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Chapter Two 

Sermon #2 

August 31, 2014 
 

Be Very, Very Careful About the Friends You Choose 

 
 Jenn and Joelle probably remember this differently than I do, and their take on what 
happened may be different than mine but essentially the stories are the same; I kicked out a kid 
sitting in my basement for being disrespectful.  It was late, he was hanging out with one or both 
of the girls, and I told him to go home. He looked at me as if I was from Planet Ork (that was 
from an old sit-com called Mork and Mindy when T.V. shows really had class).  I’m kidding, it 
was a stupid show.   
 
 Anyway, he looked at me as if I was totally crazy. It wasn’t even midnight or 2 a.m. No 
father asks a guest to leave and go home until then. In his mind he had a right to occupy space 
in my home as long as the girls tolerated his presence. So he hesitated.  That was a mistake.  My 
next words were not so pleasant.   
 
 “No, it is time for you to go home, now. Thank you, here’s the door. Good-bye, and 
goodnight”. 
 
 There was also a time a young man came by uninvited to hang out with one of the girls.  
I knew this boy.  I did not like him either for good reasons. It was Joelle who informed me that 
she did want him hanging around. His car engine was not even lukewarm before I was shooing 
him back out the driveway and sending him on his way. 
 
 Why was I so rude to these innocent young men?  Because they were not innocent 
young men. I knew that if they were disrespectful to me and to Pati, they were not good boys to 
have hanging around my house influencing my girls towards activities that would lead them 
away from God.  You see I’m a firm believer in the Bible verse, found in 1 Corinthians 15:33 that 
says “Bad company ruins good morals”.  
 
 And, since I cared deeply about the future happiness of my girls, I risked having the 
reputation of being an intimidator.  I didn’t care if boys found me intimidating, and I wanted 
them to know I kept loaded guns in handy places.  And, I care about you.  I do not want your 
lives to be scarred by the fact that you got too close and too connected to so-called friends that 
were not really friends at all, but leeches who sucked the spiritual life right out of you before it 
was fully developed. 
 
 That is why this chapter is entitled “Be Very, Very Careful About the Friends you 
Choose.”  Why? Because next to your parents, they will have the greatest influence on your life 
for good or bad. And your friends don’t always have to be people.  If you spend more time 
listening to music or reading than you do socializing, then you have chosen to make a certain 
kind of music your friend, or a certain kind of magazine your friend, or a certain celebrity your 
friend, and they too will have an enormous influence on your life.  
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 You are probably going to ask me to define what a friend is and how close a person has 
to be to be considered a friend. It is helpful here to differentiate between acquaintances and 
friends.  You will have many acquaintances in any given period of your life, you may even have 
several friends that you spend some time with, but you will have only 3-4 close friends that you 
may consider to be “life-long” friends.  Those are the ones you can call up 10 years later and 
even though they live a thousand miles away, you still feel the same towards them as if you 
were having coffee together with them on your own back porch.  These are the friends I am 
most concerned about.  The others will affect you no doubt, but not nearly as much as these 
life-long friends.  The Bible speaks of them this way: (Proverbs 18:24 ESV)  “A man of many 
companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  

 

 That verse tells me to tell you that you needn’t worry too much about the first category 
of friends called acquaintances.  Over time, those people will forget you ever existed and in a 
crisis, none of them will come to your rescue.  I made it my goal in my junior and senior years in 
high school to memorize the names of everyone in my senior class and half the names of the 
juniors totaling approximately 1400 names.  I wanted to be popular.  I was.  I wanted to be the 
head of the student council. I was vice president. Today, I can’t remember hardly one of their 
names, and I don’t expect them to remember mine. It was a waste of time and energy. 
 
 But, if I had invested as much time in developing a few close relationships, I may have 
found one out of the 1400 to become a life-long friend who would have been to me a friend 
who was closer than a brother. My brother is eight years older than me and was never part of 
my life growing up.  He now lives in Tennessee and I only see him on Facebook.  Sad to say but I 
may not see him again unless we meet at someone’s funeral.   
 
 That doesn’t mean that your relationship with your siblings is inferior or less important 
than your relationships with other friends.  The Bible clearly says in Proverbs 17:17, that “A 
friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”  Jenn and Joelle, grew up having 
the typical sibling disputes and were tempted to let them get out of hand.  Pati wisely put an 
immediate stop to any name calling, warning the girls that whatever they said in cruelty to one 
another will never be forgotten, and they can never take it back.  “The world will attack each of 
you,” she warned, “but don’t you ever attack each other in that way.”  That early warning 
produced a closeness that still continues to this day and they will admit happily that they are the 
best of friends. 
 
 In your case, I am expecting the same even with your brother-sister relationships.   
 
 So, let’s talk about what to look for in a friend, those “life-long” friends I just referred to. 
Here is where the Bible is a remarkable resource and help.  Take its advice and you will be 
blessed. 
 
 The first thing to look for in a life-long friend is a wise friend. Proverbs 13:20 says, 
“Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.” 
You want a friend that will give you solid and good advice.  When a friend tells you to blast an 
acquaintance on Facebook or to lie about not being available to attend a party that a lonely girl 
or boy is hosting, they are giving you the advice of a fool.  You will be harmed by that advice.  
The truth will come out.  Your reputation will be injured.  Don’t listen to that person, in fact 
don’t hang out with that person if you can help it.  But, the person who tells you to be graciously 
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honest when a friend asks you about their ability to sing, draw, or act, and they are lousy at it, 
your friend is giving you wise advice.  The person asking you needs to know because they can’t 
see that they are off-key singers, or failing artists, or horrible and wooden thespians. The person 
telling you to be graciously honest knows that your friendship with that person will not be 
harmed in the long run if they hear the truth from you in a way that is not offensive.  In this 
case, learn to tell your friends that you think their gifts lie elsewhere and then tell them where 
you think those gifts are.  Give them a direction towards which to aim, don’t just shoot them 
down without any hope. 
 
 The next thing to look for in a friend is someone who values doing the right thing.  
Proverbs 12:26 says, “One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the 
wicked leads them astray.”  What I think Solomon means by that is find a person who is honest, 
who tells the truth, even if it hurts. Find a person who can’t be bribed by invitations to the 
popular person’s party if they will come without the unpopular friend.  Find a friend who will not 
rummage through someone else’s lost purse to see the private contents or someone else’s 
wallet, and especially lose that turkey of a friend if they decided to keep a finder’s fee from the 
cash inside without asking. 
 
 Solomon has a lot to say about such people.  Listen to these words from Proverbs 1:8-19  
“Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching, for they are 
a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. My son, if sinners entice you, do 
not consent. If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood; let us ambush the innocent 
without reason; like Sheol let us swallow them alive, and whole, like those who go down to 
the pit; we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses with plunder; throw in your lot 
among us; we will all have one purse”— my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back 
your foot from their paths, for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood. For in 
vain is a net spread in the sight of any bird, but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they 
set an ambush for their own lives. Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust 
gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.” 
 
 You may not be enlisted to join a gang of thieves like this illustration, but you will be 
asked to do similar things.  You will be asked to steal from people in ways you may not be 
aware.  If someone asks you to spread a piece of gossip about another person simply because 
that person got the lead part in the spring musical and your so-called friend did not, then he or 
she is asking you to steal from that person a piece of his or her reputation.  When people 
thought they were smart because they knew she or he was getting A’s on the exams, but when 
the gossip goes out that she or he cheats to get them, that person is losing friends and trust fast. 
And when that person hears of it and sets the record straight guess who will lose? You will 
because you passed the lie along without getting confirmation if it was true and even if it was it 
wasn’t your place to tell people who can do nothing about it.  If it was true you needed to go to 
that person and confront them directly before going to the administration with your 
information.  Don’t be taken in by these kinds of friends.  They are thieves. 
 
 This is what Solomon seemed to be hinting at when he said in Proverbs 16:28-29 “A 
dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. A man of violence 
entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good.” Don’t get caught up in anything 
that would pit one friend against another.  You will lose both friends. 
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 Along these lines, if someone you desire to be your friend hurts you listen to Solomon’s 
advice about getting even.  He says in Proverbs 17:9 “Whoever covers an offense seeks love, 
but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.” If your friend forgot to pay you back for 
the money they borrowed, don’t go putting it on Facebook.  That’s a real-friend killer tactic. 
 
 Next, look for friends who can control their tempers.  Solomon says in (Proverbs 19:19 
“A man of great wrath will pay the penalty, for if you deliver him, you will only have to do it 
again.”  And again in Proverbs 22:24-25 he says, “Make no friendship with a man given to 
anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his ways and entangle yourself in a snare.”  
Your grandfather, me, used to have firey temper. I discovered fists can go through wallboard 
and leave ugly holes. Trouble is not all of that temper has been totally eradicated and living in 
New Jersey compounded the problem with what we call the Jersey attitude. Fortunately God 
has helped me to control my emotions and now I let fly only when it is justified as righteous 
anger. You have a friend who gets angry over nothing or very little, say, because their mother 
made them wear last year’s coat again this year without springing for a new one?  Drop them 
quickly.  You will start losing your patience and then your temper because you are hanging 
around a person who is ready to bite someone’s head off because they didn’t open the door fast 
enough and made them wait to go inside.  Heard of road rage?  This is what I’m talking about. 
 
 This next trait is similar to the previous one.  If a person can’t control their anger, they 
probably can’t control their liquor.  Solomon says in Proverbs 23:20-21 “Be not among 
drunkards or among gluttonous eaters of meat, for the drunkard and the glutton will come to 
poverty, and slumber will clothe them with rags.” I have found that people don’t like to drink 
alone. If they do, they are serious drunkards; not alcoholics, drunkards. Alcoholic implies a 
disease or a disorder that is uncontrollable.  Drunkard implies a person who willfully chooses to 
get drunk and is totally responsible for their inebriation.  There are no such persons as 
alcoholics, only drunkards. But, I digress.  People don’t like to drink alone.  They know they drink 
too much, spend too much, eat too much, so having people do it with them helps soothe their 
consciences and makes them feel better about their stupidity.   The problem with you being a 
tag-along is that you may be tempted to drink too much, eat too much or spend too much.  You 
don’t need friends like that.  Let them soothe their consciences some other way. Besides, 
Solomon never had to worry about drinking and driving. I mean how much trouble can you get 
into driving your chariot home when your blood alcohol level is 2.0?  But you do have to worry 
about that.  You don’t need friends who get drunk, not even if they get drunk infrequently.  They 
are still drunks. 
 
 The next thing to look for in a friend is someone who is respectful of their parents.  
Negatively speaking, you do not want to be friends with a person who bad-mouths their parents 
in front of you or other people.  Listen to this: There are those who curse their fathers and do 
not bless their mothers. There are those who are clean in their own eyes but are not washed 
of their filth. There are those—how lofty are their eyes, how high their eyelids lift! There are 
those whose teeth are swords, whose fangs are knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, 
the needy from among mankind. (Proverbs 30:11-14 ESV) 
 
  It is popular to blast parents in this day and age of elevating and exalting youth over 
adults.  You may not know where this comes from but I’ll tell you it has a lot to do with 
evolution being taught in our public schools.  The origin of this youth exaltation is found in the 
philosophy that the next generation is better than the previous and a whole lot better than the 
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one’s before that. What nonsense.  Physically the exact opposite is true.  Each new generation is 
finding itself suffering with more and more genetic deformities and morally the same kind of 
decay is happening.  So if you have a friend who is calling their parents jerks you need to find a 
different friend. If that person says they wish their parents would go to hell, that’s cursing them, 
perhaps you need a little help in choosing friends.  If they don’t respect their parents, they won’t 
respect yours and if they come to visit grandpa, they won’t make it past the mail box.  
 
 The next thing to look for is a friend who has respect for the law. If you dropped the 
friend who had no respect for their parents, you will most likely drop a friend even faster if they 
have no respect for the cops.  The first leads to the second, and will get you and your so-called 
friend into deeper trouble.  Again Solomon’s advice is wise: “My son, fear the LORD and the 
king, and do not join with those who do otherwise, for disaster will arise suddenly from them, 
and who knows the ruin that will come from them both?” (Proverbs 24:21-22 ESV)  When I 
volunteered as a deputy in Oregon, I saw good kids getting into trouble because they wanted to 
hang out with the popular kids at school who were not very law-abiding kids.  These popular 
kids felt they could violate the law by having keggar parties that led to pot parties and you know 
what?  When we came to arrest them all, there wasn’t a breathalyzer made to determine which 
kid was a good kid and which wasn’t.  They all got hauled off to juvie.  If you haven’t figured it 
out yet, them friends are no friends at all if they cause you to end up spending the night in the 
county jail. And if your parents take my advice, they will leave you there until morning to let the 
consequences soak in, so drop the losers long before you find your fingers inked because of 
them. 
 
 Here are a few more pointers about friends.  If you have to choose between a rich friend 
and a poor one (though that’s only a theoretical choice) choose the poor one.  They have more 
to teach you about life than the spoiled rich kid does.  The rich kid is getting a free ride, 
something I doubt you’ll get and his attitude will usually be condescending and aloof.  And you 
will always be comparing what you don’t have to what he has and you could get discontented or 
worse envious.  Solomon says, (Proverbs 16:19 ESV) “It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the 
poor than to divide the spoil with the proud.”  When I was in high school, I may have known 
half the students, and I had the choice of being in the “in” crowd, but I found greater happiness 
befriending the outcasts and sitting with them during lunch hour.  I want you to detest in your 
heart, not with your mouth, the attitude of superiority you will find in many because of their 
money, status, or skin color, and go against the tide of what is easy and popular and discover 
the fiber and grit of your own self-worth and character by graciously and humbly befriending 
those who have few friends. 
 
 One more thing to look for in a friend is honesty and courage to tell you the truth, even 
if it hurts or stings temporarily. Flattery is nothing but manipulation, and I bet you don’t like to 
be manipulated. But, a true friend will tell you the truth both positively about you and 
negatively about you in love.  There is a T.V. show we have been watching called Heartland and 
a girl on the ranch is the epitome of honesty.  She says it as it is and exposes many of the white 
elephants in the room simply because she is unable to be anything less than truthful. Her name 
is Mallorie.  I’ve grown to love her character on the show. If you had a friend like Mallorie, you 
wouldn’t be able to ignore any defect in your reasoning or behavior.  She is a loving confronter.  
Solomon says in Proverbs 27:6  “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of 
an enemy.” And again in Proverbs 27:9  “Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the 
sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel.” 
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One final word about friends: make them! Don’t be a loner.  Open your life to people 
whom you can trust and let them into your life.  You will be rewarded for this.  There is a strange 
verse in Proverbs that says, (Proverbs 18:1 ESV) “Whoever isolates himself seeks his own 
desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment.” I take that to mean that a loner is interested 
only in himself.  Sounds like the kids who hole themselves up in their rooms and play video 
games until they become the zombies they are trying to kill. That is a waste of time and 
unfortunately deprives the loner of the sound judgment he would get by having quality friends.  
A very familiar verse in Proverbs says it this way, “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens 
another. (Proverbs 27:17 ESV).  As you refine your personality daily, you will be looking for ways 
to get sharpened, meaning you will want to remove the rough edges of your own personality by 
having others grind it off of you.  Be thankful that there are those who are willing to tell you that 
you are impatient, insensitive, ungrateful, unkind, curt, uncaring if indeed you are because if 
they don’t point it out to you. . .well you may just go around offending people badly and bluntly 
and in the end you will be that loner killing zombies all by your lonesome.   

 
Did I say, “one final word?” By now you know better.  Here is one more final word. Be 

very, very cautious about having friendships with members of the opposite sex. You may not 
know it yet, but there is such a thing as sexual chemistry that is kind of like a low voltage 
capacitor that initially feels good when holding on.  It’s tingle sensation. That’s how God made 
us.  We are attracted to the opposite sex and we are sexual creatures.  But let that low voltage 
increase and you may start a fire, which is fine if it is in the fireplace of marriage. It is not so fine 
if it is burning down your house. What do I recommend?  If you have friends of the opposite sex, 
enjoy them only in group settings, not on a one-on-one situation.  If you make it to the end of 
the book, I’ll talk more about courtship and the dangers of dating, but for now, let me just say 
don’t play with matches!  
   
 
 
    
 
 
  
 
  
  
  
 
 
  
   
  
   

    

 


