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Introduction  

The Final Bowl (#7) Judgment 

Verses Seventeen – Twenty-One 

[17] The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the 

throne, saying, “It is done!” [18] And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great 

earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. [19] The 

great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, 

to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. [20] And every island fled away, and no 

mountains were to be found. [21] And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on 

people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.  

 Bowls Six and Seven are summarized in chapter 16 and will be detailed in chapters 

17-19. 

 The loud voice coming out of the Temple is, by virtue of elimination since no one is 

allowed in the Temple at this time, God’s voice.  

 This is the last of God’s wrath poured out on unbelieving mankind (those who have 

taken the mark of the beast).  

 The Bowl includes lighting, thunder, earthquake and hail in that order. The 

earthquake was the most violent earthquake ever experienced on planet earth. 

Part of the result of that earthquake was that the Great City (symbolically called 

Babylon) is going to be split into three sections.  Earlier in Revelation the term “The 

Great City” was used to identify the city of Jerusalem (the author has been using 

coded language for the identity of Jerusalem for fear of retaliation).  

 Zechariah prophecies of this future catastrophe:  

(Zechariah 14:4 ESV) On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem 

on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so 

that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward.  

 According to Zechariah, this happens at the same time as the Battle of 

Armageddon. (see Zech. 14:2) 
o Where are the saints who have been raptured at the 7th Trumpet, and are they 

somehow spectators to this battle and this earthquake and these 100 pound 

hailstones? It is my opinion that the saints are raptured (both the living and dead) to 

meet the Lord, who has descended to earth on a cloud, in the air, not in heaven. 

From a vantage point somewhere in the lower atmosphere we will be watching as 

the events of Bowls 6 & 7 unfold.  

(1 Thessalonians 4:17 ESV)  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  



 This end-time earthquake will destroy all of the world’s cities, and every island (think 

Hawaii here or even England) will be overrun by massive tsunamis. It will also level 

all of the world’s mountain ranges. Will this be part of God’s redecorating and 

restructuring the earth prior to the Millennial reign of Jesus? 

 God’s Judgment of Babylon the Great will be explicitly detailed in chapters 17-18. 

 The final act of God’s wrath (happening concurrently with the Battle of 

Armageddon) is the annihilation of the majority of the remaining population of the 

world using 100 pound hailstones as His weapon of choice. People will see others 

being killed by these hailstones and will attempt to hide in caves or shelter but what 

good will that do when the earthquake is making the mountains fall and the 

skyscrapers tumble.   There will be no place to hide.   

 Somehow, that tiny remnant of people who have refused to take the mark of the 

beast will survive. Since God is sovereign and He can control bullets flying in war to 

decide who lives and dies (a discussion point for later) can He not also control the 

path of 100 pound hailstones to kill only those marked with 666? 

 Notice the similarity between Seal #6 in the scroll to the 7th bowl judgment. This is 

one reason why I believe the Seals, once broken, are an overview of what will 

happen during the Seven Year Tribulation Period. Consider the 6th Seal: 

(Revelation 6:12-17 ESV) When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great 

earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars 

of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished 

like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then 

the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and 

everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling 

to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, 

and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  

Chapter Seventeen 

Verses One and Two 

[1] Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 

judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, [2] with whom the kings of the earth have 

committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have 

become drunk.” 

 Most likely the same angel who poured out the last bowl is the same one who is 

interpreting to John the purpose behind the judgment. 

 The great prostitute, who is seated on may waters, with whom the kings of the earth 

have committed sexual immorality is the subject of much speculation. In the verses 

ahead we will begin to unravel this mystery. 
o First we must agree that the angel is not talking about a person (a real prostitute) but 

as we will soon see a city that committed spiritual adultery by serving other gods 

than Jehovah. 
o For similar language we can turn to Matthew 23:37 where Jesus says this about 

Jerusalem calling the city a “her”: 

 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 

wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 

you were unwilling. (NASV not ESV) 

o The first clue as to which city this is, can be seen in Isaiah 1:21: 



(Isaiah 1:21 ESV)  How the faithful city has become a whore, she who was full of 

justice! Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers.  

o Later in verse 27 of Isaiah 1, the city is identified as Zion, or Jerusalem. 

o Jerusalem is called a harlot because she committed spiritual adultery by worshiping 

other gods besides Jehovah God. This was true of Jerusalem in the past but here it 

will refer to the worship of the anti-Christ. 

o Another identifier is that this city sits on many waters. (Perhaps that is why some have 

thought it might be New York!) The many waters is explained later in verse 15 as 

many peoples, nations, languages and multitudes, meaning that at this point in 

Jerusalem’s history she will be the world capital (at least the world of the anti-Christ 

where he will have his world headquarters).  

Verse Three 

[3] And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that 

was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. 

 This is not a new woman, but the same harlot being described already. Here, she is 

sitting on a scarlet beast. Revelation 12:3 speaks of a scarlet (red) dragon: 

(Revelation 12:3 ESV) And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven 

heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.  

 We have already identified this dragon (or beast) as the same as the seven empires 

(now headed up by anti-Christ) that Satan used (will use) to destroy Israel. Since the 

woman is now sitting on this dragon, it means she is paired up and joined with the 

evil empire. 

 That means the people and especially the leadership of Israel will commit 

themselves to be loyal to the anti-Christ and worship him as he demands. That 

means that Jerusalem will be back to her old practices of killing the prophets and 

saints. 

Verses Four and Five 

  [4] The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in 

her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. [5] And on her 

forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's 

abominations.” 

 Jerusalem is seen as a woman wearing purple (royal attire) and scarlet (wealth see 

Prov. 31:21) and lots of bling (more wealth).  

 The golden cup (again a symbol of wealth) is full of abominations and impurities. 

The leadership of Israel from Prime Minister on down will encourage all the leaders 

of the world to partner with and bow down to the anti-Christ. This will be extremely 

persuasive since Israel has never caved in its short history to political pressures, i.e. if 

Israel says it’s O.K. it must be O.K.   

 The name on her forehead is what John sees identifying her as the mother of all 

harlots and the epitome of all earth’s sins.  This will hardly be a road sign welcoming 

tourists to Jerusalem in the future, instead it is an accurate, yet unseen to the naked 

eye, description of what she really is. 



 The name Babylon is used to keep the true identity of this city hidden. It is not the 

Babylon of old, since that city never had a relationship with God to begin with and 

so could not be accused of committing spiritual adultery with God.  

Verse Six 

[6] And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I 

marveled greatly. 

 The future Jerusalem will be intoxicated (figure of speech here) with drinking the 

blood of the saints and the blood of the witnesses (martyrs, same word). I believe 

that the leadership of Jerusalem will be instrumental in hunting down any Christians 

who are in Israel, or who are brought to Israel by force, and will have participated in 

the execution of the two witnesses we read about earlier. 

Verse Seven 

  [7] But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast 

with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 

 John is about to get an explanation of who the woman is and who the beast is. 

Verse Eight 

 [8] The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. 

And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the 

world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. 

 The beast is (in my opinion) a composite of both kingdom and king. The kingdom 

was the empires Satan used to destroy Israel and the new kingdom (the Revived 

Roman Empire) will be headed up by none other than the anti-Christ.  

 The old Roman Empire ceased to exist (“is not” according to the text above) but 

will rise from the bottomless pit and go to its destruction. The demon fully charged 

with possessing the ant-Christ will indeed come up from the bottomless pit and 

inhabit him, along with Satan on occasion. 

 The fact that the earth-dwellers marvel reminds us of the attention received when 

the anti-Christ died of a mortal wound and was brought back to life. A revived 

Roman Empire won’t be very sensational to a watching world, but a world leader 

that is clinically dead and comes back to life? Now that will be amazing (and 

deceiving). 

 This miraculous display will deceive only those whose names have not been written 

in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world. This is another way of saying the 

elect will not be deceived by this monster. John is re-iterating what Paul has already 

taught in Ephesians 1:4, which is: 

(Ephesians 1:4-5 ESV)  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 

be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will,  

Application 

 Be very careful about blind, uncritical, unconditional and absolute support 

for the nation of Israel in the future. She is not, as a secular nation, God’s 

invincible and sovereignly protected nation. Only the righteous remnant is. 


