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Introduction  

Verses One & Two 

[1] And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the 

key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. [2] He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose 

smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the 

shaft. 

 The star that descended from heaven to earth is an angel (see Job 38:7) on 

assignment from God to open a shaft in the earth. That shaft has been sealed for 

millennia and is now about to be open. 

o Could this be the same subterranean prison God has kept the worst of the worse 

demonic angels? 

And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper 

dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the 

great day— (Jude 1:6 ESV) 

 The word “bottomless” in Greek is abyss. It is referenced in Jesus’ ministry when 

he cast out a legion of angels who did not want to be sent to this bottomless pit, 

and Jesus agreed sending them into a herd of pigs instead. 

Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered 

him. And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. (Luke 8:30-31 ESV) 

 The angel was given the key (by the Father) to the entrance of this shaft with 

instructions to unlock it and allow the demonic inhabitants to be released. This is 

another sign of God’s sovereignty that He has shut up the worst of the demons in 

a hellish (not hell though, that comes later) prison until He is ready to have them 

released upon the inhabitants of the earth.  

Verses Three & Four 

[3] Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions 

of the earth. [4] They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only 

those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

 These locusts are demonic creatures who are permitted (given power) to sting 

like scorpions. They came out of the smoke and like smoke in the wind were 

carried off and scattered to cover the earth from this central location. Just as 



Satan too on the form of a serpent so can demons take on many forms as they 

wish and here they take the form of locusts. 

o Before we get too far along here in describing these monstrous beings we need 

to remember the power we have as believers over the enemy. Jesus reminded 

His disciples in Luke 10 this promise: 

Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. (Luke 10:19 ESV) 

o Therefore, do not be afraid of these demonic creatures. They can frighten 

believers but they cannot hurt believers and they must obey our authority in 

Jesus.  This is hinted at next when. . .   

o John was informed that they were given permission to hurt only those who do not 

have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

 We know that the 144,000 have already been sealed, and this verse could possibly 

refer only to them, but 
 If it were to refer only to them and not to the rest of believers who are on this earth 

when these events take place, why not identify them as such? I personally believe 

that every believer will be marked with the seal of God on their forehead to 

distinguish them from everyone else who has taken the mark of the beast.  

Verses Five and Six 

[5] They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the 

torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. [6] And in those days people will seek death and will not find 

it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them. 

 My guess was that each of these trumpet judgments lasted for up to eight 

months each and this judgment seems to concur because it’s duration was five 

months. 

 The word torment means extreme suffering that will never end (that is why hell is 

described as eternal torment). These demonic locust like creatures were given 

the power to inflict extreme pain upon those who have taken the mark of the 

beast. Here is a medical description of a scorpion sting: 

o Double vision, rapid breathing and difficult breathing, drooling, spasm of the 

voice box, thick tongue, high blood pressure, increased heart rate, urinary 

incontinence, muscle spasms, convulsions, paralysis, seizures, abdominal cramps, 

and bowel incontinence. 
o So, if a tiny little scorpion can do all this. . . . 

 Martyrs for Christ during this time were killed against their wishes, so here God 

does the opposite, he keeps alive those persecutors who want to die but can’t! 

Verses Seven - Ten 

[7] In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what looked like 

crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, [8] their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' 

teeth; [9] they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of 

many chariots with horses rushing into battle. [10] They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power 

to hurt people for five months is in their tails. 

 John doesn’t say that the locusts looked like horses only that they looked like 

horses prepared for battle. I take this to mean that they were lined up in rows 



ready to march, much like battle horses would be lined up in rows ready to 

march into battle. 

 John also did not say they were wearing crowns of gold, but what looked like 

crowns of gold. Perhaps the tops of their heads glistened with a gold reflection. 

 These locusts however did have human-like faces. Angels were created to look 

like humans with human faces and so demonic angels also once had and I 

assume still do have a human-like face which is now visible on the head of this 

locust-like form they have taken. 

 They also have hair like women’s hair, which I take to mean their hair is long. 

 Their teeth are like lion’s teeth, meant for eating flesh (although the teeth won’t 

be used for devouring, just scaring). 

 Their outer shell is armored much like battle horses would be wearing armor for a 

breastplate. 

 The combined noise of their wings was deafening. If people had already heard 

of these creatures through CNN, they would already be warned of the kind of 

noise they made before they attacked a city. That noise would almost be 

enough to cause a heart attack (but they would not be so blessed!).  

 These locusts have scorpion-like tails that sting just like scorpions do but they are 

able to do it repeatedly for the entire five months. Imagine the agony of having 

been stung once by one of these creatures so that you know what it will do to 

you and then to be revisited by another and stung again and again!!! 

Verse Eleven 

[11] They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in 

Greek he is called Apollyon. 

 Most commentators would say this angel is a high-ranking demon but the text 

does not require that. It says that the king over these demons is the angel who 

has responsibility for the bottomless pit. It could be the same angel who 

unlocked the entrance to the shaft or another angel who has divine authority to 

direct these creatures so that they complete their task as told.  

 The angel’s name in Hebrew is Abaddon which means “destruction” and in 

Greek it is Apollyon which means “destroyer”. There are strong clues to think that 

this is the same angel who killed the 10 spies who brought back a bad report 

about the Promised Land (see 1 Corinthians 10:8-10) as well as the angel who 

killed the first-born in Egypt. That angel was called “the Destroyer” in both 

instances. 

Verses Twelve – Fifteen 

[12] The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come. [13] Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, 

and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God, [14] saying to the sixth angel who 

had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” [15] So the four 

angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a third 

of mankind. 



 Earlier an angel flew like an eagle proclaiming three woes for Trumpets #’s 5, 6, 

and 7. Someone either tells John, or John speaks for himself, that the first woe is 

done (the demonic locusts) and now it is time for the next two woes, Trumpets 6 

& 7. 

 A voice from the four horns of the golden altar, (not God’s voice here) orders the 

angel who blew the sixth trumpet to release the four angels who had been 

bound at the great river Euphrates. Heavenly angels are not bound but free to 

do God’s will, so this means that these angels are definitely demonic.  

 These four angels had been (and are presently bound) for this hour of judgment. 

It was so precise that the very hour was determined by God when they would be 

released. This follows the five months of torment by the demonic locusts. 

 Their assignment is to kill one third of all mankind. At this point in human history 

the evil has reached a point where, like the flood in Noah’s day, it is time to 

purge the race. It starts here. 

Verse Sixteen 

[16] The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. 

 These four demonic angels organize a massive army of 200 million soldiers. 

Verses Seventeen - Nineteen 

[17] And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color 

of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke 

and sulfur came out of their mouths. [18] By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire 

and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. [19] For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in 

their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound. 

 It does not appear that this army is human. Some have said that this will be a 

Chinese army of 200 million soldiers. The description however of these soldiers 

and horses is clearly demonic, especially the tails. 

 A third of mankind is destroyed by the fire and smoke and sulfur that come out of 

the horses mouths creating a plague that will kill in today’s numbers 2.3 billion 

people. 

Verses Twenty – Twenty-One 

[20] The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands 

nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot 

see or hear or walk, [21] nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or 

their thefts.  

 This is one more evidence that the believers who are present during the 

Tribulation will not be affected by the locusts or the 200 million demon army on 

horseback because believers have already repented of their idolatry and 

cannot be called murderers or sexually immoral or occultists.  

Application: If this is a small sampling of what hell will be like, then we need to witness 

like never before and pastors need to warn their flocks of the coming judgment. 


