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Introduction: Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they 

recognized that they had been with Jesus. (ESV) 

Shouldn’t we all be holy discontented with our present Christian lives and expect more 

miracles, more answered prayer, more victories over sin?   

Exegesis 

Principles to Grow From and Dangers to Avoid  

1. Genuine repentance always produces a changed life.  

a. The Jews publicly confessed their sins.  This guaranteed that they had to change. 

Now everyone knew and would be watching their lifestyle. 

b. Can we find ways and areas in our own lives that need omitting? 

c. Can we find areas in our lives that need committing? 

d. If the world could see that Christians take care of their own in remarkable ways, 

similar to the Amish, it would be noticed. Didn’t the early church practice this? If one 

of our own is working hard and suffers an injury and cannot make a couple of house 

payments will we step up? Will we help out with medical costs?  

 

2. This extraordinary lifestyle will remove the obstacles people have concerning being a 

follower of Jesus. This was John’s mission and so it is ours as well.  

a. Think about the pathway people must walk mentally and spiritually to get to Jesus.  

They must first overcome all kinds of stereotypes of Christians and there are many. 

 First among many is the hypocrite. 

 Next is the legalist whose standards Jesus did not follow. 

 Then there is the moralist who communicates that getting to heaven is by means of 

being moral. 

 Then they have to get past the media’s portrait of Christians as gay and lesbian 

haters. 

 Then they have to get past the lavish lifestyles of some famous health and wealth 

preachers that is extremely offensive to the non-believer. 

 Then they have to get past the ridiculous and out of date hairstyles of their wives 

and the layers of make-up plastered on their faces that makes them look like silly 



china dolls. 

   Then there is the opposite extreme where only ankle length skirts are acceptable 

for godly Christian women. 

 Then there is the hell-fire preaching they think they will have to listen to that is in 

KJV only language. 

 Then there is the pastor with wholly jeans and who works overtime trying to be as 

hip and current on pop culture as possible.  

b. John did not expect people to dress or eat like he did but his honest and open lifestyle 

of total integrity, simplicity and humility was extremely attractive to the disenchanted. 

Therefore we need to follow his example of integrity, simplicity and humility as well. 

 

3. Having removed stereotypical obstacles we need to preach a good news gospel that 

includes bad news.  “You offspring of vipers, who forewarned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 

Dangers to Avoid 

1. When raising children in a godly home consider them all as pagans in need of 

conversion. Pharisees and Sadducees felt they were saved and on their way to heaven 

because of their holy club/family. 

2. Making repentance a matter of minor adjustments when God demands major 

modifications to our lifestyle:  “He that has two garments, let him share with him who has 

none; and let him who has food do likewise.”  Ideas to make that a reality in Alexandria: Jim 

Penny’s mom and Jim himself. 

3. Minimizing baptism as an incidental religious ritual. It matters. It is a marker. “I indeed 

baptize you in water for repentance; 

4. Minimizing the magnitude of Christ and his worthiness. coming after me is one mightier than I 1 

whose sandals I am not worthy to remove-2 whose sandal thong I am not fit to stoop down and 

untie!  Scene from the T.V. series the Crown where an African dignitary prostrated himself 

before young Queen Elizabeth to kiss her feet.  This is the kind of humility expected of us before 

our Lord and the dignity he deserves.   
a. Let’s stop taking his name in vain either directly or indirectly.  OMG. Geez,  

b. Let’s treat this house of worship with respect and care. 

c.  

 


