
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

Cornerstone Church of Alexandria MN 

Pastor Darryl Knappen 

May 2016 (5-8-2016) 

Message Title: The Future of Jerusalem in Prophecy Part 2 

Today’s Passage:  Revelation  17:9-18 & Chapter 18 

Introduction  

Verses Nine-Ten The angel’s explanation of the woman riding the beast 

[9] This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; [10] 

they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does 

come he must remain only a little while. 

 As you recall, here is what John saw: 

(Revelation 17:3 ESV) And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a 

scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns.  

 This is one of the tougher passages of Scripture that requires more meditation and 

study than most parts do. That is why the angel said this explanation requires 

people who have minds with wisdom. 
o The Bible is a book meant to be understood by everyone, not just experts. However, 

it is not a pleasure novel that requires little thought. There are portions that take extra 

effort to ponder, research and dig for truth.  This is one of those passages. 
o What happens if you depend only on your pastor to teach you what the word says? 

 What if your pastor is taken from you? How will you be able to open the word 

on your own to know what will happen next?  
 The angel said that the seven heads represent seven mountains, which represent 

seven kings. Mountains are used in Scripture as a symbol of strength. 

 In the future, Jerusalem, i.e. the leadership of Israel will be married to the anti-Christ 

and his kingdom in an unholy alliance. Instead of worshiping the true God they 

were created for, they now have chosen to worship a false god, the human 

instrument of Satan, anti-Christ himself. This is more than an alliance, it is a pledge to 

accept the anti-Christ for what he claims to be, divine. They will choose to worship 

this demonically controlled agent of Satan. 

 Of the seven kings (under the control of anti-Christ) the angel says five have fallen, 

i.e. they have died. The kings representing the empires of Egypt, Assyria, Medes, 

Persian, Greece have died, Those empires are no more.  

 When the angel says that one of the kings now is, he is saying that the king who 

rules the current empire (Rome) is still living, or that Rome as an empire is still in 

existence (since the king and kingdom here are interchangeable). 

 When the angel says that the seventh king is yet to come and that his rule and 

reign will be for only a short while, he is referring to the coming anti-Christ who will 

reign for only seven years.    

 



Verse Eleven 

[11] As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. 

 One possible understanding of this verse is to refer to the beast that was (Rome as it 

existed then) and is not (Rome as it will be in the future, a non-empire) and when it 

is revived through the Revived Roman Empire it will be an eighth kingdom Satan will 

use to defeat Christ and although it might appear to be an eighth kingdom it is 

really an extension and continuation of the previous Roman Empire.  This kingdom, 

when it is revived, will quickly go to its destruction. 

Verse Twelve 

[12] And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to 

receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 

 The angel continues to explain, that in the future, this final kingdom will be ruled 

over by 10 kings (people of presidential power) but those people will not necessarily 

represent a particular nation. This makes me believe that the future Revived Roman 

Empire does not need to be comprised of 10 nations but of a ruling body of 10 very 

powerful people who act like kings in their authority. 

 The one hour is a reference to a very short period of time, not literally a 60 minute 

period. 

Verse Thirteen 

[13] These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 

 The purpose behind these 10 powerful political figures, or 10 business magnates, or 

a combination of both, is to empower the anti-Christ. He will be unable to conquer 

without their cooperation and financial/political support.  

Verse Fourteen 

[14] They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 

 It almost seems to be an absurdity that these earthly kings, working together with 

the anti-Christ can possibly think that they can win a war against supernatural 

forces, exclusively the Lord our Savior in his military glory and the saints of the ages 

with him who get to witness His might and their destruction.  

 This war is the Battle of Armageddon occurring during the Seventh Bowl judgment 

of the world.   

 That war or battle will occur at the end of the Great Tribulation. Exact chronology is 

not the angel’s concern here since he will soon be talking about the hatred 

towards Jerusalem’s leadership in the very next verse, a turning which occurs mid-

point in the 70th week of Daniel, or 3.5 years in.  

 Notice the words used to describe the saints. They are: 
o The called: (1 Peter 2:9 ESV) But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light.  

(John 6:44 ESV) No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 

raise him up on the last day. 

o The chosen: (1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 ESV) For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has 



chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the 

Holy Spirit and with full conviction.  

o The faithful: (Ephesians 1:1 ESV) Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the 

saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:  

Verse Fifteen 

[15] And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and 

multitudes and nations and languages. 

 The city of Jerusalem (the prostitute here) is occupied now (in our future) by every 

people group that comprises the anti-Christ’s empire. Notice that the angel did not 

say all peoples and nations and languages since there will be people groups 

outside of the anti-Christ’s control mid-point during the Tribulation period. 

Verse Sixteen 

[16] And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate 

and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, 

 Just as Daniel predicted, so the angel predicts here that the anti-Christ will turn on 

Israel and attack. The previous treaty, or covenant, was only a ruse to gain the trust 

of Israel so that Satan could later use the Revived Roman Empire to turn on Israel 

and destroy her like he has always wanted to do. 

(Daniel 9:27 ESV) And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the 

week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one 

who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”  

 According to this prophecy, the anti-Christ and his 10 puppet kings will kill as many 

Jews as they can. Jerusalem will be depopulated (made desolate).  This defeat will 

be an utter humiliation for Israel, she will be shamed among the nations (made 

naked). Her flesh will be devoured – a symbolic picture of what beasts do, they eat 

the flesh of their prey. Finally Jerusalem will be burned with fire. The anti-Christ, 

having I am sure removed his headquarters from the city, will burn the city to the 

ground. 

Verse Seventeen 

[17] for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their 

royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 

 The anti-Christ and his puppet followers will think it is their will they are carrying out 

but in reality, according to the angel, it is God’s will they are carrying out in terms of 

His ultimate judgment of unfaithful Israel. Remember, by now the faithful remnant 

has fled and is being constantly protected by the Great Eagle (God the Father) in 

Jordan.  

 This combination of God putting a desire in man’s heart is either passive or active. In 

the case of Nehemiah, it was certainly active (Nehemiah 2:12; 7:5).  In the case of 

Artaxerxes, it was probably active as well, literally putting thoughts and ideas into 

the heart of the king to beautify the house of the Lord in Jerusalem (Ezra 7:27). In 

the case of Pharaoh it was passive. Pharaoh hardened his own heart in not wanting 

to let the Israelites go (that was his own desire) but according to Exodus 9:12, God 

also hardened Pharaoh’s heart meaning that God allowed the original desire that 

was already there to be the predominant desire. If Pharaoh was debating about 



letting the children of Israel go or not go in Exodus 9:12, God made sure that the 

desire to release the Israelites was suppressed and the desire to hold the Israelites in 

captivity was brought to the forefront.  Therefore God was not putting evil desires 

into the heart of Pharaoh, he was simply (if that were possible here) directing 

Pharaoh’s own desires to bring about the most glorifying outcome for God.  

 That will be the same in the future when God puts it into the hearts of the kings to 

massacre Jews in Jerusalem.  This will be what they want anyway but there will 

always be conflicting emotions and desires within each of the kings. God will direct 

their desires to accomplish his purposes by bringing this desire forward and winning 

out, the desire to turn against Israel and annihilate the population. 

 This is a huge miracle of course because how do you get 10 powerful people to 

agree on anything! Yet through God’s sovereignty it will happen in order to bring 

about judgment upon the very group of people who should know better than to 

choose a false god (unfaithful Israel). 

 This doctrine of God’s sovereignty and man’s free will has often been called the 

doctrine of concurrence. If you would like to explore this antinomy feel free to 

check out resources that teach this doctrine from a God-honoring way. Here are a 

few more verses that teach this doctrine: 
o A man's steps are from the LORD; how then can man understand his way? (Proverbs 20:24 ESV) 

o The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. (Proverbs 

16:1 ESV) 

o The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps. (Proverbs 16:9 ESV) 

o Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand. 

(Proverbs 19:21 ESV) 

o Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps. 

(Psalm 135:6 ESV)  

o for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to 

do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. (Acts 4:27-28 ESV) 

Verse Eighteen 

[18] And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.”  

 Here the identity of this city is clearly revealed. The angel calls this woman “the 

great city”. That can be no other city than Jerusalem since Jerusalem was already 

called the great city earlier in the Book of Revelation. 

(Revelation 11:8 ESV)  and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is 

called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified.  

 Her identity is also revealed by the fact that she rules over the kings of the earth. 

She will do this under the rulership of the anti-Christ. That partnership is reason for 

God’s judgment upon her because she has so wickedly chosen to link up with the 

false Christ rather than the true Messiah.  

Chapter Eighteen  -  The Destruction of Jerusalem 

[1] After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was made 

bright with his glory. [2] And he called out with a mighty voice, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has 

become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt 

for every unclean and detestable beast. [3] For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual 

immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth 

have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.”  

[4] Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, 



lest you share in her plagues; [5] for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her 

iniquities. 

 [6] Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double 

portion for her in the cup she mixed. [7] As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of 

torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never 

see.’ [8] For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she will be 

burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 

 [9] And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep and 

wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. [10] They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and 

say, “Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come.”  

[11] And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore, [12] 

cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all 

kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, [13] cinnamon, spice, 

incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that 

is, human souls. [14] “The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your 

splendors are lost to you, never to be found again!” [15] The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth 

from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, [16] “Alas, alas, for the great 

city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with pearls! [17] For 

in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.” And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all 

whose trade is on the sea, stood far off [18] and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, “What city was 

like the great city?” [19] And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, “Alas, alas, 

for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single hour she has been laid 

waste. 

 [20] Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for 

you against her!” 

 [21] Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “So will 

Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; [22] and the sound of harpists 

and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you no more, and a craftsman of any craft will 

be found in you no more, and the sound of the mill will be heard in you no more, [23] and the light of a lamp 

will shine in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your 

merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.  

[24] And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on earth.”  

 

 

 

 


