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Join us this Sunday!
Current Schedule:
11:00 In-Person / Online Worship Service
Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9:30am – 1:30pm
Church Phone:
978-562-2932
Email Church Office:
bonnie@hudsonfumc.org
Web Page: www.hudsonfumc.org

Staff Leaders 2020:
Pastor:
Geisa Y. Matos
Music Director:
Lisa Schliker
Organist:
Margarita Merriman
Administrator:
Bonnie Elman
Newsletter Editor:
Lisa Schliker
Sexton:
Mario DiMare
Nursery Care:
Kerry Mason
Spiritual Lay Leader: Barbara Robinson
Lay Leader:
Ada Arenstrup
TV Ministry:
Bob Collins
Rick Andrews

Blue Christmas Service
Thursday, December 17th
7:00 PM via Zoom
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them
light has shined.” Isaiah 9:2
For some of us, the Advent and Christmas season comes
with mixed emotions. The joy of the season is a challenge
when dealing with loss, separation or illness in our lives. This “Blue Christmas”
service offers an opportunity for us to acknowledge that sometimes we are
dealing with sadness, and the emotional struggles that this season can bring. We
offer a safe place to share those emotions, acknowledging our loss in the midst
of understanding that we are not alone.
All are Welcome. Zoom link will be sent through email the week before the
service. Please reach out to the church office for more information.
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A word from the Pastor
An Advent prayer
How is it with your soul during this Advent Season? Do you have reasons to
celebrate? During Advent, we should remember that even when we face challenging
situations, God is closer to us than we might realize. Yes, the pandemic continues,
and we have many struggles to overcome. Yet, in Christ hope lives!
Let’s worship the One that came to show us God’s unconditional love. Let’s
intentionally seek the face of God independently of your circumstances. As we
prepare to receive Christ, the Light of the World, into our hearts this Advent Season,
I invite you to take a few minutes today, to kindly pray with me…

Loving God,
As we clamor to celebrate Christmas and the joy of gift giving,
I am thrust into high gear as I:
clean the house, purchase the tree,
decorate the exterior and the interior
of our home, buy gifts,
bake cookies, address cards...
and yet in all of that hustle and bustle, I am left longing for more.
As I celebrate the season that the world has claimed,
may I also celebrate the season you have proclaimed.
May I center myself enough to:
reflect upon my temple,
clear away the clutter of my mind and heart,
clothe myself with the garments of your love,
receive the gift of grace offered through the coming Messiah,
reclaim and practice the disciplines that lead to transformation,
sing the advent carols in my heart and private spaces,
celebrate your incarnate presence among us.
May I be as prepared and present for Advent as I am for Christmas. Amen.1
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Prayer written by Bishop LaTrelle Easterling
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Alternative Giving
You can honor someone this Christmas with a gift that really
does keep on giving by donating to a non-profit in that
person’s name. Here are some worthy organizations:
Agape Café – Dinner ministry operating out of our church and
staffed by volunteers from both our church and from the local
community. During the pandemic, Agape Café has pivoted to
“Agape to Go” by offering free dinners for pick up on Thursday
evenings. To donate, mail a check made out to “FUMC” with “Agape Café” in the memo
line and mail to the church or donate online at Donate | First United Methodist Church
(hudsonfumc.org)
Bridges to Malawi – Bridges to Malawi is run by American and Malawian health care
professionals and was created to improve the lives of people in Malawi, one of the
poorest countries in the world. It is headquartered in Hudson at the home of Dr Brian
Lisse, a friend of the congregation who is the husband of one of our members. To
donate, mail a check made out to “Bridges to Malawi” and mail it to 7 Curley Drive,
Hudson, MA.01749 or go to their website, bridgestomalawi.org and hit the donate
button (they prefer snail mail because PayPal does take a small piece of the action
when you use the donate button).
UMCOR – US Disaster Response and Recovery – The United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) responds to natural or civil disasters of such magnitude that they
overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own. For UMCOR, 2020 is one long
emergency and they have responded to 99 unique emergencies so far this year. To
donate, mail a check made out to “FUMC” with “UMCOR – US Disaster Response” in
the memo line and mail to the church or donate online at Donate | First United
Methodist Church (hudsonfumc.org)
Get Us PPE – This is a grassroots movement founded in March 2020 by health care
professionals and researchers working on the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic.
They provide PPE at no cost to frontline workers and under-resourced communities. To
donate, mail a check made out to “AFFIRM RESEARCH” with “Get us PPE Fund” in the
memo line and mail to Get Us PPE c/o AFFIRM Research, PO Box 503, Williamstown,
MA 01267 or donate online at https://getusppe.org/

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR JANUARY EDITION:
January newsletter articles are due by Monday, December 28. Please send articles to:
lpattonvb@yahoo.com. Early articles are always welcome!
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December Birthdays
2
3
7
10
13
13
16
17
17
20
22
22
25
28

Gaytha Montgomery
Mariah Latzka
John Comeau
Lynn Spencer
Sarah Percuocco (Berube)
Bonnie McLean
Carolyn Paskavitz
Kathy Kittredge
Ada Arenstrup
Allen Brown, Jr.
Stella Brown
Jim Niro
Carol Griffin
Dee Jordan

Pastor Connections - One on
One with Pastor Geisa
If you have something you’d like to talk
about with the pastor, she is in her
office on Tuesdays and Fridays from
4pm to 6pm and on Sundays following
worship.
You can call 978-838-9279 or email
Pastor directly at:
geisa3matos@gmail.com
She can make herself available other
days and times as well by
appointment. She is out of the office
on Wednesdays.

CAREGIVERS GROUP
Our meetings are open to all who are caring for
someone who needs help on a continuing
basis. We meet on the First and Third Monday
of each month, from 11am to Noon. Join us in
Lamson Hall. The church has recognized a
yearning in the community for a place to gather,
intended for those in the position of being a
caregiver and who need to be with others going
through difficult times caring for their loved
ones.
Our purpose is to establish a safe, quiet setting for those who are feeling the weight
that often accompanies caregiving. Caregivers often feel alone/isolated and unique.
We can’t solve problems or change a situation but we will offer support by
encouraging each other to not feel weak or selfish or unloving because of our
thoughts. Sometimes we even find humor and laugh with each other. This, too, is
healing for caregivers.
The meetings are open to anyone who is a caregiver and may be feeling isolated by
their situation. Come to as few or as many of our meetings as you like. You may
come just to listen but over time, we hope you’ll feel free to speak. There are no
dues or fees to think about, just come and be with us for an hour or so.
December Dates: 12/7 and 12/21
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December Mission Outreach
Christmas Gifting Tree
Tags with children's names and gift wishes
are available from the office. You may stop
by the office to see what's available or you
can call the church to request a child's name
(you can choose
more than one
name!).
Tags will also be
available during the
Annual Country
Christmas Fair on
December 5th
Do the shopping and return the WRAPPED
gifts no later than Tuesday, December 15th.
Many of the families whose gift tags we
received are also feeling the weight of
parents who have lost jobs. Gift cards to
food or dept. stores are also encouraged.
The South Middlesex Opportunity Council
contact will ensure the correct distribution of
cards.

Prayer concerns:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Barbara R.; for her daughter Dawn. She
has developed pneumonia and pluralism
in her right lung and still tests positive for
COVID and for her nephew
For Martha Celli from SMOC whose dad
passed just before Thanksgiving.
For Carol G. and her brother Bernie
whose wife, Helen, has passed after
being under hospice.
Bob & Judy D.
For caregivers
For those diagnosed and recovering from
COVID
For Elaine Gjeltema; for employment,
Also, pray for health concerns, including
healing to avoid knee surgery.

Note: If you have any prayer concerns or joys
please contact the church office by email
bonnie@hudsonfumc.org or call 978-562-2932

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS PIES ! !
UMW annual fund raiser $12.00 per pie (pre-pay only)
Orders will be taken until Sunday, December 20th.
Pie PICK-UP Wednesday, December 23rd 3pm to 5pm
#____________APPLE
#____________BLUEBERRY
#____________CHERRY #____________PUMPKIN
#____________ SUGAR FREE APPLE
Name:__________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________________________________
Place this order form, with payment, in the UMW mailbox or you can mail orders
to: FUMC, 34 Felton St., Hudson, MA 01749. Checks payable to UMW. Please
include “UMW pie fund raiser” on the memo line of your check. Email Ada at
arenstrup@netzero.net with questions or additional orders.
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Date
changed to
December
12!
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