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Introduction  

Verses Six and Seven 

[6] Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell 

on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. [7] And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God 

and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and 

earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

 One of heaven’s angels is given the assignment to fly through the air and deliver a 

message to all of earth’s inhabitants. Logistically speaking, this is hard to fathom 

how this is possible to do. How can one angel get all the world’s attention so that 

in a matter of hours (not days) the entire remaining inhabitants of the planet will 

hear a message to repent? 

o For this reason scholars suggest this is figurative and they teach that the angel is really 

the church going out and preaching the gospel message to everyone on earth. 

o The problem with this view is that if you take passages like this figuratively, when the 

text plainly says it was an angel flying, then why not take anything or everything in 

Revelation (or all of Scripture figuratively) and make it say whatever you want it to 

say.  And, the gospel mentioned here is not the same gospel the church is preaching. 

o Possible solutions: 
 Must angels always be limited to 6 feet in length or smaller, the size of normal 

humans? 
 Must their voices be limited to earthly volumes and decibels? 

 The message this angel is communicating is called an eternal gospel. 

This does not necessarily mean that it is the same gospel, the gospel of 

Christ that the church is preaching. 

 The audience is earth dwellers from every tribe, language and nation. The only 

people left on earth would be non-Christians since by now the church has been 

raptured and the 144,000 are gathered with Jesus to rescue the remnant of faithful 

Israel who have fled Jerusalem and are being protected by The Eagle (God the 

Father) somewhere east of Jerusalem. 

o There will be a handful of people left on the planet who have not yet heard of Jesus 

as Messiah and who have also not received the mark of the beast who need to 

repent before it is too late to do so. This includes a scattering of Israelites who will be 



brought to Jerusalem after the 30 days of God’s wrath are over as well as a sprinkling 

of gentiles. 

(Isaiah 13:12 ESV) I will make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of 

Ophir.  

 This also means that somehow, someone from every tribe and language will survive 

all of the trumpet judgments as well as the efforts of the anti-Christ to starve them out 

since they have not chosen to receive the mark of the beast. DK speculation: 

Perhaps one of each gender so that the nation or tribe or language will be able to 

re-populate itself during the millennium in order for there to be nations who will be 

bringing gifts to the king. 

(Revelation 21:24-26 ESV) By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring 

their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They 

will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.  

 The content of the angel’s message is a message of repentance. God is offering the 

handful of people left who can repent a chance to repent. Why now? Because the 

hour of God’s judgment and wrath have come. Previously Scripture spoke of the 

“Day of the Lord” but not now. Now we are down to hours. It is that imminent. 

o But is this gospel the angel is proclaiming the same gospel we proclaim? No, it is not. 

The gospel of Christ that we proclaim is this: Jesus (God incarnate) came to earth to 

give His life on the cross to pay for our sins and then rose on day 3 to give us eternal 

life and by believing (trusting and surrendering) in Him we will be saved. 

o This eternal gospel (in Revelation 14) does not mention Jesus, although it will lead 

these people eventually to Jesus.  Therefore, there are two gospels!! 

o The first gospel is the one John the Baptist preached and Jesus preached. It is a gospel 

of God’s wrath against ungodliness with a warning to repent so as not to be a target 

of that wrath. For example: 

 There is the gospel of the kingdom (the one spoken of here as well as in Matthew 

24) and the gospel of Christ. This worldwide angelic proclamation to repent is what 

Jesus was referring to when he said: 

(Matthew 24:14 ESV)  And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 

whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  

 Verses that Describe the Gospel of the Kingdom (announcing God’s wrath) 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:1-2 ESV) 

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” (Matthew 4:17 ESV) 

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 

(Matthew 4:23 ESV) 

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 

(Matthew 9:35 ESV) 

 Verses that describe a change to the Gospel of Christ 



(Matthew 16:21-22 ESV) From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 

and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 

“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.”  

 The proper response to the angel’s message is to fear God (1st step in coming to 

Christ) then give God glory (admit he is worthy of worship) then worship face 

down the sovereign God. This is the same message that the God-fearers in both 

testaments responded to and were later saved as they eventually heard of Christ 

(OT saints in Abraham’s Bosom, and NT God-fearers through the spreading of the 

gospel message- Think Cornelius here). So, if these earth dwellers will respond to 

this call to repentance that will put them in the same category as God-fearers in 

the OT and NT, who will accept Christ once they meet him.  

Verse Eight 

[8] Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations 

drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.” 

 The identity of this mysterious city called Babylon will be dealt with in Chapters 17 

& 18. For now, all we will say is that this city has seduced the nations of the world 

to lust after her commerce. This has a lot to do with the Anti-Christ setting up his 

headquarters in this city, and requiring all merchants (businesses) to submit to his 

idolatrous demands in order to do business world-wide. 

Verses Nine and Ten 

[9] And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and 

its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, [10] he also will drink the wine of God's 

wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the 

presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

 All three angels are preaching to the same audience, that handful of people who 

have not received the mark of the beast (but have also not committed 

themselves to Jesus perhaps because they have not been told of Jesus). This 

group needs to hear the message of each angel: 1) repent for God’s wrath is 

coming, 2) don’t do business with Babylon, and 3) whatever you do, don’t take 

the mark of the beast (which means you have agreed to worship him). 

 This group is the same group of people Jesus called the “sheep” compared to the 

“goats” in the following passage: 

(Matthew 25:31-32 ESV)  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 

he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  

 As the anti-Christ assembles an army to wage the war of Armageddon, intense 

pressure will be placed upon any remaining holdouts. It is this group of holdouts 

that these warnings are for, the sheep in Matthew 25.  

 If they succumb to the pressure to receive the mark for the beast by taking an 

oath of loyalty to worship him, they will face an everlasting punishment. That 



punishment will be an eternal torment in hell (a place of Sulphur and fire) and the 

suffering will be witnessed by both Jesus and the holy angels. 

Verse Eleven 

 [11] And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these 

worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”   

 The angel expands on the eternality of the punishment in hell. It never ever, ever, 

ends. There is no cessation of the physical, and emotional suffering.   

Verses Twelve and Thirteen 

[12] Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their 

faith in Jesus. [13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the 

Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 

follow them!”  

 There will be many who are martyred in this category (the sheep of Matthew 25) 

and they will need to know prior to their martyrdom what awaits them after they 

breathe their last. They will be rewarded for their faithfulness.  To see what that 

faithfulness on their part looks like read Matthew 25:31-46.  

 Once again we are reminded that our deeds follow us into eternity and any 

sacrificial effort we make to glorify Jesus or minister in His name will be forever 

honored.  

 

 

 


