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Introduction  

Verse One 

[1] And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns 

and blasphemous names on its heads. 

 In chapter 12 we were introduced to a dragon who at times was Satan himself 

and at times a composite of historical nations Satan controlled including Egypt, 

Assyria, Babylon, Media, Persia, Greece, and Rome. Each of these nations were 

used by Satan to attempt to destroy Israel from whom the Messiah would be 

born.  

 Those efforts were foiled by God in every century and foiled again especially, 

when King Herod was unable to kill the Christ-Child at birth when he slaughtered 

the infants in Bethlehem. 

 Satan attempted on several occasions to kill Jesus before he reached the cross 

such as the temptation in the wilderness and the time he tried to push Jesus off 

the cliff in Nazareth. On each attempt Satan was defeated and finally Jesus was 

taken from Satan’s earthly grasp and ascended to heaven to sit upon His throne, 

out of Satan’s reach.  

 2,000 years later and still yet future from our time, will be a war in heaven 

between Michael the archangel and Satan and between each other’s forces. 

Michael will win this battle and evict Satan and all his demon followers from 

heavens precincts. This defeat will infuriate Satan and once he has been 

confined to earth he will go after Israel since the righteous remnant of that nation 

birthed Christ and will fail at this as well, causing him to attack and persecute 

Christians. 

 Having been evicted from heaven, Satan will now use a new empire to 

accomplish his fiendish desires, an empire that will be headed up by none other 

than the famous anti-Christ who will head a coalition of 10 nations to destroy any 

possibility of Jesus reigning here on earth (since Satan failed to keep Jesus from 

reigning in heaven). 

 The description of this beast by John matches the one described by Daniel.  

(Daniel 7:7-8 ESV)  After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and 

dreadful and exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and 

stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had 



ten horns. I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another horn, a little 

one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn 

were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.  

 Notice that in both visions there were at first 10 horns, which equate to 10 

political leaders or kings or presidents, and in both visions the anti-Christ plucks 

them up by the roots, or assassinates or intrigues them out of power leaving the 

anti-Christ with their titles (diadems or crowns) and their authority so eventually all 

that will be left will be seven nations that used to be ten to form the beast or as 

many scholars agree: the Revived Roman Empire. 

 The symbolism of this beast coming out of the sea is a standard symbol in 

Scripture for the nations of the gentiles.  (Keep in mind what kind of Messiah Israel 

imagined when Jesus came 2,000 years ago and why that continuing 

perspective will make it very easy for the anti-Christ to be welcomed as if he is 

the real Messiah.) 

Verse Two 

[2] And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's 

mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. 

 The beasts the Daniel envisioned were 1) a lion (Babylon), 2) a bear (Medo-

Persia), and 3) a leopard, (Greece with Alexander the Great). 

 This end time beast will have all the heinous qualities of each of those former 

empires. It will have the majesty and power of a lion, the strength and tenacity of 

a bear, and also the quickness and speed of a leopard. Behind all that will be 

the supernatural powers (his throne) and knowledge of Satan himself. 

 Satan is the legal heir to the thrones of this world via Adam and Eve’s sin in the 

garden so he is able to pass that authority on to the anti-Christ when he wills.  

Luke 4:6-7 says: and (Satan) said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it 

has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 

yours.” (Luke 4:6-7 ESV) 
o When did Satan get such authority? Did he steal it from somebody? YES! The 

dominion or authority over all the earth was first given to Adam: 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 

and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” (Genesis 

1:26 ESV) 

 When Adam sinned, he yielded control of his heart to Satan and ever since, 

through that power of control, Satan has dominated and controlled all the 

world’s thrones and kingdoms by controlling the men who lead them. 

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 

death spread to all men because all sinned— (Romans 5:12 ESV) 

Verse Three 

[3] One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth 

marveled as they followed the beast. 



 One of the kings (we assume it will be the anti-Christ) will receive a mortal wound. 

The Greek states it differently than the English indicating this wound really did 

cause the person to die a real death (not seemed to cause). We do not know 

here how the person died or how they received the wound.  

 Miraculously, the man, after dying, came back to life (here is Satan’s attempt to 

mimic Jesus’ resurrection). 

 That miracle produced wide-spread loyalty and followers.  

 Caution: Miracles in and of themselves are insufficient grounds to base one’s 

belief(s). Satan is a master deceiver and he has supernatural abilities, such as 

bringing a dead person back to life.  

Verse Four 

[4] And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the 

beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 

 People will know that the one who resurrected the anti-Christ is Satan himself or 

him by another name. He has always sought worship. 

 They also worshiped the anti-Christ who reigned at the helm of the Revived 

Roman Empire (the beast) since it appeared that everyone on earth was 

powerless to defeat him. Power is a huge popularity magnet. 

Verses Five & Six 

[5] And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to 

exercise authority for forty-two months. [6] It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 

blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 

 The beast, (the Revived Roman Empire) was given a mouth, i.e. Satan was filling 

the leaders of this group with hateful and blasphemous language against the 

Almighty and our Lord. God, as he has revealed Himself in His word, will be 

hated, reviled, and defiled. (Remember Andres Serrano’s photograph titled Piss 

Christ? A photograph of a crucifix placed inside a jar filled with his own urine? 

We can expect a lot more of this art???? In the years to come.)  

 Satan gave authority to the anti-Christ and the Empire for 42 months since that is 

all the time he was allotted by God for his final fling. 

 All of this matches the prophecies of Daniel in: 

(Daniel 7:25 ESV) He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 

Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand 

for a time, times, and half a time.  

Verse Seven & Eight 

[7] Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over 

every tribe and people and language and nation, [8] and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 

whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who 

was slain. 

 This empire and its ruler will be allowed (by God) to make war on the saints and 

to conquer them. The saints have already been identified in chapter 12 as those 



who follow the testimony of Jesus. By conquer, I think John means to martyr 

many and imprison others (see below).  

 Nowhere in Scripture are we promised safety from evil, only that the presence of 

our Savior will be with us to the end of the age. My personal belief is that 

believers who are about to be martyred will have the same experience as did 

Stephen when he was stoned at the feet of Saul (Paul) and will have the visible 

presence of Christ before him to sustain him through the ordeal. 

 The anti-Christ will have political power over all nations. It will be very hard to 

hide from his all-seeing intelligence agencies so Christians will have few refuges 

to run to.  

 The scope of his authority is global. This indicates that all nations including Russia 

and China and all Arab countries will be under his authority. 

 He (not it, the English translation is incorrect) will be worshiped by all who dwell 

on the earth, all that is whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of 

the Lamb from the foundation of the world. If your name is written in that book, 

you will not, no matter what, worship the anti-Christ. What amazing grace!!! 

Verses Nine & Ten 

[9] If anyone has an ear, let him hear: [10] If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is 

to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 

saints.  

 If you have genuine faith, then you have ears to hear, and if so you need to 

understand when you see these things happening that it is all predicted by God 

and you should not be surprised. Especially when. . . 

 You are imprisoned for your faith. That was God’s will for your life. Don’t fight it, 

you may have many witnessing opportunities inside prison walls. And most 

importantly, don’t lose faith.  

 If God has destined you for martyrdom (the sword is a biblical reference to the 

authority of the state to execute) then go willingly and do not lose faith.  

Persevere through it all and keep looking to Jesus. He will be with you and give 

you strength. 

Application  

 Hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you by walking in the Spirit and let these words of 

gracious preparation make your faith stronger so that you will endure to the end. 

 


