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Bible Study to resume in October 
 
Our weekly Wednesday morning Bible study will 
begin on October 14th in Lamson Hall at 10:00am. 
We will focus on the Sabbath written by Wayne 
Muller.  This study will help to keep us living in a 
normal rhythm of life.  It will help us to tap into the 
divine source within and to make use of the wisdom 
learned from the pain of living through this time of 
confusion and fear.   
 
We will practice social distancing including the use of wearing masks as 
precautions against the spreading of the COVID virus.  We will not have coffee 
available due to COVID, but you are invited to bring your own. The chairs will be 
sanitized before and after our use or you are invited to bring your own chair. You 
will need to bring your own Bibles.   
For more information please contact Barbara Robinson at 928-710-0479 
 
See you on October 14th at 10:00am! 
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Waiting for Thanksgiving? Wait no more! 
By Rev. Geisa Matos 

I was one of those people who were in the grip of a 
compulsive need to buy as much food as I could when 
COVID-19 was declared a pandemic and schools and 
churches were closed. Once inside a supermarket, my 
grocery list got longer and longer. I kept asking myself, “Is 
this enough?  Should I get two or three more?” I was in a 
panic!  However, when I was almost done with my grocery 
shopping, I said to myself, “Wow, I am so lucky! I can 
actually worry about how much stuff I should buy, and my worst problem is I can’t 
find toilet paper.” I started to remember that when I grew up, there were times in 
which my parents struggled to make ends meet. 
 
Living on a Caribbean island, my family had to prepare for the worst during the 
hurricane and tropical storm seasons. Some years, we struggled to afford food 
for emergencies—toilet paper was a distant concern. Today, I give thanks to God 
because those days are over. I give thanks to God because even when my family 
didn’t have much, we always had enough. I never went to bed hungry. How 
blessed I have been!  
  
The act of remembering how God has been faithful to me restored my spirit. By 
the time I was putting groceries in my car, my soul was filled with a sense of 
gratitude. The circumstances of my life did not change—but gratitude turned my 
anxiety into peace. I am thankful that the global crisis related to the pandemic 
has improved in many ways. Even as the future continues to be uncertain, and at 
times scar, I keep proclaiming “THANK YOU LORD! 
  
Gratitude is healing; gratitude is life; Even amid chaos, fear, and confusion, we 
can find reasons to be thankful. Thanksgiving is around the corner; however, we 
do not need to wait until the Thanksgiving season to embrace a spirit of gratitude. 
Today is the perfect day to proclaim Psalm 103:2 (NIV), “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and do not forget all his benefits.” 
  
I give thanks to God for you! Yes, for you!  If you are reading this newsletter, you 
are alive, and if there is life, there is hope! Would you count your blessings with 
me? What are three things you are grateful for? 
 
1.___________________________________	
2.___________________________________	
3.___________________________________	
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October Birthdays 
 
3          Ian Vorce                                                                                                           
7          Samantha Wetherell 
7          Fred Lucy                                                                   
8          Edwina Eastman 
8          StevenBerube                                                                                            
15        Michelle Andrews                 
19        Skip Wetherell 
20        Tyler Scerra 
22        Pastor Geisa Matos 
23        Kris Harrington 
26        Ryan Hartford 
30        Richard Hartford, Jr. 
 

October Anniversaries 
  
8          Ron & Carolyn Paskavitz 
8          David & Renee Laskey 
9          Steven & Lisa Comeau 
19        Bob & Becky Berube 
20        Chuck & Lisa Schliker 

 

Block Party 2020 
  
This year’s downsized Block Party 
was a success! It was such a pleasure 
to watch so many neighborhood 
children enjoying the sunny weather 
and the food and shows outside. 
From a wonderful OUTSIDE 
WORSHIP to a FANTASTIC 
MAGICIAN with the greatest balloon 
creatures.  Everyone wore masks and 
social distancing guidelines were 
followed.  Along came ANIMAL 
ADVENTURES with Ed Laquidara’s 
array of exotic animals and his bible 
stories to inspire us all.  We saved the 
best for last.  The day ended with ‘A 
Make Your Own Sundae’ from 
REASONS TO 
BE CHEERFUL 
with the best 
homemade ice 
cream and many 
toppings. 
 

Block Party Funding 
 
As you know, I usually do not run a 
program that is not paid for in 
advance.  I made an exception this 
year because it is such an unusual 
time.  Children and adults need a few 
distractions in a safe atmosphere.  We 
created a safe as possible atmosphere 
and carried on with our planning.  
NOW It is time for me to ask for my 
church family’s support.  Our coffers 
are lower than usual in times when we 
have not been going to church for 
worship.  It is very hard doing this 
without seeing all your faces looking 
back at me.  My commitment to make 
things feel ‘normal’ is strong.  My 
covenant to “Give to God Through 
This Church” calls me to invite you to 
do the same.   
Please write “Block Party” in the 
memo line of your check or on your 
envelope.   
BLESSINGS to you all, Ada 
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Communion 
There is a lot of confusion about the Communion kits. 
Who should receive them? When should they be 
blessed? 
 
• Pastor Geisa believes that Communion is an 

important sacrament that should not be treated 
lightly because once consecrated, the elements become a sacrament and a 
means of grace. During COVID, people who attend worship will be 
encouraged to bring their own bread and juice. Some who attend worship will 
bring their own elements while others will use the Communion kits. Some 
people who worship from home will use their own bread and juice while others 
will use Communion kits that they have obtained from the church office ahead 
of time. Regardless of the option people choose, all the elements will be 
consecrated by Pastor Geisa during the worship service. Once the elements 
are consecrated, they should be treated differently. 

• There are specific instances where Pastor Geisa will consecrate Communion 
kits ahead of time. For example, there are members of the congregation who 
are unable to attend or watch the worship services, but who yearn to receive 
Communion. They, or someone acting on behalf of them, should contact 
Pastor Geisa. 

          
We hope you found this information helpful.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Geisa. 
 
From Mission, Outreach and 
Opportunity (MOO)…  
September Outreach - Farley 
School  
The school requested 300 pairs of 
earphones so children would not 
disturb each other while working on 
their computers. 
 
We delivered 425 sets of ear buds and 
earphones by the start of school! 
We received numerous hand drawn 
thank you notes from the students.  If 
you are around church check them out 
on our bulletin board near the mission 
drop boxes. 

THANK YOU’S in ABUNDANCE! 
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October Outreach 
Personal Hygiene Products 

for the Food Pantry 
 
Adult diapers…all sizes for men and 
women.  Tampons and pads of all 
kinds. 
DROP BOXES will be outside the 
office and in the sanctuary. 
 

Church 
Conference 

FUMC Hudson 
Sunday, November 

29, 2020 
SPRC meeting 12 PM 

(following worship) 
Full Church 

Conference 1:30 PM 
 

Agape Café 
 
Agape Café is offering 
TAKE OUT DINNERS 
on Thursdays from 5pm 
until 6:30pm 
 
Our team will be practicing Social 
Distancing to prepare and deliver your 
meal.  Your dinner will be delivered 
right to your car. We ask that you 
comply to safe distancing by wearing a 
mask and stay in your car.  The free 
dinners are for everyone and all are 
welcome to partake. 

Food Relief Program Updates 
 
Our “Food Relief” program is only 
doing HOME DELIVERIES on the 1st 
and 3rd Friday of the month until 
further notice.  Groceries will no longer 
be given out on Fridays.   
 
The Food Relief program still Needs 
Volunteer Drivers and Donations! 
Food and household products are in 
high demand. 
 
To volunteer or for more information, 
please contact Stacey Hartford at:  
978-601-2494.  

Breakfast Boys 
 
Friday, October 2nd 8:30 am - The 
men of the church (aka the ‘Breakfast 
Boys’) will be gathering at the Panera 
parking lot.   
 
All interested men 
are invited to join! 

Caregivers Meeting 
 
Caregivers meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of each month at 10:00 am in 
Lamson Hall.   
 
If you need a break from your 
caregiving responsibilities, you are 
welcome to join our small gathering for 
hour or so to chat or just listen. 
 

 
If you have any prayer concerns or joys please contact the church office by 

email: bonnie@hudsonfumc.org or call 978-562-2932 
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SPECIAL LOVE OFFERING (from Ada) 
 
Our Church has been blessed with many hard workers.  This month, we would 
like to make an opportunity to show our appreciation to Christine and Mario 
Dimare.  Christine has many allergies to different scents (as do some other 
parishioners).   This makes it difficult for her and others to enter or stay in 
places that have been sanitized to prevent the spread of Covid-19.   
 
Christine found a product that would sanitize but not bother her allergies.  The 
Dimares sanitize the sanctuary after every use; including worship and food 
delivery.  The check point at Worship entrance has hand sanitizer and masks 
available thanks to them.  The upstairs bathroom is set up with products that 
you may use before and after you use it.   
 
Now that other organizations are starting back in the building Mario and/or 
Christine make sure these areas are sanitized and waiting for every group.  All 
this goes way beyond Mario’s sexton hours.  We know they do this work 
because of their love for our church, the congregation and God.   
 
Please join in a “pay it forward” moment by donating money toward a gift that 
will be shared with the Dimares.  Please write “The Dimares” on your envelope 
or check. 
 

Part-time is Plenty - 
Celebrating Small Churches 

online workshop 
 
October 10, 2020; 9:00 am - Noon;  
District Resource event for Laity and 
Clergy via Zoom.   
 
This online workshop, part of the 
Conference’s District Resource Days, 
will celebrate the advantages and 
unique features of small churches 
while exploring how to identify and 
emphasize meaningful and rewarding 
roles for lay members that facilitate a 
higher level of engagement.  
 
See Rev Geisa for more information 

Church Pledges 
 
Please don’t forget your church 
pledges – Your pledge giving is still 
needed during this time as electric 
and other bills, as well as salaries and 
missional need continue.  
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Prayer Requests 
 
Bonnie’s friend Marilyn; now in a nursing home. 
Mary C., continued prayers for her health 
Carol H., health concerns 
Bob & Judy D; Judy from stress and Bob recovering 
from surgery 
Doris; ongoing health issues 
Shanelle; health concerns 
Victims of the fires in CA and OR. 
For all returning to schools and the struggles with maintain Covid19 restrictions. 
 
 
A Message from Your Lay Leader, Ada 
 
I am sure that all of you are suffering in one way or another 
from being quarantined from Covid-19 and trying to protect 
yourselves and others as the world opens back up.  I want 
you all to know I have been praying for our church and our 
congregation every day. 
 
Today as I was writing articles for the Messenger, I realized even more how 
much I miss church and all the amazing things we do and people we reach out 
to.  I feel like every article was about something going on at church that no one 
knows about because nobody is present.   
 
BUT, the biggest thing I noticed is all I talked about was donating money to this 
or to that!  Yes, that is what it takes to run a church.  Hopefully our church is 
reaching out in a direction that you can really wrap your heart around.  Where is 
God leading your heart? 
 
Stacey Harford showed us this year what can be accomplished with faith, prayer, 
and hard work.  Our Food Relief Program was to be rivaled by no other.  Some 
people could bring one small item, some could bring cases and truck loads.  
Children gave their allowance while businesses and organizations gave 
hundreds or thousands.  That was is their hearts. 
 
Blessings and prayers as we go forward.  Let’s Give to God Through Our 
Church.  Ada 
 

Articles for the November are due Tuesday, October 27.  Please e-mail your 
articles to Lisa Schliker: lpattonvb@yahoo.com  
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New Technology Funds 
During COVID-19, it is important have our Worship Services available 
online.  There have been many technical difficulties as we have been 
muddling our way through ZOOM and/or FACEBOOK.  We recently 
learned that we need to use YouTube to be on cable TV.  
 
Since March, people have been using their own computers to ensure Worship is available 
online.  This has been challenging and not the right thing to do.  The Media Team has come 
with a plan to help the church move forward.  This plan includes a few new pieces of 
equipment! 
 
Since funds are low the church would like to secure donations before investing in new 
equipment. We already have $1,100 (almost half the goal)!  If this is a ministry that you would 
like to see continue please donate with “technology” in the memo line or on the envelope. 
 

 
Christmas Country Fair - Saturday December 5th 
In trying to keep things ‘normal’ our biggest fundraiser of the year is in the 
planning stages.  We will follow whatever Covid-19 guidelines are in place at 
that time.  Here is what we need from you: 

 
THEMED BASKETS: Looking for some ideas?  The October “Tuesday’s News Notes” will 
include ideas for a basket. If you prefer…you can donate the estimated price of a basket.  
These baskets are being called “virtual baskets” for those who are not comfortable shopping 
during the pandemic. 
 
CRAFTS: Have you been knitting or sewing for months?  If so, share your creations!  The 
Craft Group will be making decorated live wreaths this year.  Orders will be taken until 
November 20th.   If you have other ideas, please share them. 
 
COUNTRY STORE: YES…we will have CHEESE!  Has anyone been canning this year?  The 
sky is the limit for items in the store.  
 
SILENT AUCTION: No one knows what local stores and restaurants will donate this year, so 
we need donations from everyone! Let’s get creative!  Consider sharing your gifts and talents!   
If you like to cook or bake maybe you could donate a meal or dessert.   
How about the gift of time?  Sit or read to someone… Help plant a garden… Redecorate 
someone’s living space… Agree to shovel snow… 
 
BREAKFAST AND LUNCH: Jim and Susan Niro will offer up a small menu of great home 
cooked food. 
 
BAKED TABLE: Always a big hit!  You will be contacted closer to the fair to bake your favorite 
goodies… 
 
Note: NO MRS. CLAUS’ BLING THIS YEAR WE WILL BRING IT BACK SOON. 
 
That is the plan thus far. Please contact Barbara Moore 508-380-4899 with ideas. 

	

	


