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Sermon Series: Practicing Our Readiness Drills for 

Christ’s Return - Seeking God’s Guidance from 1st and 

2nd Peter 

Today’s Sermon: What a Genuine Baptism of 

Repentance Looks Like 

Today’s Passage: 1 Peter 3:19-22 

[18] For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made 

alive in the spirit, [19] in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 

prison, [20] because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience 

waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. [21] Baptism, 

which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 

body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who has gone into heaven and is at the 

right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been 

subjected to him. (ESV) 

 Introduction:  

Main Point: There is enormous encouragement (think 

courage) for the Christian who is suffering for doing 

what is right if they consider the example of what Jesus 

did in the life of Noah.  

Review  

[17] For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than 

for doing evil. (ESV) 

 

1. Just as Noah, though intensely ridiculed for his foolishness, 

had the Spirit of Jesus within him to bolster his faith and 

message, so too do we have the same Spirit within us to 

bolster our faith and message.   (Jesus) being made alive in 

the spirit, [19] in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 

a. This is one of the main verses where creeds like the Apostles 

Creed say Jesus descended to hell. But  

 

b. This verse does not say he descended into hell.  

 

i. It says that Jesus went (past tense) and preached to 

the spirits (some scholars say only angels are referred to 

in Scripture as spirits but I disagree) or living human 

beings who are now imprisoned in a place they cannot 

escape from (Hades). 

ii. There are (and were) far more people (souls) in Hades 

than those who lived in the days of Noah so it cannot 

refer to Jesus making a trip to Hades just to talk to that 

minority while he was in the tomb between Thursday 

and Sunday of Passion week.  

c. Instead, this verse implies that the Spirit of Jesus 

entered Noah and used Noah’s mind, heart, voice 

and will to preach salvation to the onlookers who 

were mocking him for making a ship on dry land. 
Hebrews 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning 

events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the 

saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and 

became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. (ESV) 
i. That same Spirit goes with us today in every witnessing 

encounter and in every dangerous Messianic mission.  John 

14:26 [26] But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 

your remembrance all that I have said to you. (ESV)                                                              

 

Matthew 28:20   And behold, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age.” (ESV) 

 

Matthew 10:19-20 When they deliver you over, do not be 

anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for 

what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it 

is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 

through you. (ESV) (ESV) 



 

2. The end result of those rejecting the message of salvation 

(get on the boat or drown) was eternal damnation while 

those heeding the message (Noah and wife, along with 

Shem Ham and Japheth and their wives) were saved 

forever (not just from the deluge but from eternal hell).   

because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in 

the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 

that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 

a. The unbelievers in Noah’s day are now in Hades (prison) 

(see Luke 16:26) because they did not obey the command 

to get on the boat.  Had they gotten on, surely Noah 

would have led them into a saving relationship with 

Yahweh and gain eternal life. 

 

b. God’s mercy was shown to them and to unbelievers today 

by giving them plenty of time to repent. He pleaded with 

them for approximately 75 years while Noah constructed 

the ark. Many today get the same number of years to 

repent but refuse to do so. when God's patience waited in the 

days of Noah 

Romans 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 

forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is 

meant to lead you to repentance? (ESV) 

 

c. This outcome, our salvation and their eternal damnation, 

puts everything in perspective.   

Salvation for 8 

Genesis 7:13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem 

and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of 

his sons with them entered the ark, (ESV) 

The Destruction of untold billions 

Genesis 7:21-22 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, 

livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, 

and all mankind. Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was 

the breath of life died. (ESV) 

3. Today, all genuine believers can know for certain that 

they will make it to heaven because they have been 

baptized into Jesus Christ (the external, non-expiatory 

rite, being illustrative of the internal reality).  

[21] Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 

removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

a. This spiritual baptism (also called conversion) is 

defined by Peter as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience.   

Romans 8:1-3  There is therefore now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you 

free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has 

done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, (ESV) 

 

b. The baptism in Christ includes being connected 

spiritually to his death, burial, and resurrection. 

Romans 6:3-4  Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in newness of life. (ESV) 

Therefore every aspect of Christ’s death, burial and 

resurrection now apply to us. His death: our past life is dead 

as far as God is concerned and we should consider it so as 

well. His burial: Jesus was really dead physically in the tomb 

from Thursday night to Sunday morning. This was his 

experience of what is called “The intermediate state.” He 

was conscious, since he was made alive in the spirit, but he 

was not attached to his physical body. This means that 

when we die we will also be in an intermediate state 

awaiting our final resurrection, being consciously aware 



and interacting with others but without our final glorified 

bodies. This is symbolic of our present life. We are in a 

spiritual intermediate state now, in the sense that we are 

totally righteous in Christ, but we are also growing in 

righteousness (sanctification). 

Being united in His resurrection signifies that our old self is 

gone but a totally new self has risen that looks like a totally 

different person than what we used to be. This also 

indicates to us that we will be raised up in the future with 

our physical, glorified bodies to live pain-free, death-free 

forever.   

 

4. Persecuted believers can also be encouraged by the 

fact that Jesus is now sitting on the highest throne in the 

universe. There is no earthly power, and no supernatural 

power behind that earthly power that can touch us 

without God’s approval through Jesus. [22] who has gone 

into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 

and powers having been subjected to him.   

 

Application 

1. Since Jesus was there with Noah 3,000 plus years 

before Jesus arrived on earth as a baby, we can be 

sure time and space are of no limitations to his 

ability to be with us when we need him. 

 

2. Since there were only 8 that made it on the ark, we 

can see that numbers do not mean anything to 

God. Small minorities can be used by God to 

accomplish awesome outcomes against 

overwhelming odds.  


