
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornerstone Church 

July 31, 2016 

Sermon Series: Advanced Training for Jesus’ Soldiers – 

Prepping Ourselves for His Return 

Today’s Sermon: Practicing the Presence of God  

Today’s Passage: Exodus 33:11-23 

Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but 

you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 

‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now 

therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your 

ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too 

that this nation is your people.” And he said, “My presence will go with 

you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not 

go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that I 

have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going 

with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people 

on the face of the earth?” And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing 

that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I 

know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he 

said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim 

before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be 

gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, 

“you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” And the 

LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the 

rock, and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and 

I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away 

my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” 

(Exodus 33:12-23 ESV) 

Introduction 

 When believers actively pursue the presence of God 

they are always overwhelmed with His Holiness and their 

sinfulness. 

o Biblical Encounters with God’s Presence: 
 Moses Exodus 33 & 34 

 

 



 Job, Job 42:1-6 

 

 

 Isaiah, Isaiah 6:1-6 

 

 

 Ezekiel, Ezekiel 1:28 

 

 

 Daniel, Daniel 10:7-9 

 

 

 Saul, Acts 9:3-5 

 

Extra Biblical Examples: 

 John Newton 

 

    

 That response triggers God’s invitation to stand and be 

sent. 

 

 

 

 

 The servant always goes away from that encounter with 

a greater fear of God and no fear of man. Therefore if 

we want to face persecution fearlessly we should be 

actively seeking His face tirelessly.  

o How can we pursue His face? 

 We can’t demand a face-to-face encounter. God gives 

them when He desires and they are rare! 

   

 Nevertheless we can intensely seek more of His glory 

(not more of His person however, there is a big 

difference! See 1 Corinthians 1:30; Ephesians 1:3;).   

 

(2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV) And we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another. For this 

comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

 

(2 Corinthians 4:6 ESV) For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 

darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

How do we see/seek God’s glory? 

1. By earnestly seeking to see the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus. 

 

 

2. Ask the Holy Spirit to take you to the heights of 

understanding and spiritual awareness of Jesus’ 

beauty as you see more of His holiness, love, 

mercy, in the Scriptures. 

 

 

3. Do not seek extra-biblical, or mystical 

experiences for a vision. They can be easily 

counterfeited and the biblically ungrounded 

can be easily deceived by them. 

 

4. If you have a vision of God, be slow to speak of it 

to anybody (Paul was very hesitant to speak of 

his trip to heaven) and share it with only a trusted 

few who can help you discern its validity.  

 


