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Introduction  

Verse Eleven 

[11] Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 

 Just as the Father is worthy of worship and the Son directs our worship to Him, so 

does the Spirit direct our worship to Jesus the Son. 

 Satan as the Great Imitator and Deceiver does the same since he is motivated 

by the desire to be worshiped. He makes the anti-Christ direct worship towards 

himself (Satan, probably by another name) and he makes the second beast we 

see here in this passage direct worship towards the anti-Christ. Of course the 

main difference motivating worship between the two trinities is; the first is 

motivated by love and the second is motivated by fear. 

 The beast we see in this passage is the third member of the unholy trinity. He will 

play the part of the Holy Spirit in directing worship to the anti-Christ. 

 This man is later identified as the “false prophet” in Revelation 19. 

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs 

by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its 

image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. (Revelation 19:20 ESV)  

 Scholars can only speculate what it means that this person comes out of the 

earth but some simply say it means that he is human and not a supernatural 

being. 

 The fact that he had two horns like a lamb seem to indicate that he has power 

(twice that of a normal king but far less than the anti-Christ). 

 The fact that he speaks like a dragon indicates that like the dragon he worships 

(Satan) he too will be speaking blasphemous things about God the Father and 

Jesus our Savior. 

Verse Twelve 

[12] It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants 

worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 

 This false prophet will have equal power and authority as the anti-Christ having 

had it delegated to him by the anti-Christ who had his authority and power 

given to him by Satan.   



 The verse is misleading if one takes it to say that the beast can only be powerful 

and authoritative in the presence of the anti-Christ, because what does distance 

matter? So, it means instead that the false prophets operates under the authority 

and power of the anti-Christ. 

 Notice what his main job is. It is to make the inhabitants of the earth worship the 

first beast. He does this by force and intimidation.  

Verse Thirteen 

[13] It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 

 Satan knows that people are impressed by the miraculous so he will give power 

also to this false prophet to perform miracles much like Elijah did on Mount 

Carmel. (1 Kings 18). 

 This fact helps us to be extremely cautious when we see individuals who claim to 

be able to, and perhaps do perform miracles, that we discern where the power 

to do so comes from.  

 Even if they say the power comes from Christ, where is the glory going? That 

should tell a great deal about the authenticity of that person’s faith and 

agenda. 

Verse Fourteen 

[14] and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on 

earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 

 The description of these two men as “beasts” is for us as believers not the world. 

The world will be deceived. These two men will come in disguise and only 

believers will be able to see through their disguise. Most likely they will be 

handsome, winsome (at first) charismatic (in the non-spiritual use of the word) 

and appealing.  

 This false prophet will somehow convince many that God the Father is a loser 

and Satan’s false Christ is a winner. Therefore he will convince the world that they 

need to worship the winner by making an image (either of himself personally) or 

an image like Nebuchadnezzar had made that would give the glory to Satan 

instead of to God. 

 The fact that he is instructing people how to worship indicates this person is a 

high-ranking religious official who presides over a new religious body that in all 

likelihood will have amalgamated all the world’s religions into one to the 

exclusion of Christ. 

Verse Fifteen 

[15] And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even 

speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 

 Somehow, through demonic powers, the false prophet will cause the inanimate 

image to come to life and speak. We do not know if he does more than speak 



like sit up and stand or walk, but if he has the power to speak he may also have 

the power to be mobile. 

 The false prophet has such authority that he will dictate that anyone who does 

not worship the image of the beast to be killed.  

Verses Sixteen and Seventeen 

[16] Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the 

right hand or the forehead, [17] so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of 

the beast or the number of its name. 

 The false prophet or religious leader will have the power to prevent anyone on 

earth from eating or purchasing food (or any other essentials of life) unless they 

have received a mark. That mark is more than a code to have passed through a 

scanner. It is an indication that the wearer has made a pledge of loyalty to the 

anti-Christ. This is indicated by the previous verse which says that if people refuse 

to worship the image of the beast they will be killed. Those who want to eat will 

worship the image and be marked. Those who refuse will starve. 

Verse Eighteen 

[18] This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the 

number of a man, and his number is 666.  

 I agree with many commentators that this verse is the most difficult verse in the 

entire book of Revelation to interpret or understand. Many people have played 

with numerology, and assigned numbers to various letters which when added 

together add up to 666 and the letters spelling the various names of evil men 

down through the centuries. 

 I agree with John Walvoord on this verse that the simplest and best way to 

understand this verse is to accept that the number represents the number of 

man and not the number of God which would be a 7 or a 777, the number of 

perfection. When the final anti-Christ is revealed somehow this n umber will be 

connected to his name or to his motto so that people will be required to wear it 

as a sign of their devotion to him and their loyalty to him. 

 


