
                    Welcome to 
 HOLY FAMILY PARISH OF MINERSVILLE 
  
  

                 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

  April 9/10, 2022  
          Parish Office 538 Sunbury Street, Minersville, PA 17954 -1016   
                  Office (570) 544 - 4741              Fax (570) 544 - 4742                

Holy Family Parish of Minersville is a  
Christ-centered sacramental family, modeled  
after the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
We are dedicated to growing in our faith, spreading 
the Gospel in our community, preserving our rich 
traditions while looking to the future and living as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StMichaelDefendUs 
Parish Website: minersvillecatholic.com                             Nativity B.V.M. High School             570-622-8110  
Diocesan Website: www.allentowndiocese.org              Assumption B.V.M. Grade School   570-622-0106 
                                                                                 St. Joseph Center for Special Learning   570-622-4638 
  
Parish E-mail address: HolyFamilyParishMinersville@gmail.com 
 
                                           OFFICE HOURS ~ 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Monday ~ Thursday 
                                                                               Closed ~ Friday 
  

Rev. Jason F. Stokes ~ M.Div., M.A. ~ Pastor 
Dr. James P. Henninger ~ O.D. ~ Deacon 

  

     135 Spruce St 
Minersville, PA 17954 

       538 Sunbury St. 
 Minersville, PA 17954 



SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
Quandel Concrete 

Thank you for sponsoring an ad,  
making our bulletin possible. 

Mass Intentions  

Saturday, 9 April – Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

Confession 3:15 PM ~ St. Matthew’s    

4:00 PM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ People of the Parish  

                                          

5:30 PM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Francis Brady  

                                      Diane and John Harvilla   

 

Sunday, 10 April– Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

Confession 7:45 AM ~ St. Michael’s  

8:30AM ~St. Michael’s~ Isabel V. Thompson (5th Anniversary)  

                                                                                                 The Heffner and Hummel Families  

10:00 AM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ Jill Kuehn  

                                                                                                           James J. Kuehn  

 

Monday, 11 April–  

8:00 AM~ St. Matthew’s~ Anthony, Kathryn, and Marie Tomalonis 

                                            Walter, Kathleen, and Gregory Zitka   
 

Tuesday, 12 April-   

8:00 AM~ St. Michael’s~ John and Mary Lonergan  

                                    Estate  

                                            

Wednesday, 13 April-   

                                   NO MASS 
 

Thursday, 14 April–  Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper  

 7:00 PM~ St. Matthew’s~ Betty Sabol 

                                                                                                  Mary Lurwick  

   

Friday, 15 April -  Good Friday  

3:00 PM~ St. Matthew’s~ Good Friday Liturgy  

   

Saturday, 16  April – Easter Vigil in the Holy Night   

12:00 PM~ St. Michael's~ Blessing of the Easter Food  

 

8:00 PM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Mr. John Miller (15th Anniversary)   

                                      Wife, Carol, and Son, Robert   

 

Sunday, 17 April– Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord   

8:30AM ~St. Michael’s~ Ronald M. Yourey  

                                                                                                 Jane and Family   

 

10:00 AM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ People of the Parish  

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                          

                                          

  HOLY FAMILY 50 /  50    
 

$1.00 per envelope, your envelope is your ticket! 
 

Please remember to write your name and phone 
 number on the envelope. Thank you. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Collection Amounts For 

April 2nd and 3rd will be published at 
a later time due to bulletin deadlines.  

 
 

This week the second collection is for 
School Support  

Next weekend the second collection is for 
 School Support  

  
Your support is greatly appreciated! 

The parish office will be closing 
at noon on Thursday, April 19th 
and will remain closed until 9 

am Tuesday, April 19th.  

DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 

The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to victims of sexual 
abuse. Contact our Victim Assistance Coordinator Wendy S. Krisak, 
M.A., NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 1-800-791-9209 + Diocesan website: 
www.allentowndiocese.org  
 
YOUTH PROTECTION DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIRONMENT  
COORDINATOR 
Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS ~ Secretary for Youth Protection ~        
prusso@allentowndiocese.org 
Diocese of Allentown 1515 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive P.O. Box F 
Allentown, PA 18105-1538 610-871-5200 Ext. 2204  
 
LOCAL SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR ~ Sr. Catherine 
Therese Brennan, SSJ ~ 570-544-4741 
 
CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE REPORTING SERVICE  Catholic Bishop 
Abuse Reporting ~ www.ReportBishopAbuse.org 800-276-1562 



Ask Father: What are there 2 Gospels on Palm Sunday? 
This is a great question and I found a good article by my former Seminary Rector, Rev. Msgr. Joseph Prior. 
Enjoy! “Two Gospels of Palm Sunday show joy, sadness and ultimately, triumph”  
“Jesus cried out in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in 
two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened and the bodies of many 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised.” 

On Sunday we begin our annual observance of Holy Week with the celebration of Palm Sunday of 
the Lord’s Passion. Two Gospel passages are used for the liturgy. The first recalls Jesus’ triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem. The Gospel is proclaimed at the beginning of Mass as part of the procession with palms into 
the church. The second is the Passion of the Lord. Both readings come from the Gospel according to       
Matthew. 

Having the two Gospel passages proclaimed in one liturgy reminds us of the drastic turn of events in 
a few short days. Jesus is welcomed into Jerusalem with great joy by the crowds who acclaim him as he   
enters the city. Within five days the crowds will participate in calling for his death. 
While the reactions of the crowd are fickle, the triumph of Jesus is clear in both. As Jesus enters Jerusalem 
the crowds rightly acclaim “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
hosanna in the highest!” Then as he gives up his spirit on the cross his victory is proclaimed, knowingly or 
not, by the centurion who says: “Truly, this was the Son of God!” 

The evangelist marks Jesus’ triumph when he speaks of the “veil of the sanctuary” being torn in two 
from top to bottom. The image is packed with meaning. The “veil of the sanctuary” was the cloth drapery 
that covered the entrance to the Holy of Holies — the inner-most room — in the Temple. 

It was here that the Ark of the Covenant was held. The Ark contained the tablets of the covenant that 
Moses received on Mount Sinai. The only time someone could go into the Holy of Holies was on the Day of 
Atonement. On this day the high priest would go into the sacred place with the offering that the people had 
made, in seeking God’s mercy. 

The veil would be opened as the high priest went in and as he went out. The top of the Ark of the 
Covenant was called the “Mercy Seat.” From here God’s mercy and forgiveness was poured out on the   
people. 

As Jesus dies on the cross by “giving up his spirit,” he acts as the priest and the sacrifice. His         
offering, on behalf of the people, is his very self. By use of the Temple imagery St. Matthew tells us that this 
is the act that “opens the door” to God’s mercy and forgiveness. No longer is atonement sought on an annual 
basis, but it has been accomplished in one perfect act of praise. 
The significance of the event is further emphasized by the evangelist as he uses images that suggest the 
world has been shaken to its core — “the earth quaked and rocks were split.” Death, which is a consequence 
of sin, is now defeated through mercy as the evangelist recalls: “tombs were opened, and the bodies of many 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised.” 

St. Paul, when writing to the Church at Philippi, incorporates a hymn of praise into his letter. This 
hymn is the second reading for Sunday’s liturgy and is perhaps one of the earliest Christian writings in the 
New Testament. 

The hymn proclaims the offering of Jesus who “humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on the cross,” and his victory: “Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” 

The celebration of Passion Sunday brings together the great moments of joy and sadness, tragedy 
and triumph, sin and mercy, death and life. Faith enables us to enter into the mystery we celebrate. It is not 
something that we “figure out” but rather “enter into.” In Holy Week we celebrate the love God has for us in 
Christ Jesus. The passion and death of the Lord is the highest witness to this love. This love leads to life. 
This death leads to resurrection. 



 

Parish Fundraisers and Events 
 

SPRING FLING 
Mark your calendars for our First Annual Spring Fling to 

be held on Friday, April 29, 2022. We are blessed to      
welcome Tommy Zito back as our evening entertainment. 
Join us for a night music, dancing, and great fellowship. 
Beginning at 6:30 PM and concluding at 9:30 PM at the   

Holy Family Parish Center at Hillcrest. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for children 5-17, and free for those under 5. We 

will provide coffee, tea, water, and hot chocolate. This 
event is BYO beer, wine and light appetizers to share with 

your table and friends (no hard alcohol).  
 

Get your tickets by contacting the  
Parish Office or at Mass.  

 
 

Parish Information and Updates  
 

April Envelopes  
Our Envelope Supplier has informed us that 
there may be a delay in the next shipment of 

envelopes. We apologize for this inconvenience and are 
working with the company to ensure that this does not   

happen again (we are aware that it happened with the last 
shipment). To assist in the ability to perform the collection 

as normal, we are placing extra blank envelopes in both 
churches. Please put your name and envelope number on 
the blank envelope (this helps our volunteers counting the 

collection). Thank you for your patience and continued 
support of the many wonderful activities of Holy Family 

Parish funded by your generous donations.   
 

NEW PARKING COMING SOON! 
Holy Family Parish has purchased the abandoned lot directly next to 
the rectory on Spruce Street. This was a Tax Sale by the County and 

we were able to purchase the  property at a very good price! Our 
plan is to develop part of this property for additional handicap     

parking for St. Matthew’s Church. Our hope is to create 8 to 10   
parking spots for those with mobility issues (similar to the parking 
lot we created adjacent to St. Michael’s Church). We also hope to 
create a reflection area on the property for meditation and prayer 
and hope to work with local Boy Scouts as we believe this would 
make a great Eagle Scout  Project. Please contact Fr. Stokes if you 

know of an Eagle Scout candidate who could help us out. 
 

Checks and Banking 
Thank you for your continued support of Holy Family  Parish but 
please note that all checks MUST be made out to Holy Family      
Parish not St. Matthew or St. Michael. The bank will no longer   

accept checks made out to any other name but Holy Family Parish. 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Mulhall Memorial Calendar Winners  

 
Monday, March 28~ #554 No Winner 
Tuesday, March 29~  #976 No Winner 

Wednesday, March 30~ #652 Margaret Higgins 
 

Thursday, March 31~  
Due to bulletin publishing deadlines the winner  

will be published in next week’s bulletin  
 

Holy Week Schedule   
 

April 14th~ Mass of the Lord's Supper~  
7PM St. Matthew’s  

 
April 15~ Good Friday Liturgy~3PM St. Matthew’s 

  
April 16th~ Blessing of Easter Foods~ 

 Noon St. Michael’s  
 

April 16th~ Easter Vigil~8PM St. Michaels  
 

April 17th~ Easter Masses ~  
8:30 AM St. Michael’s and 10AM St. Matthew’s  

2022 Paschal Candle Sponsors  
 

St. Matthew’s  
From the Dutcavich Family  

 
St. Michael’s  

In loving memory of deceased family and friends 
Dotty Kull and Karen and Frank Mitchell  

 

 



   CONFIRMATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
PROGRAM   

Tuesdays 5:45 to 7:15 pm 
 

Coordinator: Sr. Mary Jane Dunleavy, SSJ     
Grades 7- 8   

 
Confirmation April 5th  

   ELEMENTARY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                                        
PROGRAM      

Tuesdays 5:45 to 7:15 pm 
 

Coordinator: Sr. Catherine Therese Brennan, SSJ                                 
Grades K – 6  

 
First Communion May 1st  

Virtual Mandated Reporter Training 
Any Prep volunteers that still need to complete this  required Mandated Reporter Training, please contact the office or Sister   

Catherine for dates, times, and registration information.  

School Information  
 

Scholarship  
The Edward T. Maleskas Scholarship Fund applications for 
the 2022-2023 school year are  available to families of the 

former Saint Francis of Assisi Parish and current            
registered  members of Holy Family Parish,  Minersville, 
PA.  Applications for college, Catholic high school, and 

Catholic elementary school can be obtained by contacting 
the trustee, Rev. Msgr. Daniel J. Yenushosky, at 

djyen1977@gmail.com.  Applications and supporting  
documents are due on or before May 1, 2022. 

 
Come have some “Reel Fun” at  the Assumption BVM 

School Trout Rodeo and Basket Auction! 
Assumption BVM School will be hosting a Trout Rodeo 

and Basket Auction on Saturday, April 23, at Stoyer’s Dam 
in Schuylkill Haven.  

 
Pre-Registration available at ABVM or the Schuylkill    

Haven Rec by April 13th. Contact Tara Mengel at          
570-622-0106 for more information. 

 
 

St. Patrick Preschool  
St. Patrick Preschool (located in the Assumption BVM 

building) offers 2, 3, or 5 day programs both half and full 
day. Fundraising options available. Contact us at            
570-622-0106 or saintpatricks.prek@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 

 

Holy Family Community Outreach 
 

The next food pantry distribution is on    
Wednesday, April 20th, from 10:00 AM to 
12:00 Noon. Please enter our  Parish Office 

Building using the back door from the parking 
lot on Lewis Street.  

 
 

April Food Pantry Grocery List 
As you do your grocery shopping this month 

please  consider helping to stock up our pantry 
shelves! This month the food pantry is looking 

for…  
 

~hot and cold cereals  
~powdered milk 

~cans of tuna fish, pork and beans, and spam 
~tooth brushes and tooth paste 

~ Monetary and gift card donations are always     
appreciated! 

 

Sisters of St. Joseph Easter Guild Cards 

Want to remember your loved ones living and         
deceased with an Easter gift of Masses and           

prayer?  The Sisters of St. Joseph have the most    
beautiful variety of Mass remembrance cards for 

a donation of $2.50.  These cards will be sold  
before and after Masses in both Churches.  Or 

you can get them by contacting  Sister Catherine 
Therese at 570-544-4741 Ext. 4. 

 


