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Introduction Spanking?   

Verses One & Two – The Breaking of the Seventh Seal & Silence in Heaven 

[1] When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. [2] Then I 

saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 

 The final chapter of the Overview of the Tribulation is read in heaven and when the seal 

is broken there is a hushed silence for 30 minutes. The significance of this silence is 

profound since there has not ceased to be continual praise from the angels in 

heaven since before time began. Perhaps the events described by the trumpet 

judgments are so uniquely severe and universal in scope as to leave the angels 

(who have seen it all) speechless.  

(Habakkuk 2:20 ESV) But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”  

(Zephaniah 1:7 ESV) The Day of the LORD Is Near Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the 

LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.  

(Zechariah 2:13 ESV)Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for he has roused himself from his holy 

dwelling.  

 John sees “the” seven angels, meaning, these are a specific group of angels 

who have been standing before God for at least 6,000 years (since the perfect 

tense in Greek means ongoing activity) and waiting patiently for their specific 

assignment which is to blow the trumpets of judgment. 

 Trumpet blowing in the Hebrew culture has various uses such as announcing a 

feast, calling soldiers to war, or when a king is anointed but here as in (Amos 3:6 

ESV) it is to announce an impending disaster or judgment from God.  

Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the 

LORD has done it?  

Verses Three –Five 

[3] And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense 

to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, [4] and the smoke of the 

incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. [5] Then the angel took 

the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, 

rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 



 The purpose of incense in the OT was to make the prayers of the saints more 

pleasing to God by adding a sweet smelling fragrance to the prayers which 

went up to heaven much like the smoke from the incense drifted upwards to 

God. 

 The prayers that have been supercharged now with divine incense are prayers 

for divine vengeance for His glory. All the injustices that have been inflicted upon 

God’s children from Genesis 2 through Revelation 19 will now be rectified. 

 But first, before the injustices will be rectified on earth (most will be rectified in 

hell) there is one last chance for repentance (that is what the trumpet judgments 

are all about, warnings from God that time is short and repentance is needed). 

 The fire from the altar produces peals of thunder, flashes of lightning, and an 

earthquake. Evidently these phenomenon will be universal and historically severe 

and are intended as the first warning call of God’s wrath to come.   

Verse Six 

[6] Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them 

 We are not sure what preparations angels need to make to blow a trumpet of 

judgment but evidently there is a need to prepare themselves (perhaps 

emotionally because of the severity of that which their trumpet blast releases). 

Verse Seven  Trumpet #1 

[7] The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were 

thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and 

all green grass was burned up. 

 The first trumpet judgment brings a torrent of hail (typical judgment of God in the 

OT) fire (remember Sodom and Gomorrah?) and blood upon the earth.  It is 

tempting to take the reference to blood as figurative but when included with 

hail and fire, it must be literal. There will be blood mixed with hail and fire to 

poison the earth. 

 A third of all vegetation is destroyed through these disasters. The ramifications 

are significant: 

o A third of the trees means 1/3 less fruit, 1/3 less wood for fuel or building, 1/3 less 

oxygen 

o A third of the grass means 1/3 less of all grains for food and 1/3 less oxygen 

provided by grass. 

o Imagine firefighters trying to fight forest fires that are consuming 1/3 of all forests in 

the world! 

Verses Eight and Nine   Trumpet #2 

[8] The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown 

into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. [9] A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a 

third of the ships were destroyed. 

 Perhaps a large asteroid (or even more likely a large meteor) is directed by God 

to hit the ocean and as a result of both its size, causing a tidal wave, and its 



poisonous contents, turning a third of the sea into blood, both a third of all ships 

will sink, and a third of all sea life will die. 

o Imagine current movies like “The Perfect Storm” or “Their Finest Hour” for 

Hollywood’s version of a violent sea. Now make the reality 10-100 times worse. 

o Imagine the smell along sea coasts of billions of fish and thousands of whales 

rotting on the beaches of the world.   

o Much of the world’s diet is sea food so there will be an extreme shortage of food 

for the billions who depend on it to survive. 

o Essential raw materials for all manufacturing will be cut by 1/3 since the ships 

needed to transport them will be on the ocean floor. 

Verses Ten & Eleven Trumpet #3 

[10] The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a 

third of the rivers and on the springs of water. [11] The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters 

became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been made bitter. 

 Remember that a star in biblical times is any cosmic body so this will not be a 

literal star in the sense we know as our sun, but a falling star (meteor) that will 

crash to earth and poison a third of the earth’s fresh water. It is not hard to 

imagine one giant meteor breaking up in the atmosphere and landing on 

different continents to poison different water sources.  

 The star itself is not named Wormwood as a star is named by God the Father, but 

by the inhabitants of the earth for what it did to the water supplies.  Wormwood 

is mentioned five times in the OT and it refers to a medicinal herb so bitter it 

would remove intestinal worms, hence the name wormwood. It was a metaphor 

for the bitterness of heart and poison to the soul. 

 People will be so thirsty for fresh water that they will knowingly drink the same 

water they used to drink before but is now poisonous, much like shipwrecked 

sailors will drink sea water to sate their thirst even though they know it will kill 

them. 

Verse Twelve Trumpet #4 

   [12] The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a 

third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from 

shining, and likewise a third of the night. 

 Atmospheric pollution caused by the previous earthquakes and meteors hitting 

the earth is the most likely reason why sunlight will be reduced by a third.   

 Losing sunlight will be devastating to farmers trying to grow their crops creating a 

severe food shortage. 

 It will also be a sign of God’s judgment for every description of the coming wrath 

of God includes darkness and gloom. 

Summarizing the first 4 Trumpets: 

1. Man thinks he is so self-sufficient and does not need God but the truly 

rational man (especially the wise farmer) knows how dependent he is on 



God to provide fresh water and sunshine to make his crops grow. So, since 

mankind has rejected God’s authority for their own glory, God is 

systematically taking away that which is so necessary for their survival.  

2. Since mankind has rejected drinking the Living Water, God is taking away 

their fresh water, and since they refuse to turn their eyes to the Light of the 

World, God is taking away their sunshine, turning their days to darkness like 

they want spiritually. 

3. Every Trumpet Judgment however is an act of grace to bring non-

believers to repentance. Consider: 

(Exodus 9:14-16 ESV) For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants 

and your people, so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. For by now I 

could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have 

been cut off from the earth. But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so 

that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.  

(Amos 4:6-12 ESV) “I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack of bread in all your 

places, yet you did not return to me,” declares the LORD. “I also withheld the rain from you when 

there were yet three months to the harvest; I would send rain on one city, and send no rain on 

another city; one field would have rain, and the field on which it did not rain would wither; so two or 

three cities would wander to another city to drink water, and would not be satisfied; yet you did not 

return to me,” declares the LORD. “I struck you with blight and mildew; your many gardens and 

your vineyards, your fig trees and your olive trees the locust devoured; yet you did not return to 

me,” declares the LORD. “I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; I killed your 

young men with the sword, and carried away your horses, and I made the stench of your camp go 

up into your nostrils; yet you did not return to me,” declares the LORD. “I overthrew some of you, as 

when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and you were as a brand plucked out of the burning; 

yet you did not return to me,” declares the LORD. “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because 

I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!”  

Verse Thirteen 

[13] Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, “Woe, woe, 

woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to 

blow!”  

 This could be an actual eagle given speaking abilities much like Balaam’s ass but 

more likely it is an angel that is flying like an eagle pronouncing the warning that 

the next three trumpet judgments are much more severe than the first four. 

Another warning that is a gracious gift of God to unbelievers. 

Application 

1. Our prayers have power. Are we taking advantage of their effectiveness? 

2. We need to be honest when speaking about God’s control of nature and 

his use of storms like Katrina and Sandy to bring about repentance (cf. 

Amos 4 above for reference). 

3. We need to remember the sufferings of persecuted saints every day in our 

prayers and plead to the Father to them strength, grace and faith. 


