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Chapter Three 
Sermon #3 

September 7, 2014 
 

You Can’t Fix Stupid 
 

 I just got done looking at Facebook pictures Jenn posted about summertime in Alex at 
the farm.  Luke was driving the Power Wheels Polaris 4 wheeler that was given to us as a gift 
and Brin was busy feeding the horses their treats by the fistful. Wyatt was perched in between 
Brin and Luke on top of Cheyenne as Grandma (Nana) Pati led Cheyenne around the trees with 
all three grandkids riding bareback and barefoot.  Maybe that will be the last time we get all 
three of you up together on one horse since each of you grandkids are growing as fast as the 
weeds in my garden.  
 
 Those pictures are far more meaningful than just capturing memories.  What they reveal 
is a family that is truly at peace with one another.  Those pictures reveal a family that is in love 
with each other and enjoys each other and as far as eternal matters are concerned, we have it 
all.  Of course the cars in the background are old and the barn could use a new paint job, and if 
you look closely at the siding on the house it is weathered and worn.  If you caught a glimpse of 
the boat in the background you would also see a bruised and scratched up boat that is the 
object of some people’s scorn but to us it is an inexpensive way to hear you scream with delight 
as we make you hang on to the handles of the tube with white knuckles taking you on scarier 
rides than can be found at Valley Fair. 
 
 What I am trying to say is, according to the world’s view of happiness and success, we 
would be measured mediocre at best since our net worth is nothing at all to brag about. But, if 
we were to measure our happiness according to eternal values those pictures reveal true joy, 
true success, and true living.  I do not have to look far down the street to see the opposite. 
There are homes where wives have had to go the hospital for bruises and cuts sustained in an 
ugly marital fight.  There are homes where the children must be volleyed back and forth 
between mom and dad since mom and dad don’t know how to get along and live with each 
other harmoniously as a family. I hear laughter in their voices, but when they crawl up on the 
running board of the Suburban to visit with me through the window, I can see in their eyes the 
pain that is deeply hidden behind the façade of their giggles.  
 
 The contrast between one house and the next is a contrast of joy versus heartache, true 
and genuine happiness versus self-seeking pleasure, and more importantly a home that is built 
on the foundation of biblical truths that will cause one family to be there for each other and for 
others when times get really bad versus the other that has already chosen not to be there for 
each other, long before times got even a little bit difficult.  One family is nearly destroyed while 
the other continues to build upon its firm foundation of love, commitment, godliness, and 
longevity. 
 
 The contrast is one that Solomon has also described for us in his book of wisdom.  He 
invites anyone who will hear, but especially his own children to listen to the voice of wisdom so 
that their lives will not be destroyed by the foolishness of bad decisions.  I have entitled this 
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chapter, You Can’t Fix Stupid” because it says it all in one simple phrase.  The stupid person is 
described as a fool in Solomon’s vernacular and according to him he simply never seems to learn 
from his mistakes, therefore, you can’t fix stupid. But it also means that when a person acts 
stupidly and makes very bad decisions, the harm they cause cannot be undone.  It can’t be fixed. 
The damage done by a cutting and vicious word cannot be undone. At least a knife wound can 
heal as long as it doesn’t damage a vital organ, but a cutting word that is knifed into a person’s 
heart cannot be healed with stitches or antibiotics. The mess people make of their families and 
marriages cannot be fixed easily and the hurt that is done to each other cannot be repaired with 
marital super glue.  The cracks will always remain even if the couple tries to re-assemble the 
smashed vase of their once happy marriage from the floor of life. 
 
 The book or Proverbs, and many individual proverbs in it, is a book of opposites or 
contrasts.  Many proverbs say a truth positively, and then the second half of that proverb says 
the same thing negatively. This is actually a feature of Hebrew poetry. Our poetry likes to make 
things rhyme and we like to make the end of one line sound like the end of the previous line.  
That doesn’t matter in Hebrew poetry. They like to say the same things twice, but usually from 
contrasting opposites. In Proverbs 1 & 2, Solomon is essentially talking about the dangers of 
rejecting God’s counsel and the blessings of heeding God’s counsel. In Proverbs 1, most of it is 
negative and in chapter 2 lots of the verses are positive.  
 
 So, with your permission, which you are giving by reading this book, let me help you 
understand the dangers of ignoring God’s counsel and the blessings of heeding it. We will start 
with the negative as we examine (Proverbs 1:20-33 ESV) 

Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets she raises her voice; at the head of the noisy 
streets she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:  

 
 I want you to imagine for a moment that you are at the Mall of America.  There are 
thousands of people around and you are at the food court. You are minding your own business 
eating your tacos and all of a sudden a woman stands up on the table next to yours and starts 
shouting at the top of her voice the words, “How long, O stupid people, will you love being 
stupid?” By now you have choked on your guacamole and sneezed through your nose a whole 
mouthful of Pepsi. You are wondering “what is this crazy woman doing yelling at everybody?” 
Perhaps she is the beginning of a flash mob.  That would be cool, but she keeps on talking or 
shouting actually and no one else joins her.  By now people have their smartphones out and are 
videotaping her and the manager of Little Tokyo has called 911 for security. You know she will 
have only a few more seconds to get her message out before the cops arrive so she is going to 
talk fast and she does.   
 
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
and fools hate knowledge? If you turn at my reproof, behold, I will pour out my spirit to you; I will make 
my words known to you. Because I have called and you refused to listen, have stretched out my hand 
and no one has heeded, because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, I 
also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when terror strikes you, when terror strikes you like a storm 
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. Then they will 
call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently but will not find me. Because they hated 
knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, would have none of my counsel and despised all 
my reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, and have their fill of their own devices. For 
the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them; but whoever 
listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster.” 
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 As soon as she got the word “disaster” out, the handcuffs were slapped on by an overly 
zealous cop and two security guards helped her off the table.  Everyone, and I mean everyone in 
the food court thought they witnessed a truly crazy woman go off on a maniacal rant and within 
seconds the whole scene was downloaded to YouTube and Facebook for millions more to see. 
But really, is she the crazy one? Or, is everyone else in the food court, including you, the crazy 
one, or more accurately the stupid one?  
 

Why did she call everyone stupid?  Well, she didn’t actually. She was shouting at 
perhaps 99% of everyone there who had failed to live life according to God’s instructions and 
therefore the title she gave fit them. These were people who had chosen to live life without God 
at the center. They had chosen rather to live life according to Cosmopolitan or according to 
People magazine.  These were girls who had decided to wear shorts that exposed far too much 
skin and leave little to a boy’s imagination.  These were boys who thought it was cool to wear 
pants without a belt and have their jeans hanging halfway down their buttocks revealing an ugly 
pair of undershorts no one really wanted to see. These were parents who let their kids wear 
these outfits because they never taught their children about modesty and the importance of 
valuing their bodies and persons as more than sex objects. These were mothers who had taken 
their girls to the doctor at age 13 to get her a prescription for birth control pills because heaven 
forbid she get pregnant and have an abortion like she did at age 14. These were fathers who had 
stuffed their son’s tuxedo pockets with devices to practice “safe sex” on prom night for the very 
same reasons.   

 
What was the woman’s name standing on the table?  Her name was Wisdom. She was 

speaking on behalf of God who named her that. She said some pretty harsh things as well.  No 
one would call her timid or sweet. Did you hear what she said? She said because you have ignored 

all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity. Wow, that 
wasn’t very nice. Why would anybody laugh at someone else’s misery? The answer to that is 
because she did everything she could to convince people to listen to her but when they got 
pregnant out of wedlock, or they ended up with a DUI on their record or worse when they had 
to get pulled out of a wreck they caused because they were drunk and saw their best friend 
dead on the side of the road as a result of their carelessness, it is too late.  Too late to have a do-
over.  That’s why Solomon said that she would laugh at them in derision because wisdom has no 
soul, she is a personification of a commodity.  That commodity is truth, the truth of God’s wise 
advice that was ignored and when a pregnant girl cries herself to sleep at night and remembers 
the truth told to her when she was younger by a girlfriend that abstinence is God’s plan for 
young girls, that truth was now mocking her in her tears. You see there is a heavy price to pay 
for rejecting God’s advice. For the girl in her tears, there is no going back.  To say, “If only I had 
listened” is a waste of breath.  Yet, she will in her agony think, “there’s gotta be a way out of 
this. There has to be something I can do to make all this go away”. And of course there is, but it 
is not the way of wisdom.  Here this girl is crying out for wisdom now when it is too late and 
what does wisdom say? Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently 

but will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, would 
have none of my counsel and despised all my reproof, therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, 

and have their fill of their own devices. What did I mean when I said there was another way, but it 
wasn’t the way of wisdom?  Listen to what Solomon says in (Proverbs 14:11-12 ESV) The house of 

the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish. There is a way that seems right to 

a man, but its end is the way to death.  The way that seems right to her boyfriend and her mother 
is the option of an abortion. That is the best of man’s wisdom in her situation. Kill the baby. It’s a 
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blob of tissue. It will mess up your life, get rid of it. There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
its end is the way of death. 

 

This is Solomon’s way of saying “you can’t fix stupid.” Fortunately, Solomon has a better 
way. It’s found in chapter 2. It is the way of seeking and pursuing wisdom with all your heart, 
before you mess up your life. Listen to what he says: 

 
(Proverbs 2 ESV)  My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with 

you, making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call out 
for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasures, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD 
gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice and watching over 
the way of his saints. Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path; 
for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will 
watch over you, understanding will guard you, delivering you from the way of evil, from men of 
perverted speech, who forsake the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, who rejoice in 
doing evil and delight in the perverseness of evil, men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in 
their ways. So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress with her smooth 
words, who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the covenant of her God; for her house 
sinks down to death, and her paths to the departed; none who go to her come back, nor do they regain 
the paths of life. So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. For the 
upright will inhabit the land, and those with integrity will remain in it, but the wicked will be cut off 
from the land, and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.  

 

This chapter tells us of the blessings or rewards of heeding God’s good advice.  They are 
many. Negatively speaking, the first blessing of all is that you won’t end up like the girl crying in 
her pillow considering an abortion and you won’t be the boy staring at the lifeless body of his 
friend being zippered up in a body bag and headed for the morgue. Isn’t that reward enough? 
Would be to me.   

 
Yet God in His graciousness to us gives us so much more than that. Let’s work our way 

through this text. 
 
First Solomon tells us we have to prioritize our pursuit of wisdom before we get any of 

its rewards. When Jenn and Joelle sat at the family dinner table in their teen years we spent a 
considerable time as a family talking about something I like to call an internal guidance system.  
That’s not the verbiage I used back then, but that’s exactly what it was.  It was an internal moral 
guidance system. I knew that there was no way just giving the girls strict and rigid rules, about 
drinking, and about sex, would do any good if they couldn’t see what those rules did for them 
and why those rules were good for them long term.  That is why I tried my best to paint pictures 
for them of the life they could have if they chose to live God’s way in all these matters.  So 
painting a picture of the “good life” was like offering them silver and gold just like Solomon says 
in this chapter.  We are to pursue wisdom like we would a fortune of cash.  What was that 
fortune for Jenn and Joelle?  Let me share a few.  For both it was starting married life without 
immoral baggage. The treasure of being able to offer themselves to their husbands on their 
wedding day the gift of being a virgin was a fantastic treasure.  They could say to their husbands, 
I have known only you. I have not known a dozen others to compare you with and I have kept 
myself only for you. That is huge. I don’t have time in this short space to discuss all that that 
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means, but I would highly encourage you to discuss this with your mom and dad and have them 
fill in the blanks.  

 
The treasures of virginity are abundant. Besides what I have already mentioned here are 

a few more: 1) Zero STD’s. 2) Respect for your body and person that you won’t have if you give it 
away to many who want you only for your body and nothing else, 3) A right to tell your children 
to wait just like you did, 4) A longer lasting marriage since statistics show that co-habiting 
couples and sexually active people have drastically shorter marriages than those who kept 
themselves pure, 5) A right relationship with God, since your body belongs to Him and not to 
you, he has told you how to use it for His glory not your personal pleasure 6) a reputation of 
being a slut is for others to have, not you and 7) A soaring self-esteem.  This is the short list, you 
and your parents can come up with more.  Can you see how each of these is a treasure in its 
own right? You can’t, at least not very well unless you put yourself in the shoes of the person 
who has none of these blessings and all of these curses.  Your friends who are sexually active 
will suffer the rest of their lives with painful and costly STD’s, they will lose their respect for 
themselves and the lustre of a pure radiant face will be gone, and they can never tell their 
children to abstain as they did, and if they tried they would be the ultimate hypocrite.  Your 
friend will probably get a divorce before their 10th anniversary and will end up trying to raise 
kids on their own with a delinquent father who won’t pay child support, and they will always live 
with the regret of giving themselves away to any fast talker who tried to make them feel guilty 
about not “loving” them enough to prove it by having pre-marital sex since that is the new 
definition of love.   

 
Treasure yourselves to such a degree that you want what is best for you according to 

God’s description of best, not Satan’s description.  He is a liar and sometimes he speaks through 
the sexy voice of a tall blonde muscular guy who will promise you anything if you just lower your 
standards just a little, just this time. 

 
Do yourselves a favor. Go back and read all of Proverbs 2 on your own and see if what I 

have just said rings true to what Solomon said there.  Did I talk about the sweet talking boy who 
will try to get you to do what you don’t want to do?  Sounds like verses 11-15 if you ask me.     

 
I haven’t had a chance to talk about the sweet-talking girl who will try to get you boys to 

do the same, but Solomon will. Listen to his advice in these verses again. (Proverbs 2:16-19 ESV) 

So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress with her smooth words, who 
forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the covenant of her God; for her house sinks down to 
death, and her paths to the departed; none who go to her come back, nor do they regain the paths of 
life.  

 
Ray Ortlund describes this situation in a book he wrote on Proverbs by clearly stating 

this woman is a churchgoing woman!  Now how did he get that idea? The passage says this 
woman forgot the covenant of her God which means she professed to love God and honor God. 
I like how Ray says it. “This is a churchgoing woman in view here. And she is offering you her 
love? Her husband means nothing to her, and she wants you involved?1 

 

                                                 
1 1 Ray Ortlund Jr. Preaching the Word commentary, Proverbs, Wisdom that Works pg. 57 
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Yeah right. She dumped her husband for you because you are what? More handsome, 
more loving, more caring, more sensitive?  Is that what she told you or will tell you?  Of course, 
and she will say that to the next guy after she dumps you and the next guy after she dumps him. 
That makes you and her other conquests real chumps, or losers with a capital “L”.   

 
Are you getting the idea?  The treasures you should be seeking is a better life than those 

who choose to throw their lives away with the consequences of an unplanned pregnancy, 
multiple STD’s, horrible reputations, child support, and the list goes on and on.  But, there is one 
treasure more, the best of all.  Solomon says it this way, (Proverbs 2:20-22 ESV) So you will walk in 

the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. For the upright will inhabit the land, and 
those with integrity will remain in it, but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the treacherous 
will be rooted out of it.  

 

The upright will inhabit the land.  In Solomon’s day that meant they will prosper 
physically since God promised faithful Israel that if they obeyed Him they would live long in the 
land. (Deuteronomy 5:33 ESV)  You shall walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded 

you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land that you 
shall possess.  

 
But we don’t live in Solomon’s day and Israel is not our place to live. So, does it mean 

something more than living long in the physical land between Jordan and Lebanon and Egypt? 
Yes it does. According to Ray Ortlund again, it means living in Christ, since “living in the land” is 
Old Testament code word for living and abiding in Christ.2   

 
Oh, how I want that for you, my grandchildren. To experience the absolute joy of living 

in and knowing Jesus Christ. The God-man who came to this earth and gave His life for us, and 
lived it out in front of His disciples and in front of the world and therefore in front of us through 
the written word. The sacrifice He made for us through His death for us, but also the pleasure of 
being able to be called His friends, and to be able to walk with Him day by day, in intimate 
communion and conversation knowing that all of our sins are washed away. This and that we 
have permanent fellowship with Him forever. The joy of “living in the land” is the joy of living “in 
Christ”.  

 
One final word from Solomon that sums it all up:  
 
(Proverbs 13:13-14 ESV)  Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself, but he who 

reveres the commandment will be rewarded. The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, that one may 
turn away from the snares of death.  

  
 
    

                                                 
2 Ibid. page 57 


