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Introduction  

Verses One & Two 

[1] Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a 

great chain. [2] And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for 

a thousand years, 

 John sees an angel coming down from heaven with two items, a key to the 

bottomless pit (the abyss) and a great chain. We will see that the angel’s 

assignment is to escort Satan to the bottomless pit (not hell, for the only two people 

who are in hell at this point are the anti-Christ and the false prophet). 

 It is apparent that the angel is acting as a jailer would. A jailer could escort a 

prisoner who is much stronger and more powerful than he is because the sentence 

has been passed. There is no point in fighting and so it is here, Satan knows he must 

obey God’s order to send him to the pit for a thousand years and so he goes 

peaceably (even though he has supernatural powers greater than any other 

angel, even Michael). 

 But, since Satan has never been one to obey God’s orders, he most likely will be 

tempted to or actually attempt to escape. Therefore I believe that God withdraws 

all of Satan’s power so that this inferior angel can succeed in escorting him to the 

pit. This is a good reminder again that God can cancel Satan’s power any time He 

wants to and overrule Satan’s (or demons) harassment of believers by His infinite 

power. See Luke 10:19. 

 The key and chain are not literal (meaning physical) but figurative. Chains cannot 

keep a spirit imprisoned nor can locked bars. But they are literal in the sense that 

these spiritual chains and locks act as boundaries beyond which the demons and 

Satan are not permitted to go.    

 The bottomless pit is a physical place where God imprisons demons until He decides 

they can be released to do their evil work or sent to their eternal home in hell. (See 

Revelation 9:1-2; 11 and: 

(Luke 8:30-31 ESV) Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many 

demons had entered him. And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Or 

(Jude 1:6 ESV) And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their 

proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great 

day—  

 Satan’s confinement (and I am assuming that his entire demonic army will also be 

confined) will be the first step God takes in producing a world where temptations to 



sin will be drastically reduced. This (almost) sin-free environment is necessary in 

order for the millennial reign of Christ to be the spiritually rich environment required 

to display what it is like to live under the glorious rule of our King (and what kind of 

life man chose to reject in the garden when he turned against the rule of God on 

earth). 

o Ephesians 2:1-3 reminds us of our three main sources of temptations in the 

world, namely the world, the flesh and the devil. 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 

sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying 

out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 

mankind.  

o During the millennial reign of Christ, two main sources of temptations will be 

removed. First, Satan (and his demons) will be bound so that they will be unable to 

tempt mankind (consider how much sin is prompted by demonic activity in your life 

and the lives of others around you). Secondly, the world will no longer be promoting 

its ant-God agenda through every means available to it, including the media, 

government, and educational institutions. 
 Consider how much sin is prompted by media namely immoral lifestyles, excessive 

spending etc.  

 Consider how much sin is prompted by the government, namely abortion, the war on 

the family, etc. 

 Consider how much sin is prompted by educational institutions, namely the belief in 

evolution and all of its derivative consequences, the promotion of socialism instead of 

free enterprise, etc. 

o The only remaining source of temptation will be the flesh, and even this will be 

greatly curbed because many of our fleshly appetites of success and indulgences 

will be re-focused. Success in the millennial reign of Christ will not be measured by 

wealth or status but will be felt when one uses the skills and talents God has given 

him to produce gifts for the King that best express one’s devotions and pleasure in 

Him. 

o The duration of Satan’s temporary imprisonment is 1,000 years. The church has 

various camps which believe differently about this number and whether or not it is 

literal.  
 Camp #1 is premillennialism (that’s us) which takes the number literally and means 

that we believe that Christ’s return precedes his thousand year reign on earth. 

 Camp #2 is amillennialism which believes the number is figurative and therefore there 

will not be a thousand year reign of Christ. 

 Camp #3 is postmillennialism which believes that Christ will return after Christians have 

themselves established His righteous rule on earth. 

Verse Three 

[3] and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any 

longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

 John explains why Satan is imprisoned and that is so that he will not deceive the 

nations any longer. Satan’s number one tool is deception and through it he has 

controlled the hearts and minds of world leaders throughout the millennia and 

through media and education he has deceived the minds and hearts of the 

masses.  

 When the thousand years are up, he will be released for a very short time in order to 

lure the hearts of those who have internally refused to submit to Jesus as Lord 

(despite all the inducements in a nearly sin-free world to worship God) into a full-



fledged rebellion. 

 John says that his release was necessary. We will discuss that in the next section 

(next Sunday). 

Verse Four 

[4] Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I 

saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those 

who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. 

They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

 The next scene in John’s vision, after the capture and imprisonment of Satan, is a 

vision of people sitting on thrones who have been given authority to judge. 

Immediately two questions arise. 1) Who are these throne sitters? and 2) who are 

they judging? 
o The throne sitters are likely going to be you and me along with all the saints of the 

ages who were raised or raptured at the seventh trumpet, prior to the Bowl 

judgments (God’s wrath).  
o Since these throne sitters are now given various levels of authority, we can conclude 

that the Judgment Seat of Christ (or Bema Seat Judgment) has already occurred 

(probably during the Bowl Judgments and prior to the wedding feast although the 

Bible is not specific about when this event takes place). 

(2 Corinthians 5:9-10 ESV) So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 

him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 

what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good (worthy) or evil (unworthy). 

o The judged are those who have made it through the Great Tribulation unscathed 

and who will enter into the Millennial reign of Christ with physical bodies although the 

world’s environment will have been so drastically changed and cleansed that those 

physical bodies will now live for 1,000 years. This is implied in the following verse from 

Isaiah: 

(Isaiah 65:20 ESV) No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old 

man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the 

sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.  

o John also sees a second group of people, different from the first group. This group is 

well-defined. They are: 1) those who have been beheaded by an axe (the Greek 

word is quite specific here, and 2) they are those who were beheaded because of 

their testimony regarding Jesus (so they are genuine believers) and 3) they are those 

who refused to worship the anti-Christ or his image and who refused to take the 

mark of the beast (this certainly led to their losing their heads). Therefore I conclude 

that this group is a highly select group of people who came to accept Christ after 

the rapture (Trumpet #7) and lost their lives sometime during the 7 Bowl Judgments 

of God (when the fury of Satan and anti-Christ would obviously be at its most violent 

fever pitch). For whatever reason, God chose in this revelation to single out this 

group for special attention and reward. My best guess is that of all the people in all 

the world down through all of time, this group chose to trust in Jesus at greater cost 

and with less support (look how we have benefited from our ancestors and their 

faith) than any other group.  

Verse Five  

[5] The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.  

 The rest of the dead, as John sees them, are those who have not trusted in Jesus (or 



in God’s Messiah for Old Testament times) and were sent to Hades after they died 

(just like the rich man in Luke 16:23) and have been waiting there for their final 

judgment which will take place at the Great White Throne Judgement of God at 

the end of the Millennial reign of Christ. When they are resurrected they will also be 

re-united with their bodies just as saints were re-united with their bodies only for far 

different purposes. Saints will enjoy a resurrected body for all eternity and continue 

to enjoy physical pleasures way beyond what we enjoy here on earth and, 

unbelievers will enter hell with physical bodies to experience physical and 

emotional pain for all eternity.  

 John tells us that this group of beheaded believers are either A) the first resurrection 

of B) part of the first resurrection. The only way to understand this is B) they are part 

of the first resurrection that began with Jesus, the first fruits of all who will be 

resurrected in Christ in the future. Here is Paul’s explanation of this sequence:  

(1 Corinthians 15:22-24 ESV) For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in 

his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, 

when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 

power.  

 Charles Cooper in his commentary on Revelation explains it this way: “Paul clearly 

delineates several groupings, all of which constitute “the first resurrection.” Christ is 

described as the first fruits. Metaphorically, if Christ is the first fruits, then the rest of 

the harvest follows later. Paul is using the figure of speech taken from agriculture. 

Any farmer knows that a crop does not ripen all at once. Usually, a small portion 

ripens first, then the largest portion ripens, and lastly a small portion ripens late. In 

keeping with Paul’s figure of speech, whether one is taken as the first fruits, the 

general harvest or the last of the harvest, all fruit would be considered part of the 

harvest.”1 

Verse Six 

[6] Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, 

but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

 We don’t know who utters this beatitude but its content is welcome information 

regardless of who the spokesperson is. Truly blessed are those who are part of this 

first resurrection because none of them will fall victim to the second death. The only 

death they will ever experience is their physical death (and some won’t even 

experience that). The second death is explained later as the eternal torment in the 

lake of fire that all unbelievers will be sentenced to at the Great White Throne 

Judgment of God.  

 Not only will this group not experience the second death (hell) but they will be 

God’s and Christ’s priests on earth. The job of a priest has always been to represent 

man to God and so the job of believers in the millennium will be to teach people 

about Jesus their King (the better you know Him now, the better you will be able to 

teach others later) and to bring people to a knowledge (an epignosko knowledge) 

of Jesus. 

 This position of reigning and ruling will last a thousand years. (Perhaps this will fit 

nicely into the Jewish tradition of the history of mankind lasting 7, thousand year 

days, with the final thousand years being a time of justice and holiness as their 

                                                           
1 Charles Cooper, Revelation Commentary at www.revelationcommentary.org page 172. 

http://www.revelationcommentary.org/


Messiah rules and reigns victoriously).  

 For our second hour let’s examine OT Scriptures such as Psalm 2, 22, 23 & 24 (22 – 

Our Good Shepherd Dying for us on the cross, 23 – Our Good Shepherd caring for 

us now, 24 – Our Chief Shepherd entering the Gates of Jerusalem to reign on earth) 

Psalm 72, Isaiah 11, and 65. 

Application 

 Why is judging such a special reward? Why should we look forward to this time with 

great eagerness? Could it be that during that time Jesus will be displaying the 

beauty and pleasure of living under the total rule of God as he rules from His throne 

in the re-made Jerusalem and we as His representatives get to glorify God by 

showing them Christ in His majestic glory and greatness. What a privilege! What an 

assignment! What a pleasure! 

 


