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Introduction  

Verses Seven and Eight 

[7] And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison [8] and will come out to 

deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their 

number is like the sand of the sea. 

 Let’s talk about the wonders of the Millennium: 
o It’s capital city is Jerusalem – Psalm 2:6; Isaiah 2:3 

(Isaiah 2:2-3 ESV) It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all 

the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that 

we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem.  

o There will not be any war (until the Second War of Gog and Magog)  

(Isaiah 2:4 ESV) He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.  

o Jesus will judge the nations with wisdom and righteousness. No one will ever be treated 

unfairly and if they are, the one doing the injustice will be punished quickly. Psalm 72 and: 

(Isaiah 11:3-5 ESV) And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his 

eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his 

waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  

o Even wild animals will be tamed. 

(Isaiah 11:6-9 ESV) The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young 

goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The 

cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 

the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his 

hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall 

be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  

o The whole earth will be upgraded environmentally. 

(Isaiah 65:17 ESV)  [17] “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things 

shall not be remembered or come into mind.  

(2 Peter 3:13 ESV) But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 



which righteousness dwells.  

o Lifespans will match the age of trees. Isaiah 65:20 and, 

(Isaiah 65:22b ESV) for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall 

long enjoy the work of their hands.  

o There won’t be any theft. 

(Isaiah 65:21-22 ESV) They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 

their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat;  

o There will be no child mortality. 

(Isaiah 65:23 ESV) They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the 

offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descendants with them.  

o No one will ever have to wait for an answer to prayer ever again. 

(Isaiah 65:24 ESV) Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear.  

 Now let’s talk about the end of the Millennium and Satan’s role in the Second War 

of Gog and Magog. 
o Satan is released to unveil the hearts of those who have refused to kiss the Son 

inwardly (Psalm 2).  He will deceive the nations once again to think that he can 

overpower Jesus and overthrow His righteous rule. 

o People will be enlisted for this final battle against Jesus from all corners of the earth 

but will be led by Gog from the land of Magog. This is the Second War of Gog and 

Magog mentioned in Scripture. 

o The First War of Gog and Magog is predicted in Ezekiel 39 (not 38, listen carefully) 

and is the Battle of Armageddon. Notice the similarities between the two accounts 

prophesying of the same battle: 

From Ezekiel 39  

(Ezekiel 39:7 ESV)  “And my holy name I will make known in the midst of my people Israel, and 

I will not let my holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations shall know that I am the 

LORD, the Holy One in Israel.  

“And I will set my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see my judgment that I 

have executed, and my hand that I have laid on them. The house of Israel shall know that I 

am the LORD their God, from that day forward. (Ezekiel 39:21-22 ESV) 

Then they shall know that I am the LORD their God, because I sent them into exile among the 

nations and then assembled them into their own land. I will leave none of them remaining 

among the nations anymore. And I will not hide my face anymore from them, when I pour out 

my Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD.” (Ezekiel 39:28-29 ESV) 

Note that Israelis have been relocated to Israel which occurs just prior to the War of 

Armageddon and continues shortly after.  

Details of the Battle from Ezekiel 39 and Revelation 19: 

(Ezekiel 39:3-4 ESV) Then I will strike your bow from your left hand, and will make your arrows 

drop out of your right hand. You shall fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your hordes 

and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the 

beasts of the field to be devoured.  

(Ezekiel 39:17-20 ESV)  “As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD: Speak to the birds of 

every sort and to all beasts of the field, ‘Assemble and come, gather from all around to the 



sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel, 

and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the 

blood of the princes of the earth—of rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them fat 

beasts of Bashan. And you shall eat fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are drunk, at 

the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you. And you shall be filled at my table with horses 

and charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,’ declares the Lord GOD.  

(Revelation 19:17-21 ESV) Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he 

called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to 

eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and 

their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” And I saw the 

beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was 

sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false 

prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had 

received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown 

alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the sword that came 

from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their 

flesh.  

o Therefore the War of Armageddon and the War of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 39 are 

the same. However, 

o The Battle of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 38 is the Second War of Gog and Magog 

mentioned here in Revelation 20. 1  Consider these parallel accounts: 

Concerning the condition of Israel at the time of the battle: 

(Ezekiel 38:8 ESV) After many days you will be mustered. In the latter years you will go against 

the land that is restored from war, the land whose people were gathered from many peoples 

upon the mountains of Israel, which had been a continual waste. Its people were brought out 

from the peoples and now dwell securely, all of them.  

(Ezekiel 38:10-12 ESV)  “Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day, thoughts will come into your 

mind, and you will devise an evil scheme and say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled 

villages. I will fall upon the quiet people who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls, 

and having no bars or gates,’ to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against the 

waste places that are now inhabited, and the people who were gathered from the nations, 

who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the earth.  

Note that Israel’s return is referred to in the past tense (like she will be during the 

millennium) and that the enemy will attack while Israel is at peace and unprotected 

(like she will be during the millennium). Israel is not at peace and is definitely not 

unprotected now. 

Compare now the similarities between the two battles: 

(Ezekiel 38:22 ESV) With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will 

rain upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with him torrential rains and 

hailstones, fire and sulfur.  

(Revelation 20:9 ESV) And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded 

the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed 

them,  

                                                           
1 This delineation of two separate battles being described in Ezekiel 38 & 39 (unlike most scholarly opinions which 
consider both chapters as describing one battle) was explained to me by Tim McHyde at 
http://www.escapeallthesethings.com/gog-magog.htm. His reasoning seems to be indisputable. Check it out. 

http://www.escapeallthesethings.com/gog-magog.htm


o Therefore the end time battle we read about in Revelation 20 is the Second War of 

Gog and Magog prophesied to us in Ezekiel 38 (it is not unusual for prophecies in 

Scripture to be doubled up and since these two chapters ((Ezekiel 38 & 39)) contain 

contradictions they must be two separate battles). 

Verse Nine 

[9] And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 

beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 

 This rebellious army led by Gog and motivated by Satan have come from the 

furthest distance away from Jerusalem possible (they marched over the broad 

plain of the earth implies this). We can gather from this statement that the wicked 

have chosen to live as far from Jesus as they can and it probably did not take 

much effort on Satan’s part to motivate them to rebel. 

 That this army surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city indicates 

that the focal point of this battle is Jerusalem. Is it a re-made Jerusalem or the New 

Jerusalem? I believe it is a re-made Jerusalem (since the old Jerusalem was totally 

destroyed earlier during the bowl judgments (see Rev. 16:19), and the New 

Jerusalem does not arrive until the end of the millennium. 

 The vast army of rebellious Satan followers is destroyed instantly by fire from heaven 

and also, since we are familiar with Ezekiel 38, torrential rains, hailstones and sulfur. 

 We do not know the identity of Gog, who is from the land of Magog, but his identity 

is immaterial to us. We will recognize him when we see him. We do know however 

that he is not the anti-Christ, since the anti-Christ is being tormented in hell at this 

time. 

Verse Ten 

[10] and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the 

false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

 Satan is re-captured and thrown into hell where he will be punished for eternity. This 

verse refutes any idea that Satan is the king of hell ruling pleasantly over his demons 

and unbelievers there. He is just one of billions, both supernatural and human who 

will suffer unbelievable torment forever and ever. 

 This verse also refutes the concept that hell is temporary and only lasts for a finite 

period of time. The teaching of universal reconciliation (that all humans and fallen 

angels will be forgiven eventually after their rebellion is sufficiently paid for in hell) is 

totally refuted by this verse. Any other obscure verse (like Colossians 1:20) they may 

use to buttress their belief that all will be reconciled are negated by this and all 

other verses that say hell is eternal.  

Verse Eleven 

[11] Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, 

and no place was found for them. 

 John now sees a vision of a great white throne, a throne quite different than the 

previous thrones mentioned in Revelation. It is white symbolizing absolute purity and 

holiness. It is great symbolizing no other throne compares in authority and power.  

 John also saw the one sitting on the throne which tells me it is most likely Jesus doing 

the judging (although it could very easily be the Father here doing the judging). 



 John sees earth and heaven fleeing away from the presence of the judge. 

Habakkuk 3:6 tells us in figurative language that the mountains tried to flee and the 

hills shrunk in humility before the presence of the Lord. Even the earth and sky (stars) 

react to the amazing revealing of Christ’s glory and righteousness by hiding from His 

presence. 

(Habakkuk 3:6 ESV) He stood and measured the earth; he looked and shook the nations; then the 

eternal mountains were scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were the everlasting ways.  

Verse Twelve 

[12] And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another 

book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 

according to what they had done. 

 John now sees another vision where the dead are now standing before the Throne 

Sitter waiting their turn to be judged. Those who comprise this group are 1) all 

unbelievers who died and were sent to Hades before the Millennium started, 2) all 

unbelievers who died during the Millennium (prematurely no doubt) and, 3) all 

those who died at the final war of Gog and Magog at the end of the Millennium.  

 Not included are “the living”. The huge numbers of people who are Christ followers 

and alive with their human unglorified bodies during the millennium are not part of 

this group. Sometime either immediately before this judgment or immediately after 

this judgment, that group of Christ followers were given their glorified bodies with 

which to spend eternity. 

 All unbelievers will face God’s judgment at this time and be held accountable for 

every evil deed, every evil motive, and every evil thought. They will not be able to 

blame someone else for their actions (think Adam blaming  Eve and Eve blaming 

Satan in the garden) but will have everything they did exposed for all the world to 

see and when the sentence is pronounced, no one will be able to argue that the 

sentence is unjust.     

 They won’t be able to argue that things didn’t happen the way God said they did 

because everything is recorded (perhaps in living color on video) in the books God 

uses to record sinful man’s actions.  

 Finally, one more book is opened, the Book of Life to see whether or not their name 

is listed as one who is redeemed by the blood of the Lamb from the foundation of 

the world (Ephesians 1:4).  
o Do not confuse this book (The Book of Life) with the Book of the Living (Psalm 69:28 

and possibly Psalm 139:16) which is a book of all those presently alive, a book that 

Moses referred to in Exodus 32:32.  
 After conducting an unsuccessful search in the Book of Life, the God of the ages 

will pronounce a sentence based on a person’s actions recorded in this book.   

 This graduated and proportionate sentencing indicates that there are degrees of 

punishment in Hell.  Jesus seems to teach as much in  

(Luke 12:48 ESV)  But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light 

beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom 

they entrusted much, they will demand the more.  

Verses Thirteen – Fifteen 

[13] And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and 

they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. [14] Then Death and Hades were 



thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. [15] And if anyone's name was not found 

written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

 John now describes the resurrection of the dead, the re-uniting of their souls with 

their bodies. First he says that the sea (personified) gave up the bodies it had been 

holding, then death (personified) gave up the dead it was holding in earthly 

graves, then Hades (personified) gave up the souls it had been holding, and once 

released and re-united the physical and eternal bodies of unbelievers are now 

ready for their final judgment.  

 They were thrown, alive, into the lake of fire (hell) and this is the second death that 

all unbelievers will experience (remember, believers do not die twice, and some 

don’t ever die at all!). 

 Once more, John reminds us that if our names are not written in the Book of Life, we 

are destined for hell. Indeed, there is nothing you can do to get your name written 

in that book. All you can do is respond to the gracious call of God through the Holy 

Spirit to repent of your sins (the more sins you recognize the more you will be 

sincerely repenting) and respond to His gracious offer of salvation purchased for 

you at the cross. Then and only then (when you see the transforming power of God 

in your life making you love Him more and obeying Him more will you know that 

your name is permanently recorded in this book.   
o By the way, it is possible to know if your name is recorded there (read 1 John) and it 

is possible to know that other people’s names are recorded there. Consider 

(Philippians 4:2-3 ESV) I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask 

you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the 

gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book 

of life.  

Application 

 Be moved by the truth of these final verses. Your neighbors and friends may 

be in this line waiting their sentencing. As Charles Spurgeon once said “If 

sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our bodies. And if 

they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring 

them to stay. If Hell must be filled, at least let it be filled in the teeth of our 

exertions, and let not one go there unwarned and unprayed for.” 

 


