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Sermon Series: Practicing Our Readiness Drills for 

Christ’s Return - Seeking God’s Guidance from 1st and 

2nd Peter 

Today’s Sermon:  Blessing One Another – the Key to a 

Joyful Life  

Today’s Passage: 1 Peter 3:8-12 

1 Peter 3:8-12 

[8] Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a 

tender heart, and a humble mind. [9] Do not repay evil for evil or reviling 

for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 

may obtain a blessing. [10] For “Whoever desires to love life and see good 

days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 

[11] let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and 

pursue it. [12] For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears 

are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do 

evil.” (ESV) 

Introduction:  

Main Point: Every Church of Jesus Christ ought to be a 

“safe zone” or an enclave where battered believers 

may find refuge from the hostility of the world and be 

nurtured and repaired weekly to fight the good fight of 

faith. The reward for being this kind of church and 

church member is a pleasant life free of strife and the 

knowledge that Jesus is covering our six.   

Review  

[12] Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 

glorify God on the day of visitation. (ESV) 

The Local Church is a “safe zone” where all Christians 

regardless of race or past will find the following peaceful 

emotional coverings available to protect them from the 

world’s hostility: 

 

1. Unity of mind. The world will want to oppose Christians 

for their stance on 1) Christ being the only way to 

heaven and 2) marriage being between one man 

and one woman, and 3) that life is precious and is to 

be protected (on both ends of life) and 4) that the 10 

Commandments are laws not suggestions and 5) that 

sexual purity is a blessing not a curse.    

 

2. Sympathy. This is the ability to feel what others are 

feeling, both in sorrow and in joy. Romans 12:15  Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. (ESV)  

 

 

3. Brotherly Love. Agape love is dispassionate, meaning 

we love and sacrifice for our enemies even though 

we don’t like them (just as God loved us even while 

we were yet sinners Romans 5:6-8). Philadelphia love 

is passionate love, we love because we like our 

brothers and sisters in Christ and we love 

demonstrably with hugs (NT kisses) and acts of 

kindness.  
 

4. Tender-heartedness or Compassion. Compassion is 

the ability to feel warmth toward another person’s 

situation and wanting to alleviate it. If sympathy is 

feeling sorrow or pity for someone else, empathy is 

actually entering into their situation by imagining 

being in their shoes and then doing something about 

it. The Greek word literally means having strong 

bowels i.e. if bowels are the biblical center of 

emotions, then having strong bowels means being 

able to enter into another person’s situation with the 



exact same feelings as they are experiencing. 
 

 

5. Humility. Humility is having a clear identity of who 

God thinks you are. From His perspective, not one of 

us is greater than any other since we all have 

received from Him our intellect, strength, fortitude 

and pedigrees. 1 Corinthians 4:7 For who sees 

anything different in you? What do you have that you 

did not receive? If then you received it, why do you 

boast as if you did not receive it? (ESV) 

The Local Church is a “safe zone” where all Christians 

regardless of race or past will find the lack of the 

following hurtful and retaliatory actions that are so 

prevalent in the world: Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for 

reviling 

 In the church, no one should expect to get repaid insult for 

insult, for even if an insult has been given the grace of Christ 

compels us to overlook the insult and instead bless.  

 

 Rather the church should be a “House of Blessings” for 

all who enter (and stay). Jesus commanded us to bless 

those who persecute us. Luke 6:27-28  “But I say to you who 

hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, [28] 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. (ESV). If 

we can do that for our enemies we ought to be able 

to do that to our brothers and sisters in the family.  

 

 

Choosing this lifestyle guarantees the blessor to live a 

happy life.  Psalm 34:12-18 [12] What man is there who desires life and 

loves many days, that he may see good? [13] Keep your tongue from evil and 

your lips from speaking deceit. [14] Turn away from evil and do good; seek 
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peace and pursue it. [15] The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and 

his ears toward their cry. [16] The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

to cut off the memory of them from the earth. [17] When the righteous cry for 

help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. [18] The LORD is 

near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. (ESV) 

o Anger and bitterness eat away at a person’s soul 

and allow demon’s to “camp out” in a person’s life 

creating more and more unrest and turmoil 

between people. 

o The cost is significant to a person’s physical life – 

stress being a heart killer. 
o The cost is significant to relationships. 

o Social scientists are in agreement with Scripture, 

“happiness” they say, “comes from happy social 

relationships not wealth or success.”1 

 Choosing this lifestyle guarantees the blessor to live a 

protected life.  [12] For the eyes of the Lord are on the 

righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the 

Lord is against those who do evil.” (ESV) 

  


