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Introduction  

Verses One & Two 

[1] Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the earth the 

seven bowls of the wrath of God.” [2] So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and 

harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

 Do you think that every last person on the planet who has taken the mark of the 

beast deserves to receive these plagues, beginning with the sores, plague #1? 
o Likely, not everyone left is equally evil,  
o But all that are left are equally guilty of spurning the grace of a holy God. 

 When Jesus told Peter to forgive his enemy 70 times 7 times might we not expect 

God to do the same?  Yet, we fail to realize that God has put off His wrath 

70,000,000 times 7 for each enemy of His grace. 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 

knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your 

hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 

when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:4-5 ESV) 

See also Romans 3:10-18 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. (Romans 3:23-25 

ESV) 

 The sores poured out in plague #1 are perhaps the same as the boils the 

Egyptians suffered from in plague #6 (Exodus 9). 

 These sores are described as harmful and painful. In terms of pain, think tooth 

abscess here only over an entire body. In terms of harmful, think bacteria which 

cause abscesses and the destructive power they have over a healthy body. 

 There will be no medication available to treat these infections since the supply of 

antibiotics and anesthesia agents will be depleted.  

 If a beast worshiper saw everyone around him with boils, except for one Christ-

worshiper without boils, what might he be thinking? Is it too late to repent 

perhaps? How do you remove the mark of the beast? YES, it is too late to repent 

and NO you can’t remove the mark of the beast! 



Verse Three 

[3] The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every 

living thing died that was in the sea. 

 All the oceans of the world are immediately turned into blood when the second 

angel pours out the contents of the second bowl which causes all sea life to die. 

The blood of a corpse has no life-giving power. Even if you could get the blood 

out of a dead person, it could not be used for transfusions, unlike most every 

other organ which could be used for transplants. 

 Why would God destroy all sea life? Could it be: 
o That God was taking away man’s food supply? 
o Or, that God was preparing to cleanse the earth of all pollution in order to rebuild the 

world to sustain a new environment? 

o Or, did God simply want people to be offended by the stench? 
o Verses 4-7 may give us a clue 

Verses Four – Seven 

[4] The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. [5] 

And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you 

brought these judgments. [6] For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given 

them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!” [7] And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, 

true and just are your judgments!” 

 The third bowl, when emptied, turned all fresh water to blood and because of 

people’s extreme thirst they will be tempted to and actually will drink the blood 

coming out of wells and lakes they used to use to quench their thirst. They will 

survive on this liquid. It is not water. 

o This is one main reason why I place these Bowl Judgments occurring during the 

middle 30 days of Daniel’s prophecy of 1260 days, 1290 days, and 1335 days in 

Daniel 12. If these Bowl Judgments were to be executed earlier, say mid-way 

during the 7 year period, then all of mankind would have perished for lack of 

water. People can only survive a few days without water.  

 An angel who is responsible for maintaining the water supply on earth explains why God 

was justified in depleting all sources of water on earth. It was retribution for the sin of 

spilling the blood of martyrs, especially during the Tribulation.  
o Were all inhabitants of earth at this time responsible or partially responsible for the 

deaths of the saints?  YES, since they did nothing to prevent the anti-Christ from 

taking the lives of the saints or did nothing to offer sanctuary to the saints. 

 The only source of water that remains is stored water which will be in limited supply. 

 How can an altar speak? Is this symbolic? Or literal?  

o There is no one inside the Temple at this time so no angel or man could speak 

from inside the temple grounds so. . . 

o Did God make the altar come alive, so to speak, like He said he could make the 

rocks cry out (Luke 19:14)?  No one knows. 

 But, both the angels and the altar are testifying to the justice of God. God is NOT 

exceeding his righteous justice here by going too far. All of the earth will need to hear 

that when his wrath begins to flow (actually they need to hear it now!). 



 Notice that since the earth dwellers refused to drink of the blood of Christ that gives life, 

they will be forced to drink of the blood of God’s wrath that brings death. 

Verses Eight & Nine 

[8] The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire. [9] They 

were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. 

They did not repent and give him glory. 

 In the trumpet judgments (#4) the sun was darkened by one-third. Here, the sun 

is allowed to burn it’s brightest and cause all the beast worshipers, who are 

already parched with a lack of water, and are in excruciating pain because of 

the boils or skin ulcers, to become extremely sun-burnt. 

o Could this be connected to the lack of moisture so that there is now no cloud 

cover to shield people from the sun?  

 The result of their suffering is to curse God for their misery. Evidently they now 

know the source of the plagues and admit that God is causing the boils and the 

lack of water and now the scorching heat of the sun to afflict them. 

 Yet, despite knowing the source, and perhaps the reason (since I believe they 

heard the angel testifying about God’s justice being carried out in these 

plagues), these beast worshipers refused to worship and repent.  

o This implies that all who took the mark of the beast did so knowingly and 

voluntarily, and that it wasn’t the mark that condemned them but a hardened 

heart. Not one of these individuals would be found trying to scrape off the mark 

from their forehead or hand in hopes that God would forgive their “mistake”. No, 

to the very end, like the god they chose to worship, they would rebel and curse 

the very God who gave them life. 

Verses Ten and Eleven 

[10] The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into 

darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish [11] and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and 

sores. They did not repent of their deeds.   

 The fifth bowl eliminates all light from most, if not now all of the earth. Power 

plants are inoperable so artificial light is unavailable. The sun’s light is re-directed, 

somehow leaving the beast worshipers stumbling around in darkness. They are 

already covered in sores, extremely thirsty, sun burnt and now unable to see two 

inches in front of them so they will stumble around and hit objects that will only 

make their pain more severe. 

 I am not sure why people would gnaw their tongues except to transfer the pain 

from one spot on their bodies to another. 

Verses Twelve – Fourteen 

[12] The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to prepare 

the way for the kings from the east. [13] And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the 

mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. [14] For they 

are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for 

battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 



 The sixth bowl judgment causes the armies of the world to gather for the War of 

Armageddon. Any animosities kings may have in the future against the anti-

Christ are laid aside to battle a common enemy who is our God and His 

anointed One our Messiah. Almost all of humanity (except the remnant who will 

go into the millennium alive) will be gathered for this war (and any who can’t 

make this journey will die in Bowl #7). 

 Why the Euphrates must be dried up is not known, but perhaps since it has 

already turned to blood it is impossible to cross the river without dying or 

drowning. By drying it up, God paves the way for Eastern kings to join western 

kings in an unholy alliance of forces to battle the King of Kings.  

 Is this what God was predicting in Zechariah 14? 

(Zechariah 14:1-5 ESV) Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be 

divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall 

be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, 

but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight 

against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the 

Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two 

from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and 

the other half southward. And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the 

mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of 

Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  

(Zechariah 14:12 ESV) And this shall be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the peoples 

that wage war against Jerusalem: their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their 

eyes will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths.  

 That demons coming out of the mouths of the unholy trinity are necessary to 

convince the kings of the earth to gather what is left of their armies to fight Jesus 

is obvious. What king would want to commit suicide or to waste an entire army to 

fight the King of Kings? They will however be persuaded by these powerful 

demons to do just that by most likely inciting the hatred that is already there for 

God Almighty. 

Verse Fifteen 

[15] (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that 

he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) 

 What is the point and the meaning of this warning from Jesus? First the meaning: 

o Charles Cooper1 quotes Alfred Eidersheim from his book The Temple, It’s Ministries 

and Service when he says: “These words literally describe, as we learn from the 

Rabbis, the punishment awarded to the Temple-guards if found asleep at their 

posts; and the Rabbinical account of it is curiously confirmed by the somewhat 

naïve confession of one of their number, that on a certain occasion his own 

maternal uncle had actually undergone the punishment of having his clothes set 

on fire by the captain of the Temple as he went on his rounds at night. . .During 

the night the ‘captain of the temple’ made his rounds. On his approach the 

                                                           
1 Charles Cooper’s Revelation Commentary 



guards had to rise and salute him in a particular manner. Any guard found asleep 

when on duty was beaten, or his garments were set on fire-a punishment, as we 

know, actually awarded.” 
o It appears that Jesus’ warning here refers to the practice of the Temple captain 

disrobing a soldier and then setting his clothes on fire so that he would have to 

return home naked (and ashamed) for failing to stay awake while on duty. 

 Now the point: In this context it seems that Jesus is warning any who are left on 

earth (non-beast-worshiping inhabitants) to stay away from Jerusalem and from 

the armies who are being gathered there. If you listen to the demons, or the 

recruiters and enlist, you will die. Stay away.   

Verse Sixteen 

[16] And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

 Charles Cooper in his commentary believes this geographical site is the Valley of 

Jezreel (the Jewish name) or the Valley of Esdraelon (the Greek name). There 

used to be an ancient city called Megiddon on the southwest portion of the 

valley. Two great mountains stand to the northeast and southeast of the hill of 

Meggido, Mt. Tabor and Mt. Gilboa. Between these two mountains runs the 

Valley of Jezreel, which is 15 miles wide at its widest point. It will be the place of 

God’s great slaughter of the nations depicted in Revelation 19:11-21. 2   

Application 

 Answer the question – Is your Christian walk with Jesus close enough, 

strong enough, intimate enough to endure through the suffering we are 

about to endure? If not, what will you do about it now to make sure it will 

be? 

 

                                                           
2 Charles Cooper’s commentary on Revelation 


