
                    Welcome to 
 HOLY FAMILY PARISH OF MINERSVILLE 
  
  

                 
  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  JULY 10 / 11, 2021  
          Parish Office 538 Sunbury Street, Minersville, PA 17954 -1016   
                  Office (570) 544 - 4741              Fax (570) 544 - 4742                

Holy Family Parish of Minersville is a  
Christ-centered sacramental family, modeled  
after the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
We are dedicated to growing in our faith, spreading 
the Gospel in our community, preserving our rich 
traditions while looking to the future and living as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StMichaelDefendUs 
Parish Website: minersvillecatholic.com                             Nativity B.V.M. High School             570-622-8110  
Diocesan Website: www.allentowndiocese.org              Assumption B.V.M. Grade School   570-622-0106 
                                                                                 St. Joseph Center for Special Learning   570-622-4638 
  
Parish E-mail address: HolyFamilyParishMinersville@gmail.com 
 
                                           OFFICE HOURS ~ 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Monday ~ Thursday 
                                                                               Closed ~ Friday 
  

Rev. Jason F. Stokes ~ M.Div., M.A. ~ Pastor 
Dr. James P. Henninger ~ O.D. ~ Deacon 
Mr. Dominic Civitella, Summer Seminarian 

     135 Spruce St 
Minersville, PA 17954 

       538 Sunbury St. 
 Minersville, PA 17954 



SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
Foran’s Transmission & Auto Repair 

Thank you for sponsoring an ad,  
making our bulletin possible. 

                                                               DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 
The Diocese of Allentown provides assistance to victims of sexual abuse. Contact our Victim Assistance Coordinator 
Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., NCC, LPC Direct Phone: 1-800-791-9209 + Diocesan website: www.allentowndiocese.org  
 
YOUTH PROTECTION DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR 
Pamela J. Russo, MSW, MS ~ Secretary for Youth Protection ~ prusso@allentowndiocese.org 
 
Diocese of Allentown 1515 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive P.O. Box F Allentown, PA 18105-1538 610-871-5200 Ext. 2204  
 
LOCAL SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR ~ Sr. Catherine Therese Brennan, SSJ ~ 570-544-4741 
 
CATHOLIC BISHOP ABUSE REPORTING SERVICE 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting ~ www.ReportBishopAbuse.org                  800-276-1562 

               THIS WEEK’S MASS INTENTIONS  
                            
Saturday, 10 July - Vigil Mass for The Fifteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
 
Confession 3:15 PM ~ St. Michael’s 
 
4:00 PM ~ St. Michael’s ~ People of the Parish 
 
5:30 PM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ Susan Dunleavy 
                                                                                                            Husband, Mike 
 
Sunday, 11 July - The Fifteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
 
Confession 7:45 AM ~ St. Matthew’s 
 
8:30 AM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ Lisa and Jacob Shaak 
                                           Family 
                                              
10:30 AM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Elmer F. Heffner, Jr.   
                                            Hughes Family                                       
                                                
Monday, 12 July  
8:00 AM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ Special Intention 
                                            Theresa Grigalonis 
                                             
Tuesday, 13 July - St. Henry 
8:00 AM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Elizabeth & Bolie Butensky 
                                                                                                                   Joseph and Nancy 
 
Wednesday, 14 July - St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 
8:00 AM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ Michael & Anna Warhola, Jr. 
                                                                                                                      Family 
 
Thursday, 15 July -      NO MASS 
                                                                
Friday, 16 July - Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
8:00 AM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Betty & John Harvilla 
                                      Family 
 
Saturday, 17 July - Vigil Mass for The Sixteenth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 
Confession 3:15 PM ~ St. Michael’s 
 
4:00 PM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Helen Carr  
                                               Blum Family                                       
                                            
5:30 PM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ Mr. & Mrs. Herman DiSarro  
                                           Daughter, Tina and Family 
                                          
Sunday, 18 July - The Sixteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
 
Confession 7:45 AM ~ St. Matthew’s 
 
8:30 AM ~ St. Matthew’s ~ People of the Parish  
                                             
                                              
10:30 AM ~ St. Michael’s ~ Carter Larkin-Kukta  
                                            Rita Larkin 

  HOLY FAMILY 50 /  50    
  

$1.00 per envelope, your envelope is your ticket! 
 

Please remember to write your name and phone 
 number on the envelope. Thank you. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Collection Amounts For 

July 3rd & 4th
  = $6,956.00 

 
This week the second collection is for 

Fuel & Heat 
 

Next weekend the second collection is for 
The Church in Central & Eastern Europe 

  
Your support is greatly appreciated! 

  
Thank you to our Online givers as well! 

 

 
BECAUSE WE ARE CATHOLIC 

 ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

We need the support of all of our parish families 
to reach 100% participation. If you have not made 
your pledge of support, you may return your 
pledge form to the parish office or make your gift 
online. Remember, every gift counts, no gift is too 
small. Every dollar helps those in need. If you 
have any questions or would like to make a gift, 
please call the parish office or visit the Appeal 
website at: 

BecauseWeAreCatholic.org.  



Ask Father: Can you help us to understand the liturgy better (cont.)? 
We continue our journey through the liturgy with the second half of the Mass – The Liturgy of the Eucharist, from the 
Offertory through the Eucharistic Prayer. 
The offertory: Every sacrifice requires an offering, and the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is no exception. On Sundays, 

at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, there is a collection, with the congregation placing our individual 
offerings in a basket. Today, those offerings take the form of cash or check. In third-century Rome, St. Hippolytus 
tells us, they included grapes, figs, apples, even lilies — anything that could support the community. Tertullian, 
writing from second-century Carthage, likewise said that the donations went toward burying the poor, supplying the 
wants of orphans, and providing for the homebound. 
The collection is then carried up into the sanctuary, often with the bread and wine to be consecrated. Together, 

they represent the fruits of the earth offered by man, its steward. They also represent the spiritual offering of the 
faithful, the offering of our lives to Christ. 

While the collection is taken up, the priest prepares the altar. When all is ready, he elevates first the bread, then the 
wine, pronouncing a blessing over each. The blessing, which begins, “Blessed are you, Lord of all creation,” echoes 
the blessing Jesus pronounced at the Last Supper, the blessing of the Passover meal, “Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, king of the universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.” It also echoes the blessing of Melchizedek in Genesis 14: 
19-20. 

 Next, the priest washes his hands, following St. Paul’s advice in 1 Timothy 2:8, that when praying, men should lift 
up “holy” or “clean” hands. 

 Finally, with the priest, the whole congregation implores God to accept the sacrifices offered — both the priest’s 
and our own — and, by it, bless the world. 

 Preface and the Sanctus 
The preface of the Eucharistic Liturgy has remained virtually unchanged for the past 1800 years. In the early 

200s, St. Hippolytus’ account of the Mass in Rome included the dialogue between priest and people that en-
joins the congregation to “Lift up your hearts to the Lord” and “Give thanks to the Lord our God.”  

The preface continues with a short prayer. Like the opening dialogue, it focuses the congregation on the im-
portance of what is about to take place and invites us to enter into the Mass even more completely. 

Then, with the reminder that we are praying “with the angels and saints,” the congregation sings the Sanctus, 
the “Holy, Holy, Holy,” taken from Isaiah 6:2-3 and Revelation 4:8. This hymn, as we know from a letter from 
Pope St. Clement (martyred in A.D. 99), has been sung in the Mass since at least the first century of Christiani-
ty. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
After the Sanctus, the congregation kneels, assuming a posture of reverence in preparation for the central act of 

the Mass. The priest then prays the Eucharistic Prayer, or Canon. 
For this prayer, the priest has four options: Eucharistic Prayer 1, published in 1570 but virtually identical to the 

Eucharistic prayer used by St. Ambrose in the fourth century and St. Augustine in the fifth century; Eucharistic 
Prayer 2, drawn from the Greek liturgy of St. Hippolytus in 215; Eucharistic Prayer 3, an abbreviated twentieth
-century version of Eucharistic Prayer 1; and Eucharistic Prayer 4, a 20th-century prayer adapted from the an-
cient liturgies of the Eastern Churches. 

Each offers thanksgiving and praise to God. 
Each includes a prayer for the sending down of the Holy Spirit, the epiclesis, for nothing in the Eucharistic sac-

rifice happens by man’s effort alone. 
Each includes an institution narrative (the story of the Last Supper) followed by the words of consecration, tak-

en from the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, as well as 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 
Each also includes the elevation, first the sacred Host, then the sacred Chalice, often to the sounds of ringing 

bells, proclaiming that a great miracle has occurred: Bread and wine are no longer bread and wine. Christ is 
now present in the Eucharist, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. 

And each includes the mystery of faith, a summary of the paschal mystery, which affirms the reality 
of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection, the saving power of the mystery unfolding before us, and 
the anticipated second coming of Christ. 

Finally, each concludes with a closing doxology, the Great Amen. “Amen” is a Hebrew word that in 
this context means “truly” or “yes,” and conveys the congregation’s agreement with the entirety of the 
Eucharistic Prayer, as well as a “yes” to Christ, elevated on the altar. 



Part-time Administrative Assistant 
 
Holy Family Parish of Minersville is seeking a 
part-time administrative assistant who will be re-
sponsible for performing a variety of administra-
tive tasks to support the Parish. The position is 
responsible for answering inquiries via walk-ins, 
emails and telephone calls, assisting with prepa-
ration of the weekly bulletin and preparing paper-
work for weekly liturgies as well as other admin-
istrative related tasks. Candidates must be profi-
cient in Microsoft Office and Publisher as well as 
demonstrate strong communication and organi-
zational skills. The desired applicant is to have 
prior administrative experience, preferably in a 
religious institution and must be able to pass di-
ocesan mandated background checks. Hours: 
Monday – Thursday, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Appli-
cants are requested to submit a cover letter and 
resume to Fr. Stokes, Pastor at Holy Family Par-
ish of Minersville, 538 Sunbury St., Minersville, 
PA 17954.  

BASKET AUCTION TIME ~ AND YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
 
We appreciate ALL the help you have given us in the past. We are asking for your help again this year. The following 
would be greatly appreciated: Ready made Baskets, Gift Cards from local businesses, Monetary donations (to help 
defray the cost of purchasing large item), large baskets that are lightly used and new items to make baskets. 

PLEASE do not use old or used items in your baskets.   
You can drop off your basket or items at Hillcrest Parish Center between 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm every Thursday starting 
July 1st  up until August 19th, 2021. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, AUGUST 22nd, 2021 
 

This is our second biggest Parish Fundraiser, your help is needed and we are so thankful.  
Any questions, you can call Theresa @ 570-527-7035 (after 2:00 pm) or Jean @ 570-640-0140. 

Please join us for our 

“Eucharist Bible Study” 
to deepen our understanding and belief in 
the true Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, 

which is the ‘source and summit of Christian life’” (CCC 
1324). Our mission, especially during this Year of the 
Real Presence, is to increase our love, devotion, and rev-
erence for Our Eucharistic Lord Who is present, body, 
blood, soul, and divinity, at every Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. We will build a more concrete foundation of why 
we are Catholic in doing so. By exploring the prefiguring 
of the Eucharist in the Old Testament and the fulfillment 
in the New, we will come to appreciate this amazing gift 
that brings Heaven to earth on the altar and gives us the 
privilege of intimate union with Our Lord in the Eucha-
ristic feast. During this Year of the Real Presence in our 
Diocese, and in light of the startingly lack of belief in the 
Real Presence among Catholics, it is imperative that we 
understand the reality of the most treasured aspect of our 
faith. Meetings will be Tuesdays, June 29, July 6, and 
July 13 at 6:30pm in St. Matthew's church. 

COVID-19 Restrictions Update 
In accordance with the CDC, Commonwealth of PA and the Diocese of Allentown, the following COVID-19 
guidelines are in effect for Holy Family Parish of Minersville:  Masks are no longer required in any Parish 
facility (you may wear a mask if you choose), we will begin using our Parish Intention Book at Mass, Holy 
Water will be returned to the Holy Water Fonts, Altar Servers will be utilized effective September, all other 

Parish activities will be returned to normal. Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance to both Churches 
for those who wish to use it. The Sign of Peace and distribution of Holy Communion via the chalice will con-

tinue to be suspended until further notice. Thank you for your continued patience and cooperation.   

PFSA virtual Mandated Reporter Training  
Virtual training meets all requirements for training on recognizing and reporting child abuse at no cost.  Please select 
one of the following dates to register:  
 

Tues. July 13 9 am - 12 pm                          Sat. July 17th 9 am - 12 pm  
Tues. July 13th 1 pm - 4 pm                      Tues. July 20th 9 am - 12 pm                 
Wed. July 14th 9am - 12pm                        Tues. July 20th 1 pm - 4 pm                                            
Thurs. July 15th 9 am - 12 pm                   Wed. July 21st 9 am - 12 pm 

 
These sessions must be attended LIVE in order to receive credit.  

Questions can be directed to training@pa-fsa.org  



DEVOTIONAL LAMP INTENTIONS 

  St. Michael the Archangel Church 
         of HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
 

† St. Anthony 
Joseph P. Gleason 

Wife, Teresa 
                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flower Intentions: 

For Edward A. & Katherine I. Brady 
Son, M. Joseph Brady 

 

   ELEMENTARY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                                         

                            PROGRAM            
                                                                                  Coordinator: Sr. Catherine Therese Brennan, SSJ                                 
E-mail ~ HolyFamilyK6Prep@gmail.com                                            

Grades K – 6  
PREP will return in the fall – have a great 
summer! 
 

   CONFIRMATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
                                PROGRAM   
 
Coordinator: Sr. Mary Jane Dunleavy, SSJ     
Email ~ HolyFamilyConfirmationPrep@gmail.com  

Grades 7- 8   
PREP will return in the fall – have a great  
summer! 

St. Matthew the Evangelist Church 
   of HOLY FAMILY PARISH    

                                                                                                               
† Blessed Virgin Mary 

Special Intention 
Sally Gober 

 
† St. Barbara 

In Loving Memory of Doris Yannaccone 
Daughter, Cheryl & Family  

 
† Saint Joseph 

For the Health of Mrs. Jean Messaros 
Family 

   
Flower Intentions: 

In Loving Memory of Jean R. Lauck 
Daughter, Carol and Son, David  

                    All Aboard!    
“ We’re Getting on Track with Jesus” 

At Holy Family Parish Vacation Bible School  
Monday, July 12th To Friday, July 16th    

 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM   
At the Parish Office Building 

All students Grade 4K - 6 are invite to attend.  
Register ASAP by calling  

Sr. Catherine Therese  
570-544-4741 

Vacation Bible School Registration Forms are 
available in the vestibule of the Church before 

and after Mass.  Parents, you may complete the 
forms at home and drop them off in the Parish 
Office or in the collection basket next weekend 
in an envelope addressed to Sister Catherine 

Therese.  We look forward to sharing the Jesus 
connection with your children through memora-
ble bible stories, songs, crafts, snacks and oth-
er interactive activities.  We’re getting “On the 

Jesus Track.”  
 

Homebound Visits 
 

With the ease of COVID-19 restrictions, we are 
resuming our Homebound visits. However, due 
to the length of time since our last visits (over a 
year), we are requesting that you contact the 
Parish Office if you are homebound and would 
like to have a visit for Holy Communion.  
 
Young adults ~ once you turn 18 years old and 
are not attending college and if you still live at 
home or nearby and intend to continue worship-
ping at Holy Family Parish please contact the 
Parish Office to register as an adult member. 
 
 

Parish Office Number: 
 570-544-4741   (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) 


