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Introduction  

Verses One & Two 

[1] After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! 

Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, [2] for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the 

great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his 

servants.” 

 After the destruction of Jerusalem by the Anti-Christ and his coalition of 10 kings, all 

of which was superintended by the sovereign hand of God for Israel’s spiritual 

adultery, John hears a unison song from a huge multitude of people in heaven. 

 That multitude now includes all saints from both Testaments (the true Church). Those 

saints have all received their promised glorified bodies (many people think the 

rapture applies only to NT saints but it actually applies to all believers from Adam on 

down. 

 The song they sing starts out with “Hallelujah”, which simply means “praise 

Jehovah”.  

 The next verse of the song praises God for three things: 1) the salvation, 2) the glory, 

and 3) the power which belongs to our God. (The definite article is in the original 

Greek).  
o The salvation we will be singing about then is the deliverance or rescue we will have 

experienced by the hand of God from the perilous wrath just meted out upon the 

wicked.  Imagine how much we could have been recipients of that wrath on earth 

or in Jerusalem had it not been for the Holy Spirit bringing our hearts to trust in Jesus 

as Lord. 
o The glory we will be singing about then is the display of God’s justice for all the world 

to see. People will definitely know that God was behind the destruction of Jerusalem 

and the destruction of all those who murdered the saints.  
 How is God glorified in your life today? Just how is it people stand back and say 

about you and me, “Only God could make that person be like, act like 

______________”? 
 Are there non-Christian people close enough to you to observe your radical God-

centeredness and God-powered faith?  
o The power we will be singing about then is the sovereign power of God to use 

human agents to accomplish His will. Notice that the Father did not have to send 

down fire from heaven to destroy Jerusalem, He used the fire the anti-Christ brought 

with him to torch the city. 
 The next verse in this heavenly hymn praises God for His perfect judgments because 

they are just and true.   
o Evidently the wickedness of the leadership in Jerusalem will be more wicked than we 

can presently imagine. We will be so excited and super glad to praise God for the 



destruction of Jerusalem on that day because the people of that city were so 

complicit in the deaths of thousands of true believers in Jesus, either directly by their 

own hand, or indirectly by promoting the anti-Christ’s regime and his rabid pursuit of 

true believers unto painful deaths. 
o Critics may argue that no one should celebrate the deaths of people like what will 

happen to Jerusalem on that day but think of ISIS soldiers now. Are they deceived by 

Satan? Of course they are and blinded to the gospel but not innocently! They know 

better. The Holy Spirit has given them sufficient witness to their hearts that what they 

are doing is wrong and that Jesus is the true Messiah and still they follow Mohammed 

(Satan’s prophet) willingly. 

(John 16:8-11 ESV)  And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning 

judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.  

(Matthew 12:31-32 ESV) Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, 

but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word against 

the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, 

either in this age or in the age to come.  

 Just how are God’s judgments just and true in this case? Because He destroyed the 

great prostitute (Jerusalem) who corrupted the earth with her immorality and 

because she shed the blood of innocent saints, and so we will sing on that great 

day. 

Verse Three 

[3] Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

 The song isn’t finished yet. The chorus is sung again, “Hallelujah” and then the final 

verse: “The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

 The smoke over Jerusalem is (will be) real and so is the smoke in the lake of fire 

where these residents will be spending their eternity. Here is where the city is 

personified into reality since God does not care about brick and mortar but about 

the residents who make up a city and who make that city either righteous or 

wicked. Therefore the city is really the people (just like the New Jerusalem is people 

not buildings or roads) and the destruction of those people will indeed last forever. 

Verse Four 

[4] And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on 

the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 

 The twenty-four elders (identity still unknown) and the four living creatures join in the 

worship by adding their voices to the chorus singing, “Amen. Hallelujah!” Amen of 

course means “let it be so”, or “so be it” and you already know what hallelujah 

means. 

 Have you practiced falling down in your worship lately? Do you have a prayer mat 

you could use to prostrate yourself before God in worship and humility? Perhaps it 

might be a good idea to get into practice and also,  

 Our posture affects our attitude even more than our attitude affects our posture. 1 

                                                             
1 https://www.ted.com/talks/amy_cuddy_your_body_language_shapes_who_you_are?language=en#t-7419 



Verse Five 

[5] And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small 

and great.” 

 There appears to be a worship leader prodding us to increase our worship. That 

leader, in my opinion, is none other than the Holy Spirit whose mission is to bring 

honor and glory to Jesus and to the Father.  

 If it is the Holy Spirit (who else but one of the Triune God would be speaking from the 

throne?), He is claiming that the Father is His God as well, just as the Father and the 

Son would be claiming that the Spirit is their God as well!  

Verse Six 

[6] Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the 

sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 

 The choir singing the first song is finished, but now another choir sings a different 

song. It must be an angelic choir and not human because the content of the song 

indicates the singers are singing about the church of Jesus Christ in the third person 

calling the church “her” instead of “us” in verse 7. 

 Couldn’t this choir have been singing this song for all eternity? Yes, but 

 This is new. This is now the first time since Adam sinned that Jesus is ruling and 

reigning on earth as well as in heaven.  This is a big deal. The excitement level for 

the angels is at an all-time high. Think how long they have been waiting for this. It’s 

been 6,000 years in the coming.   

 (Revelation 11:17-18 ESV)  “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you 

have taken your great power and begun to reign. The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the 

time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those 

who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”  

Verses Seven & Eight 

[7] Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has 

made herself ready; [8] it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is 

the righteous deeds of the saints. 

 The party in heaven keeps getting rowdier and rowdier in a holy way! The angels 

are super excited that after 6,000 years of waiting the Groom is finally going to be 

wed to his wife.  

 The word bride (numpha in Greek) in verse seven is incorrect. The Greek uses the 

word guna (not numpha) which means wife. According to Jewish wedding 

ceremonies the Bride and Groom are first betrothed. At their betrothal (think Joseph 

and Mary) they are legally husband and wife. After a period of a year (been a little 

longer for Jesus and His wife) the two get to consummate their marriage and enjoy 

a wedding feast that usually lasts a week. This marriage supper in Revelation is that 

celebration which is reflected in a Hebrew wedding. 

 The preparation for that celebration is occurring even now as the true church 

prepares herself for that wedding day by clothing herself with her righteous deeds.  

 Notice the hand of God combining with the hand of saints in this preparation. The 

verse says it was granted to her to dress herself with these deeds. The process of 

sanctification (which requires a totally different sermon series) is primarily of God 

lived out by faith in Him by His saints.  



(Philippians 1:6 ESV) And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

(Philippians 2:12-13 ESV)  [12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 

in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 

[13] for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

(Galatians 2:20 ESV) I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 

me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 

for me.  

 Our sanctification therefore is a process of faith and faith alone. Will we believe that 

Jesus is better than the sinful pleasures of life and is Jesus really better than life itself? 

Only the Holy Spirit can give us this kind of faith but He joins with us in empowering 

our faith to believe the above statements to be true. 

Verse Nine 

[9] And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

 If the true church is the wife, then who are the guests being invited to the wedding 

feast?  
o It appears that the wedding feast is not held in heaven but on earth. 

(Isaiah 25:6 ESV) On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 

rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  

(Mark 14:25 ESV) Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that 

day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

o If that is the case, then it is likely that the guests to this wedding feast are those who 

have been protected by the Great Eagle (God the Father) in Jordan and those who 

have yet to be gathered from the far corners of the earth, which are those who 

have not taken the mark of the beast. These will be the guests and they will also be 

the ones to re-populate the earth and eventually heaven during the millennial reign 

of Christ. 

 Why would it be necessary to have John write these specific words and to be 

reminded that these are the true words of God? 
o Imagine being one of those kept in hiding during the final 3.5 years of the Tribulation. 

Would they not have doubts and fears about their future? Would they not need this 

reminder to stand firm and stay put since they will be the blessed ones going into the 

millennium and will get to live a thousand years? 

Verse Ten 

[10] Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 

with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy.  

 John was so amazed at this revelation that he felt inclined to worship the 

messenger.  That was an honest mistake, but quickly corrected by the angel who 

let it be known that angels are on a par with human servants of Jesus.  


