
August 6, 2017 
 
Practicing Our Readiness Drills for Christ’s Return - Seeking God’s Guidance from 1st and 2nd 
Peter 
Sermon Topic: Are We Confirming Our Calling and Election? 2 Peter 1:8-11 
 
 2 Peter 1:8-11    

For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if 
you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (ESV) 

 
 Theme of 2nd Peter: Defend yourselves with biblical knowledge and spiritual maturity 

against the deceptions of false teachers.  
 
Introduction: Statistics from a Bible belt church 
 
Greek text: (8) 
ταῦτα γὰρ ὑμῖν ὑπάρχοντα καὶ πλεονάζοντα οὐκ ἀργοὺς οὐδὲ ἀκάρπους καθίστησιν εἰς τὴν τοῦ κυρίου ἡμ
ῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἐπίγνωσιν:   
(9) 
ᾧ γὰρ μὴ πάρεστιν ταῦτα, τυφλός ἐστιν μυωπάζων, λήθην λαβὼν τοῦ καθαρισμοῦ τῶν πάλαι αὐτοῦ ἁμαρ
τιῶν.  
(10) 
διὸ μᾶλλον, ἀδελφοί, σπουδάσατε βεβαίαν ὑμῶν τὴν κλῆσιν καὶ ἐκλογὴν ποιεῖσθαι: ταῦτα γὰρ ποιοῦντες ο
ὐ μὴ πταίσητέ ποτε:  
(11) 
οὕτως γὰρ πλουσίως ἐπιχορηγηθήσεται ὑμῖν ἡ εἴσοδος εἰς τὴν αἰώνιον βασιλείαν τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν καὶ σω

τῆρος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.   

 
Flow: Peter is doing everything he can to keep us out of hell, and Satan is doing everything he 
can to keep us out of heaven. Therefore Peter tells us why we should grow, how we can grow, 
and proof that we are on our way to heaven. What a tragedy it would be for someone all of 
their life to think they are saved when they are truly not! Disaster. 
 
 Critical Point #3 

 
We need to know without a doubt that we are saved in order to resist the confusing Satanic 
doubts regarding our salvation and eventually surrender to his will.  

 
 Q. How do we know if we are saved? 

A. By measuring if we are growing in virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, 
godliness, brotherly affection and agape love.  

 
Examples of growth in each area. 

 



 Two reasons why we should strive to grow: 
 

 If we don’t work with the Holy Spirit to grow these traits in our lives we will become 
lazy.  We won’t seek the lost. We won’t witness to our faith. We won’t disciple others. 
We won’t spend time in prayer, alone or with others. We won’t take care of God’s 
business or house. We won’t be concerned about the orphan and widow. We won’t visit 
those in prison who need visiting.  But if you are growing in virtue, self-control, 
godliness, then you will be active for God’s Kingdom.  Being active does not produce 
Christ-likeness, Christ-likeness produces activity. 

 If we don’t work with the Holy Spirit to grow these traits in our lives we will become 
unfruitful. The goal of the Christian life is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, but a 
secondary goal is to assist others to do the same.  Seek the lost, Bring people to Christ. 
Multiply disciples. Reproduce yourself in others who will reproduce themselves in 
others. If you are not growing in these areas you will neither have the desire to reach 
the lost, nor will you be attractive enough to attract the lost to Christ through your life. 

 
And why should this matter to me? If you are a believer, then you will want to please 
your Lord and it pleases Him to have you obey Him. That’s what I think it means to be 
lazy and unfruitful in the knowledge of Jesus. You are ignoring both His will and His 
relationship with you. You don’t love Him like you should. 

 
 Two Reasons we slip back and drift away: 
 

 We are Near-sighted.  This means we can’t see far away. We can’t see the eternal 
blessing and reward. We can’t see the rescue from hell and the bliss of heaven. It is out 
of focus. How can we change our prescription to get our eyes in focus? By putting your 
treasure in heaven.  Matthew 6:19-21  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. (ESV) 
 

 We are Forgetful. We have forgotten the immense joy and relief we felt at the moment 
of conversion and immediate relief. The feelings are gone, elation has passed. Salvation 
thoughts are blah, blah, blah. At first when I said that expanding these traits by the 
power of the Holy Spirit is proof positive of one’s salvation but that does not mean that 
the opposite is true as contradictory as that sounds. Drifting away happens in believers 
lives. It can last for days, or months. It is normal. But if it lasts years, then that person 
should highly doubt they are a true believer because neither of these traits will excite 
him. He will not be motivated by heaven and Jesus’ hospitality, nor will he be 
appreciative of being forgiven because he has never truly felt forgiveness. 
 

   
 



 Therefore, if you have been away from Jesus for a couple of weeks – start worrying. 
 

 If you have been away from Jesus for a couple of months – you need to confirm your 
calling and election.  Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election,  

 

 Romans 8:29-30  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. (ESV) 

 

 If you have been away from Jesus for a couple of years – it’s time to get saved! 
 

 Two more good reasons to grow in Christ:  
 

 If we grow in these traits monthly, yearly we will never fall - for if you practice these qualities 

you will never fall. The question is, “Fall from what” or “fall for what?”.  I think the answer is fall for 
Satan’s lies. Usually the fall in Scripture refers to falling from faith, but here it could either mean 
falling from a victorious Christian life to a defeated life (very possible) but I think it is also falling 
for Satan’s lies.  You won’t be deceived. You won’t listen to a false teacher who says you won’t 
make it to heaven unless you do it my way, or give this church $10,000 or be baptized again and 
again. 

 We will be welcomed into heaven royally with great fanfare.   For in this way there will be richly 

provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.    
 

 Luke 16:22 
 
The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, (ESV) 
 

 Luke 15:7 
 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. (ESV) 
 

How people approach death tells us everything about their spiritual walk with Jesus.  If they are 
peacefully welcoming death so that they can meet their Savior, it  shows they have been walking 
with Him for a long time and know His voice and are anxious to see His face.  But if they 
approach death with fear and trepidation, we can ascertain that they are not looking forward to 
what is coming next.  If you were to die today, or knew you would, would you face it with peace, 
or fear. 


