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Heartbeat 

Heart of Christ Ministries 

January’s Mission of the Month 
 

In response to God’s call in Zechariah 7:9-10, Heart of Christ Ministries in Honduras, founded by Reverend Lee and Gracie 

Murphree, has served the victims of violence in Honduras for almost 12 years.   

“This is what the Lord Almighty says: Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.  Do not oppress 

the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor.”  Zechariah 7:9-10. 

 

The focus of Heart of Christ Ministries, working closely with government officials (police and court system), Compassion 

International, the Gospel Justice Initiative, and the International Justice Mission, is four-fold: Spiritual, Mercy, Victims, and 

Special Needs Children. 

 

Spiritual:  Through radio & TV ministries, teaches on the importance of family and the reduction of domestic violence.  

Teaches classes focused on spiritual healing for victims and on discipleship. In 2016, Gracie preached about God’s call 

in Zechariah in more than 15 events across Honduras to more than 2,000 pastors, parents, children, and leaders.   

Mercy:  Provides food, clothes, medicine, education, Christmas, disaster aid, and other aid to those in need. 

Victims:  Provides assistance with the rescue of, and refuge for , women, children, elder ly, and disabled who are  

victims of violence. 

Children’s Home/Foster Care:  Provides a specialized Children' s Home for  children with special needs and for  young 

pregnant girls. 

 

These ministries are supported by donations from churches and individual supporters, and mission teams are assisting with the 

on-going construction of the Children’s Home.  In fact, adults and youth from Aldersgate have participated in many of these 

projects and ministries serving as God’s hands and feet to the Honduran people.  Interesting thing is that the people of  

Honduras served as God’s hands and feet to us as well.  What a blessing! 

 

The photo below shows the progress made in 2016 on the Children’s Home.  Currently, the children are staying in the dorms.  

With God’s help, this facility will be completed in 2017 and begin providing a facility designed to support the children’s  

specific needs and safety.  Donations are needed to: 1) complete the Children’s Home, 2) provide monthly sponsorship for the 

children, and 3) support the general budget. 

 
 

Your continued prayers, and financial gifts, serve to further this ministry and share Christ with the people of Honduras.  If you 

would like additional information about Heart of Christ Ministries, or ways to share your gifts, please visit 

www.heartofchristhonduras.org or contact Jim and Kim Shivers (shiversjk@gmail.com). 

http://www.heartofchristhonduras.org
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KIDSGATE News 

Worship: We will no longer be having Kidsgate Worship during the 10:30  

services. Activities will be provided in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship  

Hall to help the kiddos be quietly engaged in the services. 

Sunday School: The Sunday School hour will now be a blended version of 

Kidsgate Worship and Sunday School. We will begin with worship as a group, 

then split up into age groups for the lesson. 

Kidsgate Music: We will begin night activities January 22nd from 5-6:30 pm. 

Our Sunday evening music program incorporates various instruments and 

movement into a choral setting, allowing children to discover many ways  

to praise God. A small snack will be provided. 

FIRST STOP Needs Blankets & Coats -  
We are collecting warm clothing and blankets for our homeless neighbors at  

First Stop. Please give items such as warm outer-wear, new/almost-new 

gloves, toboggans, socks, scarfs, coats and blankets. Your generous donations 

can be put in the large box in the Choir Room  

Valentine Box Announcement   

The UMW is now collecting addresses of our college students and military  

personnel for our Valentine boxes.  Please send the addresses to Christy Kindred at 

c.kindred@knology.net.   We will be packing those boxes on Tuesday, Feb 7.    

We do not reuse addresses from previous years, so please submit your student’s  

information. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Health: David Carlton, Alice Bunnell, Peter Sapp, Donald Zimmerman, Joan Hutson, Howard Carlton, Lori  
Dalton, Charles Raley, Jim Shivers, Carolyn Ottman, Mary Beth Bocking, Bill Gibb, Patrick Hurley, Luke  
Stanfield, Evelyn Colcord, Laveral Mason, Angela & Tamecia, Mildred Thomson, Mike Bailey, Jenny Nelson, Jim 
Martin, Baby Nelson, Andrew Bates, Sheila Huddleston, Mike Huddleston, Martha Gean, Carolyn Wright, Frank 
Little, Barbara Windsor, Kent Haugen, Bill & Marla Blanton, Sandra Walls, Rebecca Vegera, Judy Hodge, Robin 
Welshans 
 

Other:   Cheri Cutten, Madison Stanfield, Autumn Rose, Thomas Family, Amanda Thornton 
 
Sympathy to Tom Casteel  & family in the passing of his brother, John Casteel. 

mailto:c.kindred@knology.net


 

 

HOPE ON WHEELS 
 

Beginning in September Hope on Wheels has been serving food at Weatherly Elementary.  Our 

commitment is to the 2nd Monday of every month.  Manna House provides the food truck & name 

recognition.  Aldersgate provides the food, cooks the food and serves.  In September we started 

with pulled pork, beans, salad, watermelon and water.  All meals are served in a to go box with 

utensils.  That month we served 108 meals.  This week we served ham, mac and cheese, salad,  

oranges, and water.  We served an all time high of 176 and quit serving at 5:30 due to running out 

of food. 
 

This ministry is such a success due to several dynamics.  The school is a terrific partner: flyers 

home with each child, stickers on Monday to remind, announcements and a phone call on Sunday 

night to remind families.  Dedicated volunteers arrive after lunch to prepare the food.  More  

volunteers arrive to go out on the truck and serve.  Some volunteers pull the trailer from Manna 

House to the school and back.  Some are unable to be on site during the time prep and serve, so 

they donate goods. 
 

Thank you so much for your support and dedication to our reaching our community.  Next month 

our goal will be enough food for 225.  One way to be involved is to give financially to Hope on 

Wheels through the church to help provide the food.  We average spending $1.25 per meal.   

If you would like to be involved please contact Lydia Locke, Lydia.locke@aldersgate.ws or  

256-883-9062. 

         Part-Time Organist Position 
 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church at 12901 Bailey Cove Rd in SE Huntsville is looking for a part-

time organist to assist the pianist with service music, hymn accompaniments and occasional specials. 

hours would range between 5 and 10 hours per week. Responsibilities to include: 

1. Play Weekly for the 10:30 Traditional Service 

a. Coordinate Service Music (Prelude, Postlude, other specials as required) with the Pianist 
 

b. Accompany the hymns (as selected by the Minister of Music) along with the Pianist 
 

c. Accompany the choir or other ensemble on occasion (typically, our choirs sing with piano  

accompaniment) - this would require at least one Wednesday night rehearsal 
 

2. Be available to play organ for Special Services with reasonable notice (funerals, Special Lenten, 

Advent and Christmas services, other special events as the music program may plan) 
 

3. Be available to play piano if the Pianist is unavailable (with reasonable notice) for rehearsals and 

services 
 

4. Maintain good relationships with the Minister of Music, Pianist and Pastors 
 

5. Offer recommendations to the Minister of Music for programmatic improvements 
 

6. Abide by the church's Conduct of Christian Ethics Policy and Safe Sanctuary Policy 
 

7. Participate in the life of the Church beyond the music program (at Aldersgate or elsewhere) 
 

To apply or get more information about the church or position, contact Dennis Clements, Minister of 

Music at dennis.clements@aldersgate.ws or 256.883.9062.  

mailto:Lydia.locke@aldersgate.ws
mailto:dennis.clements@aldersgate.ws


 

 

Pastor - Rev. Sherill Clontz 
Associate Pastor– Rev. Brant Butler 
Pianist/Organist - Rebecca Bundy 
Contemporary Worship Leader - Dennis Cornelison 
Director of Music -  Dennis Clements 
Director of Youth Ministries - Emma McCauley 
Director of Discipleship & Assistant to the Minister - Lydia Locke 
Director of Children’s Ministries-Victoria Owen 
Director of KidsGate Choir-Kirstin Briggs 
Office Manager - Jessica Johnson 
Financial Manager - Wendy Sampson 
Facilities Manager-Bob Davidson 

Newsletter Deadline: 
The next newsletter deadline is   

Sunday, January 22 

Submit information to: 

 jessica.johnson@aldersgate.ws 

Pastoral Care 
If you have or know of a pastoral care 

need, please notify the church office or 

any of the pastors. The Pastor on Call 

will provide or direct the appropriate 

caring  response. 

 

Pastor on Call Schedule: 

Mondays & Thursdays 

 Sherill Clontz (256) 508-3760 

Tuesdays &Wednesdays 

 Lydia Locke (256) 426-0070 

Friday - Sunday:  

 January 13-15 Sherill Clontz 

 January 20-22 Lydia Locke 

Stewardship 
Ending December 2016  
Income YTD   $732,232.10 

Expenses YTD   $724,159.74 

Difference YTD      $8,072.36 
 

Wkly Building fund     $2,040.00 

YTD Building fund $148,862.10 

Current Loan Balance $127,788.69 
 

Worship Attendance 
 Date Total 

 1/1 136 

 1/8 313 

2016 Giving Statements 

2016 Giving Statements  are ready 

for pick up in the Narthex at the 

Welcome Center. You can pick 

them up during office hours or on a 

Sunday. 


