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Introduction  

Review 14:1-13 

 In verses 1-5 we see the 144,000 Israelites who follow the Lamb gathered around 

Jesus in Jerusalem to rescue and win the remnant that has been hiding in 

protection east of Jerusalem.  

 We read in Zechariah that one third of Israelites have escaped to the east to be 

protected by God and will link up with the 144,000 just prior to the War of 

Armageddon.  

(Zechariah 13:8-9 ESV) In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off and perish, 

and one third shall be left alive. And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines 

silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. I will 

say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”  

 In verses 6-13 we read of three angels who fly horizontally across the earth with 

voices loud enough so that all can hear, warning the remaining inhabitants of 

the earth to 1) repent, 2) stop idolizing Babylon the center of trade and idol 

worship, and 3) to not take the mark of the beast or else they will perish in hell 

forever. This group of people will be comprised of both Israelites and Gentiles 

scattered across the globe. They will be collected by angels no doubt, during 

the final 45 days of earth’s history before the millennial reign of Christ begins. See 

Daniel 12:11-12.  

 Isaiah speaks of this collection of non-beast worshiping Israelites in Isaiah 11. 

(Isaiah 11:10-12 ESV) In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of 

him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. In that day the Lord will extend 

his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from 

Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of 

the sea. He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather 

the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  

(Isaiah 11:16 ESV) And there will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that remains of his 

people, as there was for Israel when they came up from the land of Egypt.  

Ever wonder what will happen to the majority who do worship the beast and 

have taken his mark on their forehead or hand? 

 

Verse Fourteen 



[14] Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a 

golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 

 A super angel who is elevated in authority and rank is given permission by God 

through another angel to start the harvest of people in preparation for their final 

judgment. Some will be singled out to endure the 7 Bowls of God’s Judgment 

(soon to be described in chapter 15) and others will be singled out to enlist in the 

anti-Christ’s army which will wage war in the battle of Armageddon. 

 This angel, like most heavenly beings, is transported by a cloud. He looks very 

human-like. 

 And, he is armed with one very sharp sickle. The sharpness indicates it (the sickle) 

has been prepared to effectively harvest the individuals so that no stalk (person 

escapes the gathering. 

Verses Fifteen & Sixteen 

 [15] And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put 

in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” [16] So he 

who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

 The angel’s instructions from God the Father, passed along by another angel 

(look how God likes to get everyone involved), was to start slicing. The hour of 

ripeness (wickedness) has arrived. 

 This is most likely the same harvest mentioned by Jesus and earlier, by Joel.  

(Matthew 13:36-43 ESV)   Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came 

to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the 

kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and 

burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 

gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery 

furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like 

the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.  

(Joel 3:13 ESV) Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe (wheat harvest). Go in, tread, for the 

winepress is full (grape harvest). The vats overflow, for their evil is great.  

 This is a summary in symbolic form of what is going to happen in Bowl Judgments 

1-7.  It is not a literal gathering of people to one place for the Bowl Judgments 

occur world-wide and everyone in the world (still left) experience them. 

Verses Seventeen - Nineteen 

[17] Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. [18] And another 

angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to 

the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for 

its grapes are ripe.” [19] So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of 

the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

 This is the second harvest of people destined for judgment and the following 

verse clearly links this verse to the Battle of Armageddon. 

 We don’t know what John means by the angel who has authority over the fire, 

but fire is traditionally used as a symbol of God’s righteous anger and wrath. This 



angel may be God’ s divine instrument to unleash the forces necessary to carry 

out God’s wrath. 

 The winepress is symbolic of the Valley of Jehoshaphat where the remaining 

millions of beast worshipers will gathered to fight the futile Battle of Armageddon. 

Verse Twenty 

[20] And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a 

horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia.  

 This prediction is almost too phenomenal to believe and so many scholars say it is 

obviously symbolic. However, I do not see any reason to take such a specific 

statement in any other way but literal.   

 This harvest is a summary of what we will be reading about in detail in the 

chapters to come but specifically about the Battle of Armageddon, so . . . here is 

what Scripture says about that great battle. 
o The detailed account of this battle is found in Revelation 19:11-21 which will be 

left for future study but a sampling of OT prophecies of this battle will give us 

additional insight as to location and degree of slaughter. 

(Joel 3:9-13 ESV) Proclaim this among the nations: Consecrate for war; stir up the mighty 

men. Let all the men of war draw near; let them come up. Beat your plowshares into 

swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, “I am a warrior.” Hasten and 

come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down your warriors, 

O LORD. Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for 

there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go 

in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great.  

(Zechariah 14:1-5 ESV)  Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from 

you will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to 

battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of 

the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 

Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of 

battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on 

the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide 

valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. 

And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach 

to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 

Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  

o The Valley of Jehoshaphat is the same as the Kidron Valley to the east of 

Jerusalem. According to this prophecy, the blood of the soldiers who have 

gathered there will flow as high as 4.5 feet in various places of that valley. What a 

vivid, if not grisly image of a winepress pouring out the blood of humans instead 

of grapes! 
o The sword that proceeds from the mouth of our Lord (Revelation 19) must 

cause every last soldier there to lose every last ounce of blood in their bodies. 

The average person has between 1.2 and 1.5 gallons of blood flowing in their 

bodies. Multiply 1.5 gallons times an army of at least 200,000,000 (Remember 

this army is every last person the anti-Christ could muster from all that remains 

left of the human population so it could be more) and you will have a river 

flowing with 300,000,000 million gallons of blood.  

o I believe that God intends to make a statement here. Wicked man 

shed His Son’s precious blood on the cross, and no amount of human 

blood could ever match that priceless payment and, 

o Sinful anti-Christ also shed the blood of millions of believers who were 



martyred for their faith so it is payback time. (We may be instructed to 

turn the other cheek when persecuted for our faith but God cannot 

allow the injustices done to His children to go unanswered!).  

o The Valley of Jehoshaphat, mentioned above in Zechariah, seems however to be 

the stem of a geographical funnel where most of the soldiers die and the most 

blood is spilt but the battle itself is waged across much of Israel originating 

perhaps in the Plain of Megiddo. Revelation 16:16 tells us that this battle will occur 

in a place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

(Revelation 16:16 ESV)  And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is 

called Armageddon.  

o The word Armageddon is pronounced Harmageddon and means “Mount 

Megiddo”. One problem, there is no Mt. Megiddo, although there is a plain 

called the Plain of Megiddo, 60 miles north of Jerusalem and traditionally this is 

where the church and its teachers have predicted the focal point of the battle 

will be. If so, blood from that battle will be spread out over 200 miles (1600 

stadia) nearly the length of all of Israel. 

Application 

o Those who are being harvested in these verses chose the temporal, 

fading, belly-motivated options that proved to be eternally disastrous. Let 

us not make the same mistake on a lesser level today by valuing things of 

this world more than we value the things that are eternal. 

 

 

 

 


