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Introduction  

Seal #5 (Verse 9-11) 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the 

word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy 

and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then 

they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 

and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 

 The seals on the scroll are security measures to make sure that no one but Jesus is 

allowed to open and initiate what they describe inside.  The seals act as chapter 

dividers in the scroll which describe in general all that will happen in Tribulation 

period. 

 The fifth seal describes a group of people who have suffered more than most 

during the Tribulation, by being martyred for their faith. 

o John sees only their souls at this time since the resurrection of the dead has not 

yet occurred. Their souls will be reunited to their glorified bodies at the rapture of 

the church at the last trumpet (Trumpet #7) which Paul describes in 1 

Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15. Question for those holding to a Pre-Trib 

Rapture; Are these martyrs members of the church? Are they Christians? If so, 

then at least part of the Church was present in the Tribulation and if part why that 

part and not all of the entire, still-living church.  

o These martyrs’ souls are located under the altar in heaven. The altar is not 

specified. Some say that it is the altar of burnt offering indicating their deaths 

were a form of sacrifice given to God. Others say it is the altar of incense located 

closer to the Holy of Holies indicating their prayers of justice are like the prayers of 

the saints which have been associated with incense already.  

o They had been slain (like the sacrificial sheep in the OT) on account of the word 

of God and their testimony. 20 years ago we could not have imagined how 

common this would be today around the world, nor could we imagine that in 

America it will become a future reality!  

 These saints were asked by their oppressors to deny the word of God as truth and 

to reject Jesus as their Savior. It is my belief that during this time there will be no 

silent Christians because the world will demand a declaration for or against the 

Lord. 
 Are you ready for this trial? Why not practice now? 



o These saints were petitioning the Lord and asking for a deadline to see justice 

done on their behalf? Or, His behalf? 

 Is it biblical to ask for justice? Shouldn’t we act like Stephen (Acts 7:60) and Jesus 

(Luke 23:34) who both asked God to forgive the transgressors of their evil acts?  
 We can forgive others the injustice they do to us but we cannot forgive the 

injustice others do to God. If we are God’s children, then what is done to us is 

done to the apple of God’s eye. Therefore the saints are asking for God to honor 

His own reputation by taking vengeance on what was done to His children. 

o “Those who dwell on earth” is a phrase used to refer to the ungodly who have just 

killed these faithful saints. 

o God’s response to these martyrs was to tell them that each was 1) to be given a 

white robe (symbolic at this point to refer to the moral purity of the recipient since 

the members of the church of Laodicea were instructed to buy white robes from 

Jesus which were obviously symbolic of moral purity, not new attire). That was a 

guarantee that they would always be welcome in God’s presence (unlike those 

who had just killed them). 

o And 2) they were told to rest.  But rest from what? Certainly not any efforts to gain 

salvation and heaven since each cannot be earned anyway. The rest is a rest 

from the fight off faith.  

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts 

as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, where your fathers put me to the 

test and saw my works for forty years. Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and 

said, ‘They always go astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.’ As I swore in my 

wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest.’” Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an 

evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one 

another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by 

the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end. As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your 

hearts as in the rebellion.” (Hebrews 3:7-15 ESV)  

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

steadfastness, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 

which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses. (1 Timothy 6:11-12 ESV) 

o The rest was also a rest from faith in the sense that since the answer to their request 

would be coming soon, they would no longer have to keep believing that God 

would keep His promises because they would see the promises fulfilled in front of their 

eyes. God promised that the act of vengeance would come as soon as the number 

of martyrs still waiting to be martyred was filled. 

 This announcement reveals even more of God’s sovereign power. The number of 

martyrs was pre-determined, not by God simply being aware of what will happen in 

the future, but by guaranteeing it will happen. This fixed number cannot be changed 

either by a change of heart by the prospective martyr or by the prospective killer.  The 

mystery between God’s sovereign will and man’s limited (in bondage) will, remains     

a . . . .mystery.  
 Why must there be a certain number of martyrs? And why do they need to be so 

many?  Answer: God’s glory. His salvation via grace is so wonderful, that martyrdom is 

a very small price to pay to reveal our gratitude. Non-believers will be amazed at such 

devotion and gratitude.   

o The cumulative collection of martyrs throughout the Tribulation is one more reason to 

consider the scroll to be a descriptive overview rather than a series of chronological 



and sequential events. The martyred saints will be being martyred throughout the 

Tribulation period.  

Seal #6 (Verses 12-17) A Preview of the Seventh Bowl Judgment 

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became 

black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree 

sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every 

mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the 

generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and 

among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the 

face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has 

come, and who can stand?” 

o This chapter of the scroll is so specific it can refer (in my opinion) to only one 

event – the final bowl judgment of God that begins in Revelation 16. Here is a 

description of that specific event: 

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from 

the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and 

a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that 

earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 

remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. And 

every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. And great hailstones, about one 

hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, 

because the plague was so severe. (Revelation 16:17-21 ESV)  

o The earthquake will be so great that it’s debris (along with the smoke of volcanic 

eruptions) will block the sun’s light and cause the moon to appear blood red. 

o The stars are not technical stars as we know them but meteors and asteroids plummeting 

to earth and causing their own quantities of destruction. 

o We will reveal the identity of the Great city later that is mentioned here but it’s first letter is 

J and it’s last letter is M (if that is helpful). Babylon the Great is not referring to ancient 

Babylon but instead to the city referred to above. The residents of that city will then 

receive the full cup of God’s wrath and not a person in that city will be left alive. 

o The vast cities of the world will see their enormous skyscrapers falling to the ground like 

the Twin Towers did.  

o The sky (or fabric of our dimension) will be split apart so that mankind will see the throne 

of God directly and their enemy Jesus our Lord.  

o This is the last of God’s Bowl Judgments of wrath where 100 pound hailstones are hurled 

to earth killing off almost all the remaining inhabitants of the earth so that only a small 

remnant that is left remains, those who have not received the mark of the Beast (666) but 

who also have not yet trusted in Jesus as Messiah.  

Application 

1. We do our non-Christians friends no favors by hiding the truth of God’s wrath and 

future judgment. In a matter-of-fact way they need to hear of the truth of 

Revelation’s prophecies so they will know how to respond when they see these 

events occur (or switch sides now and rejoice that they are on the winning 

team!). 



2. We need to train ourselves to daily rejoice in God’s goodness to us so that when 

the time comes when we are forced to choose sides, we will be so in love with 

His grace, kindness and mercy, and our faith in His promises so strong that we 

would be glad to offer our lives as a sacrifice for His glory. 

3. The events in Revelation may or may not occur soon. But if we fail to store these 

truths in a safe place in our memories (because we think they are 50-100 years 

away from occurring) then we may be out of “ammunition” when the guns start 

blazing. 


