
2. The more people who surrender to Christ the more 

impact those numbers will have on our world (Thy 

Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done on Earth as it is in 

Heaven). 

 

 

3. The more who come to Christ the more voices to 

sing of God’s glory down through the ages and into 

eternity. 

 

 

4. The phrase “well done, good and faithful servant” 

will echo in your ears for eternity. (This is not a one 

size fits all compliment either – I believe Jesus will tell 

us just how well done He feels we deserve to hear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.nathanmagnuson.com/what-the-communist-party-got-right-about-leadership/ 

Cornerstone Church 

August 21, 2016 

Sermon Series: Advanced Training for Jesus’ Soldiers – 

Prepping Ourselves for His Return 

Today’s Sermon: Increasing Our Devotion to Christ – A 

Cause Worth Dying For 

Today’s Passage: Luke 14:25-31 

[25] Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to 

them, [26] “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 

mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 

own life, he cannot be my disciple. [27] Whoever does not bear his own 

cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. [28] For which of you, 

desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, 

whether he has enough to complete it? [29] Otherwise, when he has laid a 

foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, [30] 

saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ [31] Or what 

king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and 

deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 

against him with twenty thousand? [32] And if not, while the other is yet a 

great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. [33] So 

therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot 

be my disciple. (Luke 14:25-33 ESV) 

Introduction  

Doesn’t this sound like Christianity and True Discipleship? 

1. Give people something grand to aspire to. 

2. Ask a lot. Expect a lot. Get a lot. 

3. Use Trial by fire to build commitment.1 

Main point: The more convinced you are about the 

worthiness of the cause of Christ, the more you will be willing 

to sacrifice to do your part to attain it. 



 Is it possible to be a believer but not be a disciple? 

Acts 11:26 

 

Jesus isn’t into entertainment (otherwise He wouldn’t have 

said what he said to disappoint the crowds) Verse 25 

 

 

Here are the costs of following Him: 

1. Total devotion of heart over family and even our own 

lives.  Verse 26 

 

 

    

2. Total willingness to be a counter-cultural Christian who 

is willing to sacrifice popularity for the shame of the 

cross. Verse 27 

 

 

 

3. Total surrender of every possession. Verse 33 

 

So why does Jesus exact such a high price? 

 Is it because He paid such a high price to redeem us 

and expects that it is only fair that we pay the highest 

price to follow Him? 

   

 Is it because He can accomplish more with totally 

dedicated soldiers (like Gideon’s army) and when He 

does more with less it always brings glory to Himself? 

Or  

 

 Is it because a totally dedicated life is a life of greater 

joy and happiness for His followers? 

 

 

 

 

Since the costs are so high, every potential convert should 

seriously weigh the costs before committing.  

a. This means that evangelists should refrain from trickery 

to manipulate individuals into making an emotional 

decision, such as: 

 

 

The grand cause we are being drawn to, via the Holy Spirit, is 

the universal adoration and glory of our Savior. It is the 

expansion of His Kingdom for His glory and in turn the glory of 

the Father. 

 

 Think of the causes people have been willing to give 

their lives for: 

o Their country and its fight for freedom 

o Communism and its goal for a utopian world 

o Generals (or kings) and the courage they inspired. 

o Muslims and the hope of 70 virgins in Allah’s heaven 

 

 Now think about why Jesus and His cause is vastly 

superior to any other cause: 

2. By enlisting lost people to join His cause, we watch 

them receive eternal life, remission of sins, power to 

overcome addictions and dysfunctional behaviors. 

. . . 

 


