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Setting: The Judean wilderness, approximately 28 A.D. 

3Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesarc, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod 

being the tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea, and the region of Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias, tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came upon 

John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness.  1  In those days, 2 as it is written in the prophets,  

“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee,” (from 

Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1). 

2 John came 3into all the region around the Jordan 1 in the wilderness of Judea, 3 preaching a baptism 

of repentance unto remission of sins, 1 and saying, “repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” For 

this 1 John the Baptist 1 is he that was spoken of 3 in the book of utterances of the prophet Isaiah, 

saying, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, make his pathways 

straight! Every valley shall be filled up, and every mountain shall be brought low, and crooked 

paths shall be made straight, and the rough shall be made smooth; and all men shall see the 

salvation of God.’” 

 1 Now the same John wore raiment made of camel’s hair, with a girdle of leather about his loins, 

and he lived on locusts and honey. 

 Then went out to him, 2 they of Jerusalem, 1 and all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan, 

and on confessing their sins they were baptized by him in the Jordan. But when he saw 3 the crowds-1 

many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 3 coming out to be baptized by him, he said therefore 1 to them, 

“You offspring of vipers, who forewarned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore 

fruits that belong to repentance! And think not to say among yourselves that ‘we have Abraham as our 

father.’ For I say to you that even from these stones God can raise up children unto Abraham! And even 

now the ax is ready at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is being 

hewn down and cast into the fire.” 

 3 So the crowds were asking him, “What then shall we do?” And he answering said to them, “He 

that has two garments, let him share with him who has none; and let him who has food do likewise.” 

                                                           
a The numbers 1-4 in the text above indicate the respective Gospel writers, 1 being Matthew, 2 being Mark, 3 
being Luke and 4 being John.  
b This Harmony is a one of a kind harmony of the four gospels and goes by the title above and is published by 
Western Baptist Seminary Press in 1969, 1971, and 1973 
c Luke speaks here of Tiberius’ 15th year as Caesar, and this would properly date from the death of Caesar Augustus 
in August of A.D. 14. The fifteenth year thus began in A.D. 28 placing Jesus’ baptism in that same fall or winter and 
the first Passover of His ministry in the spring of A.D. 29.    



And publicansd also came to be baptized, and said to him “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to 

them “Exact no more than is appointed you.” And soldiers also were asking “and what shall we do?” And 

he said to them, “Take no money by violence, nor accuse men falsely; and be content with your wages.” 

 Then with the people in expectation and all debating in their hearts whether John were the 

Messiah or not, John answered them all 2 and proclaimed to them, saying, 1 “I indeed baptize you in 

water for repentance; but 2 coming after me is one mightier than I 1 whose sandals I am not worthy to 

remove-2 whose sandal thong I am not fit to stoop down and untie! 3 He will baptize you in the Holy 

Spirit and in fire; whose winnowing fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean his threshing floor, 

and gather his wheat into the granary but burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Thus with many 

exhortations he was preaching good news to the people.  

                                                           
d The term tax collectors is not here used , as it is misleading. The tax collector of our day bears no resemblance to 
the publican of the Gospels, who, though a Jew, was employed by the Roman conquerors and often took 
advantage of his own countrymen for his own enrichment. 


