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First United Methodist Church of Hudson 
34 Felton Street 
Hudson, MA 01749 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

April 2020 
Happy Easter! 

The Messenger 
News and Information for the First United Methodist Church, Hudson, MA 

April 2020 

Join us this Sunday! 
Current Schedule: 
10:45 Worship Service 
Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9:30am – 1:30pm 
Church Phone: 978-562-2932 
Email Church Office: 
bonnie@hudsonfumc.org 
Email Pastor Rosanne: 
pastor@hudsonfumc.org 
Web Page: www.hudsonfumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Staff Leaders 2020: 
 
Pastor:   Rosanne Roberts 
Music Director:  Lisa Schliker 
Organist:   Margarita Merriman 
Administrator:  Bonnie Elman 
Newsletter Editor:  Lisa Schliker 
Sexton:  Mario DiMare 
Nursery Care: Kerry Mason 
Lay Leader:   Ada Arenstrup 
TV Ministry:  Bob Collins 
   Rick Andrews 
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Just Think’n – Rosanne Roberts 
 
“I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together…”  OH YES WE ARE!  These 
days it’s a bit more challenging though, isn’t it? However, we are still the church, caring for one 
another, and for our community.  We, as the church, continue to be a beacon of hope, sharing 
the love and compassion we are called to give to one another.  In this time of need we have 

become a distribution center for those in need.  
Thanks to Stacey Hartford (this woman is really 
connected!), we have become a resource for those 
who want to help our community through their giving 
and volunteering as well as for those in need. Even 
Hudson Pubic Schools and the Police Department 
have joined us in this effort! 
 
We also support Kylee’s Kare Kits for Kids, by 
providing space to store and the use of Lamson Hall 
as a space to collate bags of food for children who 
are food insecure. 
 

We are also a community of faith and yes, it is a bit more challenging but it is also an 
opportunity for all of us.  We can each make it a point to check in with one another, a phone 
call, a note, an email or text.  The ways we stay connected says a lot about who we are, a 
church family.  And just like family even though we cannot be together we are connected 
through the love we share as the body of Christ. 
 
It’s in that love that we are reminded that we are not alone, that God is ever with us, we are 
loved.   
 
Here is a prayer in the Celtic tradition ‘The Encircling Prayer’ in your imagination draw a circle 
around yourself or a loved one. The prayer is a reminder that God’s circle surrounds us 
wherever we are. We always walk within God’s circle of love and protection. Wherever we are, 
God is with us, we are not alone. 
 

A CIRCLE OF LOVE AND PROTECTION 

Where can I go from your spirit? 
Or where can I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

If I take the wings of the morning 
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
and the light around me become night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is as bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light to you. (Psalm 139:7-12) 
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Your Continued Giving 
 

Now, more than ever, it’s important for each of us to continue giving to the mission and 
ministries of our church.  Yes, we still have the usual bills to pay, heat, electricity, and staff, 

etc., but during this time of Covid 19, with so many of our community in need.  We have also 
opened our building to support our community by handing out groceries to all who come to 

us in their need. 
You can either mail your offering to the church, drop it off at the office between 10:00 AM 

and 2:00 PM. 
 

PLEASE NOTE – although 
our Governor has not 
ordered people to stay 
home. The recommendation 
is to maintain a safe 
distance apart and only ten 

gathered together.  Our District 
Superintendent has echoed these 
recommendations and asked us not to gather 
for worship. 
 
We will continue with worship being live 
streamed on the churches Face Book page, 
First United Methodist Church of Hudson 
MA.  As of this writing we will forgo the Seder 
as well as Good Friday afternoon devotions.   
 

Easter Sunrise Service 
 
We are still hoping to have Easter Sunrise 
service at Tripps Pond at 6:00 AM, although 
Megan Stowe our District Superintendent 
has voiced her concerns, particularly 
regarding hugging!  In as much as it has 
been so long since we have been together.   
 

 

Girls Night Out 
(If restaurants are open) 

Friday, April 24th at 6:00 PM 
Horseshoe Pub 

29 South Street Hudson MA 
 

Friendship Dinner 
 
Saturday April 25th at 5:00 
PM – We hope! 

We are hoping to have the …      
                             Taco Bar 
             Youth Mission Fun-d Raiser 
                    Sunday, April 26th 
                     Following worship 
 
Your participation in this 
fund raiser helps to defray 
the cost ($250.00) for our 
youth, providing them a 
better opportunity to 
participate in the Mission 
Trip to Down East Maine.  
Your support and generosity is appreciated! 
 

Tithing Our Tax Returns 
 
Some of us are 
fortunate enough to 
receive a refund on 
our tax returns, either 
State or Federal.  The 
Finance Committee is encouraging you to 
prayerfully consider offering 10% of your 
return to the church. 
 
Simply write ‘tax return’ on the memo portion 
of your check! 
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April Anniversaries 
  
1        Joan & John Vincent 
19        John & Bonnie DeRusha 
 

 
----- 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS (or Crochet-ers) 
We are hoping to have red shawls measuring 
about 2’ X 4” available to folks for Sunday, 
May 31st in celebration of Pentecost.  If you 
would like a pattern, please call the church 
office at 978-562-2932. 
 

----- 
 
PLANNING AHEAD 
SAVE THE DATE - Mother’s Day Tea – 
Saturday, May 9th 
 

April Birthdays 
  
1          April Crouch 
2          Sally Wilkinson 
2          Leia Owen                  
6          Joan Wilkinson 
6          Chuck Appel  
9          Alan Peterson  
9          Hannah Siktberg                                
10        Brian Bradley   
11        Corey Rich  
14        Paul Butcher 
15        Carol Stacey 
15        Kevin Dunnell 
17        Audrey Burney 
22        Dennis Gour 
22        Barbara Siktberg 
22        Richard Hartford 
24        Cliff Roberts 
25        Becky Berube 
27        Jillian Bradley 
29        Justin Brown  
29        Katie Ickes                                                                  
30        Shawna Jean Sniffin                           

 
 
Joys and Concerns through March 
 
-  We pray for Deb’s sister in law and friends confined in Peru, and for all in a foreign country 
unable to return home. 
-  For Chris who is voluntarily under quarantine 
-  We pray for Laurie’s son Justin, scheduled to graduate from boot camp and is now 
quarantined until at least mid-May. 
-  From Ada:  for the family and friends of Dave who passed away suddenly. 
-  For Becky and Bob who continues to recover from a stroke. 
-  For Doug’s brother Franklin healing from a heart attack. 
-  For Michael’s transfer and Dawn who found a job. 
-  For the family and friends of Ed 
-  For Christopher dealing with the reoccurrence of cancer 
-  For recovery for Greg 
-  For Pat in ICU with a lung infection 
-  For the healing of Kathrene 
-  For those who are struggling with anxiety and depression 
-  For the pastor God is calling to serve this church 
-  World Peace 
-  Healing for those with anxiety, addiction, depression and other difficult concerns.  
-  For our country, its leaders and our church. 
 

	

	

	

 
	


