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Introduction  

Verse One 

[1] Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are the 

last, for with them the wrath of God is finished. 

 John saw another sign in heaven. The first signs he saw earlier were the woman in 

labor (faithful Israel) the child born (King Jesus) and the dragon (Satan and his 

world empires).  

 This chapter is a preview of what is going to be described in detail in chapter 16. 

 It would appear that the angels who are holding in their hands the bowls filled 

with seven plagues are going to pour out the last of God’s wrath upon the earth-

dwellers, wrath that began earlier with the Trumpet Judgments. Although it is 

hard to be dogmatic here, one can make a case that the wrath of God doesn’t 

begin until the last trumpet has sounded and the Bowl Judgments begin.  
o The phrase, for with them the wrath of God is finished, makes it sound like the Bowls 

complete the wrath of God that began earlier with either the Scrolls or the 

Trumpets. If that is the case then if the saints are raptured at the Last Trumpet then 

somehow they were in this world while the wrath of God was being poured out 

(not biblical) or that they were singled out and protected from His wrath, much 

like the Israelites were protected in Egypt from some of the plagues, or 
o The word for finished in Greek (telew) may mean something other than finished. 

According to the Bauer, Arndt and Gingrich lexicon, the word telew may also 

mean (meaning #2) “accomplished” or “fulfilled”. That would indicate that in the 

seven bowls which are the last of the plagues to come the wrath of God is 

accomplished, or fulfilled. 
o Also, although this is an argument from silence, there is no mention of the wrath of 

God during the 7 Trumpet Judgments, unlike specific references to the wrath of 

God in the 7 Bowl Judgments. 

Verse Two 

[2] And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered 

the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in 

their hands. 

 Before the angels start tipping over the contents of the bowls, John sees an 

audience who are about to witness this retribution event. 

 First he sees a sea of glass. Perhaps it is the same sea he had seen earlier in 

Revelation 4:6 when John saw a vision of the throne room of God in Heaven. It 



seems as if this sea of glass is able to support a mass of people standing on it (not 

that weight matters much in Heaven) and perhaps it is transparent like glass so 

that those standing on it might be able to look down and see what is happening 

on the surface of the earth. 

 The fire might suggest that the wrath of God (fire) is immediately present and is 

about to be poured out in the Bowl Judgments (just speculating here). 

 The audience present to witness this outpouring are those (front and center 

anyway) who lived during the time of the beast and defeated him by refusing to 

worship him or his image or receive the mark, either his name or his number on 

their forehead of hand. 

 These attendees to the grand display of God’s pent-up fury are in the process of 

worshiping using harps. (I wonder what kind of song they are singing – maybe a 

battle hymn). 

 This, along with the rest of the rewards of eternity are what we must concentrate 

on if we are blessed (you might think cursed) to live during these perilous times. 
o We know the hardships Christians will face during this time. They will be: 

 Locked out of the financial system so will be unable to purchase food, even if they 

had the money to do so, 
 Unable to work since employers cannot credit non-believers (that’s what we will 

be called for refusing to worship the anti-Christ) electronic accounts with credits.  
 Unable to heat their houses since electricity is needed to run the furnace and must 

be paid for in anti-Christ authorized credits. 
 Unable to worship overtly – we won’t be able to gather on 7th and Hawthorne at 

this time but will have to worship underground. 
 And, possibly losing the right to keep our children, since the new regime will have 

declared martial law everywhere and the constitutional rights of every country are 

null and void, which means we must do everything in our power to teach our 

children early to love God and to know what is coming so that they can remain 

faithful (and then trust the Lord to take care of them while under the state’s 

indoctrination and care). 
 Yet this will be a time of blessing! The prosperity and lack of persecution the 

church in the west has experienced over the last 300 years is an anomaly. The 

church grows during persecution, people’s faith deepens, their relationship with 

the Lord becomes more intimate and tangible, and miracles will happen of 

God’s provision and care for His children that will increase our faith even more. So 

don’t dread this time. God will remain faithful to His people! 

Verse Three  

[3] And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and 

amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! 

 Could it be that we will learn to sing the following song and memorize it by 

heart?  (See the rest of the song in Deuteronomy 32) 

(Deuteronomy 31:21-22 ESV) And when many evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall 

confront them as a witness (for it will live unforgotten in the mouths of their offspring). For I know what they 

are inclined to do even today, before I have brought them into the land that I swore to give.” So Moses 

wrote this song the same day and taught it to the people of Israel.  

Verse Four 

[4] Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and 

worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 



 Sounds like a summary of Deuteronomy 32! 

Verses Five and Six 

[5] After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, [6] and out of the 

sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes 

around their chests. 

 We are uncertain what the Tabernacle of the Testimony is except that it might 

be the original in heaven from which the earthly Tabernacle was copied. One of 

the main functions of the Tabernacle of Testimony was to store the Law of God 

and insure its survival throughout the centuries. 

 Perhaps this tent of Witness is also a place where the record of all the evil deeds 

done to God’s people is recorded and kept safe for future indictments and 

sentencings. 

 It was from this locale that the seven angels who carried the seven bowls filled 

with the seven plagues appeared. Perhaps directly from the court chambers to 

the place of sentencing (at least for earthly punishments-eternal punishments will 

be meted out later). 

 These angels are attired in clothing indicating purity (bright linen) and higher 

status (golden sashes). 

Verses Seven and Eight 

[7] And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of 

God who lives forever and ever, [8] and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from 

his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.  

 The angels receive the bowls from one of the four living creatures indicating that 

those closest to God carried the contents of God’s wrath directly from God to 

the angels delivering it upon the earth-dwellers. 

 Why did John describe God as the one who lives forever and ever? I believe it is 

to show the contrast between the anti-Christ, who claimed to be God, and who 

is about to die (physically) and the God of Heaven who has always been and 

who will always be. Will not this be an extremely important detail for saints to 

remember during this time of Great Tribulation? Whose side do you eventually 

want to end up on?  

 The sanctuary of Heaven was filled with smoke from the glory of God. This was 

reminiscent of times in the OT when God’s glory descended upon the Temple 

and no one was allowed to enter. (See Lev. 16:12-13; Exodus 19:18, 40:34-35; 

Isaiah 6:4) 

 Why prohibit entrance to God’s presence now? Were we not led to believe that 

when we get to heaven we will always have access to the throne of God?  

1. I am not sure we will want to be in God’s presence when He is about to display 

His pent-up wrath upon the wicked of earth. 
2. It will do no good to enter into His presence for the purpose of interceding on 

behalf of anyone left on earth (even if they are loved ones) since there will be no 

turning back now from carrying out the wrath of God.  
3. This is an example of the combination of God’s holiness, (His smoke filled 

entrances in the OT) and its relationship to His anger.  God is never less holy when 

He is exercising His wrath (unlike many today who judge God by saying He is/was 



cruel and arbitrary when He ordered Israel to wipe out the Canaanite nations.  

Application 

 There is no place for fear in the Christian’s future 

(1 Peter 3:13-15 ESV)  Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you 

should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for 

a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,  

 


