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Introduction  

The Seals Place in the Story 

 It is impossible to place the seals in any chronological order to say that seal 

number one will start then seal #2 and so on. 

o There won’t be things happening in the order of the seals such as one goes 

conquering, and then there is war or terror, and then there is famine, and then 

there is disease, and then there is the martyrdom of the saints.  

o The exception to these is Seals #6 & 7. Seal #6 is a preview of the Day of the Lord 

(All the Bowl Judgments) and Seal #7 seems to be the signal to start the Trumpet 

Judgments, however, even these are inverted chronologically since the Trumpet 

Judgments happen first and the Day of the Lord follows. 

 Instead they appear to be previews of everything that will occur during the 

Tribulation in general and in overview fashion. 

 This is similar to the Hebrew literary practice of telling the big story first (Genesis 1 - 

creation) and then going back into the big story to highlight the important part 

of the story (Genesis 2 – the creation of man). 

 The scroll therefore and its individual seals are exactly what a scroll is intended to 

be, general information about the coming Tribulation. The Trumpet Judgments 

and the Bowl Judgments will go back into the story to fill in the important details.   

Seal Number One (Verses One and Two) 

Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures 

say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, 

and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. 

 Only Jesus has the authority to break these seals and reveal what is to come, 

and also initiate what is to come by unleashing the forces that will bring 

devastation and destruction upon the earth. 

 Notice that once the Seal is broken authority flows from Jesus to one of the four 

living creatures surrounding the throne who commands the evil demonic forces 

behind the power of the rider on the white horse to begin their work. 



 The identity of the rider on this white horse has sometimes mistakenly been given 

to Jesus but that doesn’t fit the context. Jesus does not open the seal and then 

get up on a white horse to go out conquering (although he does appear later – 

Trumpet #7 on a white horse) 

  It is better to connect this rider with the coming Anti-Christ since it describes his 

lust for power and control. 

“Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be 

different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break 

it to pieces. (Daniel 7:23 ESV) 

“At the time of the end, the king of the south shall attack him, but the king of the north shall rush 

upon him like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships. And he shall come 

into countries and shall overflow and pass through. (Daniel 11:40 ESV) 

Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over 

every tribe and people and language and nation, (Revelation 13:7 ESV) 

 The crown in this context indicates an earthly crown, not a heavenly crown, so 

the Anti-Christ will be given (through intrigue and murder) the symbols of his 

power to rule over most of the world.  

 The fact that he is riding on a white horse seems to fit his every desire to imitate 

the real Jesus who will come later riding on a white horse. 

 

Seal Number Two (Verses Three and Four) 

 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” And out came another 

horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one 

another, and he was given a great sword. 

 When Jesus opens the Second Seal, permission is given to the second of the four 

living creatures to command the next wave of disaster upon the earth.  

 Granting permission clearly indicates God’s over-riding control of these events 

and the agents who bring them about just as God gave Satan permission to test 

Job or God superintended the actions of Joseph’s brothers to sell him into 

slavery. Consider: 

(Genesis 50:19-20 ESV) But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for 

you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 

should be kept alive, as they are today.  

 This rider is riding a red horse and the demonic spirit that drove this rider is 

causing whoever is riding the red horse to unleash civil unrest and civil wars in 

many countries around the world.  

 This rider may not be any one individual although it could be the Anti-Christ 

again only this time using civil unrest and civil wars to destabilize his enemies. 

 The idea of civil wars comes from the wording “slay one another” as if people 

who know one another are killing each other. 

 This is also inferred because there is no mention of nations going to war against 

nations. 



Seal Number Three (Verses Five and Six) 

When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a 

black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the 

midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a 

denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” 

 When Jesus opens and initiates the third seal, the third living creature issued 

orders to demonic powers behind a new wave of destruction. 

 This rider was on a black horse and the destruction he brought was famine. The 

wars that were mentioned above would automatically bring famine with the 

destruction of crops wheat and barley and the deaths of the farmers who grew 

the grains. 

 The scales indicate a merchant in a market measuring out the volume of grain to 

be purchased.  

 There is no one else inside the circle of the four living creatures except Jesus and 

the Father, so this is the Father’s voice issuing the commands. 

 If a denarius was the average day’s wage for a blue collar worker back then, in 

today’s economy it would be the equivalent of about $200. That means that 

during this future famine it would cost a person $200 for a quart of wheat giving 

that wage earner and his family 2,000 – 2,500 calories for the whole day! 

 Barley was cheaper so he could get 7500 calories for his family. Providing the 

wage earner had the money to buy the food, his family would starve on the 

limited amount of calories available to purchase.  

 God commanded the forces about to unleash the famine to spare the oil and 

wine. This seems to indicate that God was merciful even in the midst of a 

righteous famine.  When wars came to nations, conquering generals would often 

destroy the wheat and barley fields which would take a full year to recover. But 

very few kings would order the destruction of the olive trees and the vineyards 

because they would take up to 17 years to replace. It was considered too cruel 

to destroy these crops. 

Seal Number Four (Verses 7-8) 

When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, 

and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given 

authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild 

beasts of the earth. 

 When Jesus opened the fourth seal the fourth living creature ordered the release 

of the pale (literally green horse but when used in terms of complexion it means 

“deathly pale”) horse. 

 I believe that this is the result of the activities of the Anti-Christ who causes the 

deaths directly (sword) or indirectly (famine and pestilence). 

 The word “wild” describing the beasts is not actually in the text. The text only says 

that deaths will be caused by beasts. There are two beasts referenced in 

Revelation, the false prophet and the Anti-Christ. Both will have the power to kill 

at will so I take this to refer to their murderous activity. 



 This interpretation is reinforced by the personification of both Death and Hades, 

meaning there are two agents at work here. 

Conclusions: 

1. These seals preview the general conditions mankind will face during the coming 

Tribulation. Most of these seals describe the Trumpet Judgments that are about 

to take place. These Trumpet Judgments are not the wrath of God upon the 

world, but the wrath of the Anti-Christ and Satan against their enemies (many of 

whom will be believers). 

2. If we believe in the chronological events Jesus described in Matthew 24 as 

literally occurring in sequence, then the rapture will happen at the last trumpet 

judgment, meaning believers who are alive will experience many of these 

hardships, however, we will see in chapter 7, that God is able to single out His 

peoples for special protections. 

3. If Christians are practicing their faith during that time, what a witness they will be 

as they share their meager provisions with non-believers who are starving or 

fearful of death. Many will indeed come to Christ through the loving sacrificial 

actions of Christ-loving and obedient Christians at that time. 

4. If many will come to Christ as a result of ministering to the hurting then, could we 

not be on the look-out now for similar situations where our love and assistance 

can impact a hardened heart and be softened by the power of the Spirit and a 

little bread (both the literal kind and the green $$ kind)?  


