In the 
heaven-to-earth world where God your Father operates, he sees all, knows all, hears all and he 
even reads your thoughts and judges your motives.  So if something you didn’t want discovered 
gets discovered, well who do you think made that happen?  This is not bad, this is good.  Don’t 
get angry at God that he exposed your hidden secret, he wanted to get that out in the open so 
you would confess it, repent of it and get rid of it.   

 
So, if you have been hiding from God your loving Heavenly Father for whatever reason, 

and thinking to yourself that he’s mad at you and doesn’t even want to look at you, then please, 
don’t believe that lie. God cares deeply about you and if he is exposing your sin, it proves he 
loves you like a father loves a son. Tell him today as we finish this chapter that you desire to 
know him more intimately and love him like the Father He is to you.  
 
  


