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Introduction  

God Prepares His Special Ops Forces for a Special Operation 

Verse One 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, 

that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree. 

 Now that the reading of the scrolls is over and the events of the Tribulation set in 

motion, now it is time to see what will happen event by event. But first 

 God is getting his special forces ready to operate during the Great Tribulation. 

 These forces will need special protection from the elements as well as from the 

Anti-Christ. So special instructions are given to the angels who control the 

weather. 

o Apparently God has put four angels in charge of the weather, one controlling the 

north winds, one the east, one the south and one the west winds.   

o Creation is about to undergo its final moment of suffering of which it has been 

groaning since Adam’s sin brought about its curse.  

o Paul speaks of this groaning in  

(Romans 8:20-22 ESV) For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 

him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  

Verses Two & Three 

Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called 

with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not 

harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 

 Another angel responsible for marking (or organizing the marking and sealing) 

these special ops forces on earth comes from the east (the rising of the sun) 

holding a special seal in his hand. 

 This angel is higher in authority over the four angels controlling the weather 

because he gives them special orders not to release the winds. Evidently by 

bottling up the winds it appears as if the energy being held back is 



accumulating and once released the winds are prepared to do severe damage 

to the earth. So think hurricanes and monsoons over the oceans and tornadoes 

over the land masses. 

 The purpose for holding back the winds is to seal the special ops forces who will, 

by implication, be protected from the forces of nature about to be unleashed.  

 I believe the seal of God will be visible or at the very least ascertainable with 

electronic scanners, just as the mark of the beast will be either visible or 

ascertainable by electronic scanners. 

 The “we” indicates a number of angels assigned to this project. (Makes sense 

since 144,000 foreheads need to get stamped.) 

 The seal will protect these servants from harm. 

(Revelation 9:4 ESV) They (the locusts with people-like faces and scorpion-like tails) were told not to 

harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have 

the seal of God on their foreheads.  

 These protected ones are called “bond-servants” which means that they are 

wholly owned by God for His purposes. 

Verse Four  

And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel 

 Why 144,000 and why 12,000 each from every tribe in Israel? 

o It appears as if God is drafting a special army of special ops forces to do battle 

with Satan for the control of the hearts of unbelievers. (We will see later in the 

context that there is a great multitude of nations worshiping before the throne 

which I believe is a direct result of this massive protected divinely empowered 

evangelism army).    
o It also appears that a specific number is analogous to the OT process of 

numbering the tribes in preparation for war. 

“Take a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, by clans, by fathers' houses, 

according to the number of names, every male, head by head. From twenty years old and 

upward, all in Israel who are able to go to war, you and Aaron shall list them, company by 

company. (Numbers 1:2-3 ESV) 

You shall send a thousand from each of the tribes of Israel to the war.” So there were 

provided, out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand 

armed for war. And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, together with 

Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets for 

the alarm in his hand. (Numbers 31:4-6 ESV)   

See also 1 Chronicles 27:1-15 

o So, the 12,000 from each tribe appears to be 12 battalions of 1,000 from 

each of the tribes of Israel comprising an evangelism army of 144,000 

special ops evangelists who are also untouchable by Satan or his Anti-

Christ.  

 



Verses Five – Eight 

12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 

12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 12,000 

from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 12,000 from the tribe 

of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. 

 Many (if not most) commentators teach that both the numbers and the ethnicity 

of this group is figurative, being symbolic of the church. 

 I disagree since the first rule of hermeneutics is to interpret the Bible literally if at 

all possible and this passage seems to be very specific, both in the numbers and 

the tribes from which the numbers come. 

 Yet, difficulties remain with the concept of these being literal Israelites. 

o Some say that the 10 northern tribes are lost forever having been absorbed into 

the Assyrian Empire and redistributed among its peoples in 748 B.C. 
o That is true, except the tribes were not unified in the split which occurred after 

Solomon’s son Rehoboam took control of his father’s kingdom.  Many godly 

Israelites from all the tribes, and especially the Levites, left their lands and moved 

south to live in Judah since they could not bear to worship golden calves built by 

Jeroboam. 

(2 Chronicles 11:13-17 ESV)  And the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel presented 

themselves to him from all places where they lived. For the Levites left their common lands 

and their holdings and came to Judah and Jerusalem, because Jeroboam and his sons 

cast them out from serving as priests of the LORD, and he appointed his own priests for the 

high places and for the goat idols and for the calves that he had made. And those who 

had set their hearts to seek the LORD God of Israel came after them from all the tribes of 

Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD, the God of their fathers. They strengthened the 

kingdom of Judah, and for three years they made Rehoboam the son of Solomon secure, 

for they walked for three years in the way of David and Solomon.  

o Therefore, it appears that some from every tribe in Israel remained secure in Judah 

and were not taken captive by Assyria and dispersed in 748 B.C. Those that dwelt 

securely in Judah maintained their genealogies down through the centuries so that 

at the time of Christ ancestral genealogies could be faithfully and accurately 

recorded. (see Joseph and Mary’s genealogies in Matthew 1 and Luke 3:23-38.) 

o The other difficulty is that the 12 tribes listed are not in the normal order usually given 

in Scripture. 

 Which list of twelve is this and does it matter? 

 The normal biological list of Jacob/Israel would include: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 

Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph and Benjamin. 

 The land grant list would include: Reuben, Simeon, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, 

Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Benjamin, Ephraim and Manasseh (Joseph’s son).  Levi is 

excluded because they were chosen to be the Levitical priesthood of Israel and 

hence did not receive a territory of their own (although they did receive cities). 

Ephraim and Manasseh were included because Jacob gave Joseph the right of the 

firstborn (a double portion) since Reuben lost that honor after sleeping with his father’s 

concubine Bilhah.  

 Joseph is re-inserted into the list because his name can be substituted for either 

Ephraim or Manasseh or both and since the name Ephraim became synonymous for 

the sinful rebellion of all the northern 10 tribes it is here excluded. 



 So, this list appears to be a list of spiritually qualified Israelites who have been 

descended from the most spiritually qualified tribes. Notice that the tribe of Dan is 

excluded in this list, perhaps because of the blatant idolatry after the civil war in 

Rehoboam’s day.  

 The other difficulty is that these Israelites do not know today which tribe they used to 

belong to and therefore how is it possible for them to be identified by tribe today? 

 

 Despite these difficulties, it seems impossible for me to understand the 144,000 to 

be anything other than the 12,000 from each tribe of Israel listed. If the 12,000 

from each tribe do not do not know to which tribe they belong, God certainly 

has not lost track.  He is most qualified to inform each one individually (most likely 

via an angelic visitation) and inform them they have been recruited for these 

special ops assignments. 

 Revelation 14 will describe these men as virgins, as those who follow the Lamb 

wherever He goes and those where no lie can be found in their mouths. Based 

on this description I conclude the following: 

1. These men are chosen at an early enough age so that they can be set apart as 

celibate servants of Christ much like the Apostle Paul. Not that marriage or sexual 

intimacy in marriage is immoral but that marriage in general restricts travel and 

extra-strenuous and extra dangerous missionary endeavors. (See 1 Corinthian 7:6, 

32-34) 

2. Once they are martyred (the seal will work only for as long as their assignments 

require) they will be closest to Jesus and given special honors for their work and 

faithfulness. 

3. Once they have been sealed and set apart they will live near flawless moral lives 

such that no one will ever be able to say they were caught in a lie which will give 

them enormous credibility while witnessing. 

 

Application  

1. Just because you are not an Israelite or will never be included in this list does not 

mean you cannot strive to be a better soldier for Jesus Christ and to strive for the 

same rewards Paul promised Timothy in (2 Timothy 2:1-4 ESV)  You then, my child, be 

strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Share in 

suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his 

aim is to please the one who enlisted him. (2 Timothy 2:10-13 ESV) Therefore I endure everything for 

the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 

glory. The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, 

we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains 

faithful— for he cannot deny himself.  

2. The secret of moral and spiritual victory in this life is to know the book of 

Revelation so well that it is second nature for us to focus on what is our future. 

Any athlete striving for the Olympic gold keeps his eye on the podium and that 

makes his/her grueling practices and workouts bearable and even rewarding.   

 


