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 Introduction  

Verse One 

[1] Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over 

his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 

 This angel is not your typical angel since he is called a “mighty angel”. It appears 

that he is in the same ranks as Michael who is an “archangel”. (Jude 1:9). 

 This angel is wrapped in a cloud indicating glory (see Exodus 16:10), has a 

rainbow surrounding his head, a symbol of God’s faithfulness, and whose face 

was shining like the sun which may indicate he has spent considerable time 

before the throne and that glory is now reflected off his face, much like Moses 

after spending 40 days on Mt Sinai. 

 This angel also legs like pillars of fire.  This could possibly indicate he is coming to 

announce the wrath and judgment of God since the word fire in the book of 

Revelation implies God’s wrath. 

Verses Two & Three 

[2] He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, [3] 

and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 

 The scroll is the same as our concept of a book, therefore what he had in his 

hand was information. It was a small scroll and it was already open. My take on 

this is that it is the description of what is coming in the seven bowl judgments of 

God that  were already alluded to in the larger scroll of the seven seals.  

 Having one foot on the sea and another on the land indicates that both sea and 

land are “under his foot” indicating he has authority over both. This goes back to 

the concept of putting a foot on a defeated king’s neck indicating the person 

holding him there is the new authority. 

 This angel called out with a loud voice like a lion roaring which is typical of 

angelic announcements in the book of Revelation – they get your attention. 

 After the angel calls out, seven thunders boom with a voice message. 

 

 



Verse Four 

[4] And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven 

saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” 

 We do not know whose voice was behind the seven thunders, but whoever’s 

voice it was the content was so important that John was about to write down 

what he heard. 

 However, he was told to stop writing and to instead seal up what he heard in his 

own mine, memorizing the content. 

 Why? Why would God give John information that was to be kept from us? 

1. In one sense the content may be too difficult to hear or too hard to understand. 

(Deuteronomy 29:29 ESV)  “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things 

that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of 

this law.  

o God does not need to explain himself to us!  

 

2. It could also be that God wanted to give John a sense of gravity and weight to 

what he was doing. If John received “extra revelation” about what was to 

happen in the end times and that extra revelation was so detailed and horrific, 

then John would sense that it was paramount that he get what he was allowed 

to reveal safely to the seven churches who in turn delivered it safely to us.   

o There are many things we hide from our children, i.e. the heartaches of 

earlier sexual sins, marijuana blunders, etc. but knowing the damage 

these things did to our lives causes us to be very diligent to steer our 

children away from those dangers. 

Verses Five – Seven 

[5] And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven [6] and 

swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, 

and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, [7] but that in the days of the trumpet call 

to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his 

servants the prophets. 

 Perhaps our custom of raising our right hands on the Bible when taking an oath in 

court comes from this passage of Scripture where the angel mentioned above 

now swears an oath. 

 The person he swears by is none other than the Creator God who made the 

heavens and all that is in them, and the earth and all that is in it, and the seas 

and all that is in them. If what he says does not come true, then the Almighty 

God would bring about disaster (curses) upon the oath taker. (That’s why we 

swear on the Bible, that if we lie under oath, God will deal severely with us. 

Perhaps that concept is no longer understood in our courtrooms today). 

 What he swears to is the fact that there will be no more time delay until the 

seventh trumpet is blown and the bowl judgments begin and the wrath of God is 

poured out on mankind. He is not trying to convince John that what he is saying 

is true but that God will in fact bring it about soon. 



 Just exactly what is it that won’t be delayed any longer and what is the mystery 

of God that will be fulfilled? 

o  Remember the plea of the martyrs in Revelation 6:9-11? “When he opened the 

fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word 

of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O 

Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our 

blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe 

and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 

brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had 

been.  

o The waiting for justice is what won’t be delayed since the harvest of souls is now 

complete in Revelation 10.  

o The mystery of God that is now fulfilled is the same mystery that Paul has 

frequently mentioned in his epistles, for example: (Ephesians 3:6 ESV) This mystery is 

that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise 

in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  

o That mystery is that Christ through his death and resurrection has brought the 

Gentiles of the world into the family of God and at this point in the future, at the 

blowing of the last Trumpet (#7), the last remaining Gentile has been saved and 

included into the church and then the rapture can take place before the wrath 

of God begins.  

o The prophets announced this mystery, especially Isaiah. See Isaiah 42:1-9 

o This is what Paul was referring to in (Romans 11:25-26 ESV) Lest you be wise in your 

own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening 

has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all 

Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish 

ungodliness from Jacob” and Peter in (Acts 15:14-18 ESV) Simeon has related how God first 

visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. And with this the words of the 

prophets agree, just as it is written, “‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David 

that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, that the remnant of mankind may 

seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes 

these things known from of old.’  

Verses Eight and Nine 

[8] Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is 

open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” [9] So I went to the angel and 

told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but 

in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 

 Scholars are not united about the content of the little scroll except for what is 

plain, which is that the content made John’s stomach sick. 

 If this little scroll is the details of Bowl Judgments 1-7 then indeed it would make 

any person cringe at the thought of how terrible God's wrath against rebellious 

mankind is going to be. At first it might sound pleasant (Ya God, go get ‘em) but 

once digested (fully understood in terms of scope and severity) then it would 

make the most hardened person shudder.  

 That is why I believe (my speculation only) that the scroll is referring to the final 

Bowl Judgments of God, His wrath poured out upon mankind of which the saints 



of God will be spared by the rapture which will happen at the blowing of the 7th 

Trumpet.   

Verses Ten and Eleven 

[10] And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but 

when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. [11] And I was told, “You must again prophesy about 

many peoples and nations and languages and kings.” (Revelation 10 ESV) 

 John obeyed the voice who commanded him to eat it (perhaps Jesus or the 

Father?) and it was sweet then bitter. The idea of course was that once he 

digested the book that he was supposed to prophesy what he digested. 

 The word “about” in our translation is the Greek word epi, which can also mean 

“against” and I believe that would be a better translation. At this point in God’s 

end times events there is only one thing John can do and that is prophecy 

against all that remain on earth, against all peoples left, and all nations left and 

all languages left and all kings left.  

  It will not be good news because the wrath of God begins the moment the 7th 

Trumpet is blown and the elect are taken out of the way. 

Application 

1. John is not the only one who is commanded to chew, swallow and digest 

God’s word. Read Psalm 119 looking for every digestive reference (such as 

meditate or cogitate) and consider the benefits of doing so. 

2. What does Jesus mean when he said (Matthew 4:4) Man does not live on 

bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God”? 

3. Don’t just say “Whew” when knowing that we believers are going to 

escape the fury of God’s wrath upon unbelievers in the near future. Say 

instead, “Oh no, will my neighbors be the ones receiving disaster too 

horrendous for John to speak of? 

 

 


