
October 22, 2017 
 
Practicing Our Readiness Drills for Christ’s Return - Seeking God’s Guidance from 1st and 2nd 
Peter 
Sermon Topic: Why is God Delaying the Punishment of the Wicked and the Return of Jesus? 

 
2 Peter 3:8-10 
 
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done 
on it will be exposed. (ESV) 

 
Ἓν δὲ τοῦτο μὴ λανθανέτω ὑμᾶς, ἀγαπητοί, ὅτι μία ἡμέρα παρὰ κυρίῳ ὡς χίλια ἔτη καὶ χίλια ἔτη ὡς ἡμέρα
 μία. 
οὐ βραδύνει κύριος τῆς ἐπαγγελίας, ὥς τινες βραδύτητα ἡγοῦνται, ἀλλὰ μακροθυμεῖ εἰς ὑμᾶς, μὴ βουλόμε
νός τινας ἀπολέσθαι ἀλλὰ πάντας εἰςμετάνοιαν χωρῆσαι. Ηξει δὲ ἡμέρα κυρίου ὡς κλέπτης, ἐν ἧ οἱ οὐραν
οὶ ῥοιζηδὸν παρελεύσονται, στοιχεῖα δὲ καυσούμενα λυθήσεται, καὶ γῆ καὶ τὰ ἐν αὐτῇ ἔργα εὑρεθήσεται.  

 
 Theme of 2nd Peter: Defend yourselves with biblical knowledge and spiritual maturity 

against the deceptions of false teachers.  
 
Critical Point #12 -  The world attempts to discern eternal realities with finite minds and comes 
to false conclusions. We believers should submit our finite thoughts to God’s infinite thoughts 
and learn to trust that His ways are higher than our ways. 
 
Introduction – How long have some of you been praying for a specific answer to a prayer 
request? 5 years? 10 years? 20 years? 30? Longer? Maybe if you have been praying for 
something earnestly for 50 years you might be on the edge of legitimizing your request of why 
God has taken so long to answer your prayer. Harsh? Not at all.  
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 
 
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts. (ESV) 
 

 Even we believers can question God’s timing, and His righteousness, and His reasons for 
delay.  
o Questioning His Timing. Impatient by nature, we are prone to think God has lost track of time, 

and could use a personal assistant, or a Divine Daytimer, or a Google Calendar because He did 
not act when we expected Him to act. 
 It is possible that many New Testament believers mistook the Apostles’ encouragement 

about the “soon-ness” of the Lord’s return to think Jesus was coming back in their lifetimes.    
 Perhaps they misunderstood this verse to think Paul taught the immediacy of Christ’s 

return: 1 Thessalonians 4:15  For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that 



we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep.  

 Some Christians today follow a theology called Preterism that teaches that Jesus came 
back in 70 A.D. when Titus destroyed the temple.   There are perhaps 20 references 
that seem to indicate that Jesus would return within a few years after His resurrection. 
So, if believers today think that Jesus came back already, it’s not hard to imagine that 
NT believers were of the same mind. 

 Therefore Peter had to remind them that God’s timetable is not our timetable. - But do not 

overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day 
 First of all, God exists outside of time – explain. 
 We can illustrate this by comparing an adult version of time with a child’s. To tell a two year he 

will be celebrating a birthday in one month, how is he to understand that length of time. He will 
ask tomorrow if it is today. So, our perspective of time is defined by what we know. We know 24 
hour days, 7 day weeks, 12 month years.  

 God’s perspective is not on minutes or hours or days, but conditions. - Galatians 4:4 But when 
the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, (ESV) 
Genesis 15:16  And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete.” (ESV) 

 So, if we are praying for an unsaved relative, do not give God a timetable, or set yourself up for 
discouragement by having a false expectation of the time frame God should accomplish things. 
He will bring about the conditions necessary for Him to work in a person’s life. That may take 
much longer than you anticipate. Some hearts are harder than others.  

 

o Questioning His Righteousness. When we think God is tardy, we are accusing Him of not caring 
about us, and not being Johnnie-on-the-spot judging the wicked, or worse yet, not paying 
attention to their wickedness. - The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness   
Psalm 1:6  for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
(ESV) 
Psalm 34:21 Affliction will slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be 
condemned. (ESV) 
 
 When Christian Bakers in CO, or Christian florists or the Larsens (see attached) Videographers 

in MN are fined and threatened with jail time for refusing to celebrate same-sex marriages 
we say, where are you God? Why don’t you do something? Maybe give that judge a heart 
attack, have him replaced,  

 
o Questioning His Reasons for Delay. but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that 

all should reach repentance. 
 

 God appears to delay individual judgment of sinners, and corporate judgment of sinful 
nations because he cares about giving abundant opportunities for people to repent. 

 Problems with this verse: 1) does it deny election and predestination by saying God wills for 
all men to be saved but is sitting in heaven frustrated because they don’t repent? Or, 2) does 
it affirm the nature of God’s heart by saying God wishes or desires for all men to be saved?  

 
 Here then are the two wills of God. His desired will expressed here and in 2 Timothy 2:4 and 

God’s determined will seen in James 4:15. 
 
Desired will: 



 Ezekiel 18:23 Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord GOD, and 
not rather that he should turn from his way and live? (ESV) 

 Jonah 4:11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 
120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?” 
(ESV) 

 1 Timothy 2:3-4 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires 
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (ESV) 

 
 
Determined will 
 

 James 4:15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 
(ESV) 

 1 Corinthians 4:19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, . . . 
 
 
Application: 
 
 How can we better feel the heart of God for our neighbors and work associates and see them 
through God’s eyes?  


