
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

Cornerstone Church of Alexandria MN 

Pastor Darryl Knappen 

February  2016 (2-7-2016) 

Message Title: The New Temple and the Two Witnesses,  

Today’s Passage:  Revelation 11:1-14 

Introduction  

Verses One and Two 

[1] Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and 

those who worship there, [2] but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the 

nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months. 

 John was handed a measuring device that was 10 feet in length. With that rod he was 

told to start measuring out the temple of God (naos) which comprised the Holy of Holies 

and the Holy Place (but not the outer court that Gentiles were allowed to worship in). This 

implies that God is taking ownership of this new temple that will be built prior to Daniel’s 

70th week.1 

 The measuring is to be done for the Holy of Holies, the Holy Place, the altar and the 

people, namely priests, who are worshiping there. God is taking ownership of all of the 

above.   

 John is told to not measure the outer court, the Court of the Gentiles, since it will be 

desecrated by ungodly Gentiles for 42 months. We will see that God is going to purge His 

people who do worship Him and he is about to destroy the people who are worshipping 

the false Messiah whose image will soon be set up in the temple itself. 

 The 42 months or 1260 days is a prophecy also given to Daniel and it references the 

actual number of days from the setting up of the idol (the abomination of desolation) to 

worship the anti-Christ to the end of his rule which will occur at the 7th Trumpet Judgment. 

Daniel also refers to 1290 days which refers to an additional 30 days for God to pour out 

his wrath using the 7 Bowl Judgments and finally Daniel refers to 1335 days which is an 

additional 45 days to collect the remnant of believing Jews who have been scattered 

across the earth and bring them to Jerusalem to start the Millennial reign of Christ. 2 

 Jesus referenced this period of time in Luke 21:24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led 

captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the 

Gentiles are fulfilled.  

Verse Three 

[3] And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 

 The person speaking to John is none other than God Himself who is saying that He will 

give authority and power to two witnesses who will act like Old Testament prophets 

                                                           
1 The work of Bob Cornuke in his book Temple convincingly shows that this new temple does not need to be built 
on the location of the Dome of the Rock .  
2 See additional notes from my sermon on Daniel 12 dated 8/28/2015 



speaking judgment upon the peoples of the earth much like Elijah. This they will do for 

1260 days (1257 days alive and 3.5 days dead) clothed in the traditional clothing of a 

person in mourning or clothing to express humility. Their clothing alone will be the cause 

of many people’s hatred and venom since they are indicating a need for the world to 

repent of its sinful rebellion against God.  

 There has been much speculation about who these men will be, but there is strong 

evidence to suggest that these are not Moses and Elijah come back to life even though 

their miracles are similar to what Moses and Elijah were given credit for. 

o For one thing it would be inconceivable for God to have granted rest to Moses and Elijah 

after their service time here on earth only to send them back again to be mistreated and 

murdered. 
o Secondly, the Lord said that people will not believe even if someone comes back from the 

dead and preaches to them to be saved (Luke 16:31). Besides, who would recognize them 

as Moses and Elijah anyway? 

o Third, Malachi speaks of the return of Elijah in such a way as to describe his mission this 

way: 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And 

he will turn (restore) the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest 

I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” (Malachi 4:5-6 ESV)   This prophecy 

was fulfilled symbolically by John the Baptist. Besides, the mission of the two witnesses will 

hardly be to turn (restore) the hearts of the children to their fathers.  

Verse Four 

[4] These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 

 If this is a reference to Zechariah’s prophecy in Zech. 4 then the Lord is saying that these 

two prophets are going to use the power of the Spirit (the olive oil that flows from the 

trees into the lampstands) to preach from both Testaments (the two trees). 

Verse Five 

[5] And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this 

is how he is doomed to be killed. 

 “If anyone would harm them” is inaccurate. The Greek says if anyone wishes to or desires 

to harm them . . .  

 Most commentators or scholars cannot envision anything so literal as real fire proceeding 

from the mouths of these two men so they make the men symbolic of something else. 

The problem then becomes that the deaths are figurative as well??? This does not make 

sense. Therefore I can only assume that the fire that proceeds out of the mouths of these 

two witnesses is real, and it is hot enough to consume (incinerate) the enemy of the cross 

instantly!!! (no wonder they are hated). 

Verse Six 

[6] They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power 

over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. 

 These two prophets both have power to make it not rain on earth (or more precisely on 

the area surrounding Jerusalem and Israel). The reason this area receives such attention 

from these two prophets is that this is God’s earthly capital, his earthly home. That the 

anti-Christ is using God’s earthly home in such a desecrating way deserves extra 

punishment. 



 Since the world has already been deprived of 1/3 of its fresh water sources, the city and 

environs will face a serious water shortage that will infuriate the ungodly even more. 

(Could it be that God will make the little water stored in the godly homes multiply like he 

did with Elijah and the widow’s jar of oil and wheat? Could this also be a way for them to 

cause many to repent?)  

 Not only will these two men shut the skies, but they will also destroy the ground water as 

well by turning it to blood.  When Elijah prayed for no rain the draught lasted for 42 

months as well, so it is possible to survive but only with extreme suffering. 

 The two men also have the power to call down plagues upon the earth (this implies 

universal plagues which will give these two men universal attention) and they do so at 

their will, any time they so desire. This implies that God has vested tremendous trust in 

these two men to give them such power to use without restrictions. 

Verse Seven 

[7] And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and 

conquer them and kill them, 

 At the end of 1260 days, 3.5 years or a time, times and a half time these men will wrap up 

their mission. Their job is done and God will allow Satan to have at them. The beast 

described here is Satan who fills the role of God the Father in the unholy trinity he is 

forming.3 

 Satan kills them by making war against them. Evidently there will be a struggle of some 

kind, but the power of Satan was sufficient to overcome as God intended so that His 

glory would soon be revealed by their resurrection.  

Verses Eight and Nine 

[8] and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their 

Lord was crucified. [9] For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze 

at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, 

 That their bodies will lie in the street for 3 ½ days without a proper burial indicates the 

level of hatred people have for these two men.  

 The city that they served and died in is Jerusalem and John is told that the city is 

symbolically known as Sodom and Egypt. Sodom was destroyed for its blatant immorality, 

specifically the sin of unrepentant homosexuality and Egypt was punished for its idolatry 

and its slavery of Israel. 

 Jerusalem will also be destroyed for these same reasons. 

 The fact that all nationalities are there in Jerusalem indicates that this city has become a 

commercial center and a political hub. If the ant-Christ’s headquarters is there it would 

draw all peoples from across the globe. 

Verse Ten 

  [10] and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these 

two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth 

                                                           
3 Walvoord suggests that the beast out of the pit is Satan, the beast out of the sea (13:1) is the ant-Christ, and the 
beast out of the land (13:11) is the false prophet. The Revelation of Jesus Christ page 181 



 The death of these two prophets (no longer just witnesses) are celebrated worldwide to 

such a degree that it overshadows even Christmas gift-giving. Imagine the perversity of 

exchanging gifts in joy because someone died. . .  

Verse Eleven 

[11] But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, and great 

fear fell on those who saw them. [12] Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And 

they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. 

 After being dead for 3.5 days God gives them the breath of life (just like Lazarus) and 

they come back to life. Laying there for that long proves they were really dead, much 

like Lazarus and Jesus were in the grave for 3 days proving they were no merely 

unconscious but really dead. 

 The world is astounded and fearful (will they do to us what they did before?)  

 Then everyone (the pronoun they always refers back to the nearest object) heard God’s 

voice call out to the two “Come up here” and they ascended slowly heavenward while 

everyone watched. 

Verses Twelve – Fourteen 

   [13] And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in 

the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. [14] The second woe has passed; 

behold, the third woe is soon to come.  

 For the hatred and abuse of these two godly prophets, God reacts in judgment and 

justice. He causes an earthquake to happen destroying one tenth of the city taking the 

lives of 7,000 people. That means that justice has been done. For treating these two 

godly witnesses this way God demanded the lives of 7,000 guilty souls.  

 The rest who survived gave glory to God, but not in the way you might think. They were 

not saved and in repentance put their trust in Jesus. Instead they did what the Philistines 

did when the Ark of the Covenant was causing havoc in their city: 

So you must make images of your tumors and images of your mice that ravage the land, and give glory to the 

God of Israel. Perhaps he will lighten his hand from off you and your gods and your land. (1 Samuel 6:5 ESV)    

They acknowledged God’s power but not His goodness or holiness or right to rule their 

lives. 

 The second woe was now over placing the deaths of these two prophets between Woe 

#1 (the fifth trumpet - the demonic locust-like creatures) and Woe #2 (the 200 mm 

demonic army killing a third of mankind). This is setting the stage for Woe #3 which is the 

blowing of the 7th Trumpet (the rapture of the saints and the beginning of the Bowl 

judgments which are the wrath of God).  

Application 

 

     

 

 


