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First United Methodist Church of Hudson 
34 Felton Street 
Hudson, MA 01749 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

March 2020 
Happy Spring! 

The Messenger 
News and Information for the First United Methodist Church, Hudson, MA 

March 2020 

Join us this Sunday! 
Current Schedule: 
10:45 Worship Service 
Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9:30am – 1:30pm 
Church Phone: 978-562-2932 
Email Church Office: 
bonnie@hudsonfumc.org 
Email Pastor Rosanne: 
pastor@hudsonfumc.org 
Web Page: www.hudsonfumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Staff Leaders 2020: 
 
Pastor:   Rosanne Roberts 
Music Director:  Lisa Schliker 
Organist:   Margarita Merriman 
Administrator:  Bonnie Elman 
Newsletter Editor:  Lisa Schliker 
Sexton:  Mario DiMare 
Nursery Care: Kerry Mason 
Lay Leader:   Ada Arenstrup 
TV Ministry:  Bob Collins 
   Rick Andrews 
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Special announcement: 
 
Dear Friends, 
The United Methodist Church has been in conversation over the past few years about the 
restrictive language in the Book of Discipline as it relates to our LGBTQ+ siblings relationship 
within the church. 
 
If you would like to be a part of the conversation there will be a meeting on Saturday, March 
14, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon at Carter Memorial UMC, 800 Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 
02494   
Here is a letter received this week that we have been asked to share with our congregations. 
February 17, 2020  
 
 
To: New England United Methodists   
From: The Open Spirit Task Force (OSTF)  
 
Beloved in Christ,  
Embracing the boundless love that Jesus offers to all without limitation, we write to you as 
siblings of the United Methodist family. We have been tasked by the New England Annual 
Conference of 2019 to present recommendations to its June 2020 session regarding the future 
of United Methodism in New England.  
 
Our mandate responds to the recent special session of the General Conference, United 
Methodism’s highest legislative body that significantly increased penalties for clergy who 
violate prohibitions against marriage and ordination for those in same-sex partnerships, further 
excluding LGBTQ+ persons from the life and ministry of our Church. Our Annual Conference 
has a long history of resisting such prohibitions, including a Declaration of Non-Compliance 
passed in 2016 and overwhelmingly reaffirmed in 2019. Many individuals, churches and other 
annual conferences have joined New England by declaring that they cannot, in good 
conscience, comply with the new provisions.  
 
The General Conference, comprised of clergy and lay delegates elected from their Annual 
Conference, will gather once again in May and will consider how to respond to this crisis and 
where to go as a denomination. Many paths have been proposed for consideration by the 
delegates, ranging from maintaining the status quo to replacing the United Methodist Church 
with new denominations in accordance with theological perspectives. No one can yet be sure 
how the 862 delegates will vote in May.  
 
In preparation, the Open Spirit Task Force is pursuing our mandate* to determine “whether 
and how United Methodists of New England might align with, create, or form a new church 
body in the Methodist tradition (independently or in collaboration with others).” In prayerful 
discernment and led by Jesus’ commandment to love one another, we have been attending to 
this task since last summer. We seek to establish what is essential to our identity as 
Methodists in New England and what the feasible options are for structuring ourselves moving 
forward.  
 
We have felt the Spirit moving through our work in powerful ways. If the General Conference 
fails to provide an acceptable way to become what God calls us to be, the OSTF and the 
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elected delegates have discerned that the New England Annual Conference must be prepared 
to move forward in a way of our own choosing in response to God’s call to grow into the 
liberating movement emerging within Methodism.  
 
In dialogue with the New England Annual Conference’s delegates to the General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences, the Open Spirit Task Force has established three requirements 
that we believe must be met if we are to remain faithful:  

• Eliminate discrimination of all kinds and the harm such discrimination causes.  
• Leave room for emerging expressions of Methodism that actively work for full liberation 

of all people to flourish within the Church or in other new structures.  
• Allow those whose beliefs are firmly aligned with the restrictive language related to 

LGBTQ+ persons in the Book of Discipline to exit the denomination, if they wish, 
through a fair, just and loving process.  

 
As previous actions of the New England Annual Conference demonstrate, we are committed to 
safeguarding the sacred worth and dignity of all persons in our churches and communities, 
including those who identify as LGBTQ+ persons. We continue to listen for the Word that God 
is speaking to us in these challenging times. It is essential that we continue to grow in our 
understanding of where New England United Methodists find ourselves today and to maintain 
dialogue with one another: To that end: 

• We invite you to engage in respectful and purposeful conversation with one another 
following today’s (or next week’s) worship service. Along with this letter, we are sending 
materials that will help facilitate these important dialogues.  

• Another opportunity for the sharing of questions and ideas will be through meetings in 
each district at which members from the Open Spirit Task Force share information 
about the work we are doing, as well as seek your input and discuss options that have 
been proposed. The District Meeting for this congregation will be, Central 
Massachusetts District meeting is scheduled for Saturday, March 14, 10:00 am to 12:00 
noon at Carter Memorial UMC, 800 Highland Avenue, Needham, MA.  

 
Our goals for these conversations are to provide you with accurate information about the 
options before the United Methodist Church, to enable us to listen deeply and respectfully to 
one another about these important questions, and to hear what is important to you to enable 
our work on your behalf. At the June 2020 New England Annual Conference, we will have 
unprecedented choices before us. We urge you to fully participate in learning, dialogue and 
prayerful discernment.  
 
Please know that we will be holding you in prayer as together we seek to discern the ways in 
which God is leading the New England Conference into a new day in the life of our Church.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
Adama Brown-Hathaway and Hope Luckie,  
Co-Chairs, Open Spirit Task Force  
 
*Open Spirit Task Force mandate is from the Resolution adopted by the New England Annual 
Conference in June 2019 
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Just Think’n – Rosanne Roberts 
 
This is from one of my favorite Blogs ‘Salt Project’.  Written by Rev. Holly McKissick.  Thought 
you might find it thought provoking as well.  May it be a blessing to you in this Lenten season. 
      
RESIST -It’s an active word.  It takes practice, effort.  I heard the command over and over in 
my daughter’s ballet class.  After a pirouette, the teacher would call out: “Pause... hold... 
RESIST.” 
 
After a delay, a hanging in the air, the dancers would place their 
heel gently on the floor and come to a rest.  Every turn, every 
lunge, every grand plie was followed by that same instruction: 
“Pause... hold... RESIST.”   
 
Resist the pull of gravity for just a second.   
Resist the urge to land where you normally land.  
Resist.  It’s a command that runs through scripture, from the midwives who resisted Pharaoh 
to Jesus who resisted temptation.  
 
It’s a helpful word for Lent, which begins today.  Resist your typical response. Resist yelling at 
the kids when you are frustrated.  Resist withdrawing when you are depressed and eating 
when you are stressed.  
 
The season of Lent asks:  What do you need to resist?  Consumption?  Taking on too much?  
Being too hard on yourself?  Hopelessness?  Apathy?  Turning a blind eye to the violence in 
Syria and Venezuela?  
Resist.  It takes forty days, and then some.   
 
In the 1700s, Marie Durand was imprisoned in France in the Tower of Constance for thirty-
eight years for practicing her faith.  During her long imprisonment, she used her finger to carve 
the French word “resiste” into a stone block.  
 
It takes a long time to carve stone with your finger.  So it is with Lent.  
 
If our goal is to be different people come Easter Sunday than we are on Ash Wednesday, we 
must take time, step back, and evaluate our patterns.  It will take active effort, intentional 
practice, and a supportive community.  
If you want to land somewhere different?  
Pause... hold... RESIST.  

	
 

Daylight Saving Time begins 
Sunday, March 8th 

Spring forward! 
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M. O. O. (Mission, Opportunity, and Outreach) 
Missional Giving Opportunity for March 

Bridges to Malawi 
 

March’s Missional Giving will be to benefit Bridges to Malawi. Our 
own Dr. Brian Lisse administers this important non-profit 
organization.  Brian has spent over 10 years traveling to Malawi, a 
poverty-stricken country located in southeast Africa. He established 
this program to help improve the lives of the people of Malawi who 
are suffering from sickness, disease and famine. 
Brian, along with a group of medical students and other healthcare 
providers, make an annual trip to Malawi. There, they provide 
medical care and medical knowledge to improve the health and 
well-being of the Malawi community and so much more. The 

organization and its team have helped to fight malnutrition and famine, increase family 
incomes, with the gifts of livestock and seeds, as well as other life sustaining initiatives, 
including protect the people of Malawi from malaria.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and generosity in support of this international effort, to help 
the people of Malawi.  Envelopes will be available in the pews. 
 

2020 Pledges 
Have you had a chance to complete a pledge 
form in support of your church’s ministries?  
This year’s goal for pledges is $138,000.00, 
however we currently stand at $94,390.00 in 
pledged giving.  It’s not about keeping the 
heat on, or the electric bill.  Your pledge is 
important in support of the ministries of your 
church. 
 
So many give generously to the church, but 
have not completed a pledge form, and your 
filling out a form would be so very helpful. 

	

Tithing Our Tax Returns 
 
Some of us are 
fortunate enough to 
receive a refund on 
our tax returns, either 
State or Federal.  The 
Finance Committee is encouraging you to 
prayerfully consider offering 10% of your 
return to the church. 
 
Simply write ‘tax return’ on the memo portion 
of your check! 

Lenten Bible Study and Soup Luncheon 
Beginning Wednesday, March 4th at Noon 

 
Luncheon Bible Study Lent is almost here and once again we are offering a 5-week Lenten 
Luncheon Bible Study beginning on Wed, March 4th in Lamson Hall.  We will watch a short 

video by Max Lucado, entitled “He Chose the Nails.” Followed by a verbal study.   
The Sessions titles are: 

He Chose to Be One - He Chose to Forgive Us - He Chose to Invite Us into His Presence - 
He Chose to Love Us - He Chose to Give Us Victory 

 
The lunch will consist of Soup, Bread, and a beverage.  All are welcome.  The time is 12 – 
1pm.  Please contact Barbara Robinson via e-mail: deaconbarb2012@gmail.com  or via 

phone at: 928-710-0479. 
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March Birthdays 
4 Adam Krasinski 
5 Brianna Hannon     
6 Janice Owen 
6 Frances Wolfe 
7 Beth Bumbarger 
8 Jayne Beairsto 
9 Kristin Hartford      
10 Christopher Jordan 
10 Brody O’Leary   
11 Karen Wetherell 
15 Brian Bradley 
15 Rosanne Roberts 
16 Melissa Sniffin 
17 Jocelyne Durrenberger 
21 Kay Johnson     
23 Deb O’Malley 
24 Meaghan Scerra 
28 Becky Millbury (nee Kauffman)  
 
March Anniversaries 
31 Cliff & Rosanne Roberts 
	

Calling All Knitters Or Crochet-ers 
 
We are hoping to have red shawls measuring 

about 2’ X 4” available to folks for Sunday, 
May 31st in celebration of Pentecost.  If you 
would like a pattern, please call the church 

office at 978-562-2932. 
-------- 

 
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 

Saturday, March 7th at 5:00 PM 
To benefit 

Bridges to Malawi 
 

Cost is $10.00 per person and 
$35.00 per family of four 

 

 

U.M.C.O.R. Sunday 
March 29th 
 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
brings desperately needed life sustaining 
supplies to areas of the world dealing with all 
sorts of disasters. 
UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer 
from natural or human-caused disasters - be 
it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other 
events—to alleviate suffering and to be a 
source of help and hope for those left most 
vulnerable. We provide relief, response and 
long-term recovery grants when these events 
overwhelm a community’s ability to recover 
on their own. UMCOR also provides 
technical support and training for partners to 
address emerging and ongoing issues 
related to disaster relief, recovery, and long-
term health and development. 
Your	gift	to	UMCOR	on	Sunday,	March	
29th	will	make	a	real	difference	in	

people’s	lives	
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Joys and Concerns through February: 
 
-  for those mourning the loss of Charlotte Williams. 
-  for the Lyons family. 
-  for the Pastor God is calling to our church.  
-  Diana; heartfelt thanks to all who helped with our Friendship dinner. 
-  Elaine; for a new job. 
-  for Ian, Blake and Kevin. 
-  for successful surgeries for several individuals. 
-  for Denise and family; dad suffered a stroke. 
-  for John and his family. 
-  healing prayers for Sara Ewing-Merrill 
-  Jennifer; mourning her dad’s passing. 
-  for Val's mom and dad. 
-  for Charles DeFelice and his wife Debbie as Charles fights his cancer. 
-  Doug Wolfe's brother, Franklin. 
-  Pam; mourning the death of her Uncle Frank. 
-  The Robinson's; continued prayers for Andrew's choices. 
-  Deb; for safe travels for her daughter Becky. 
-  For all people suffering from the effects of natural disasters. 
-  Peace from all the chaos in the world. 
-  Healing for those with anxiety, addiction, depression and other difficult concerns.  
-  For our country, its leaders and our church. 
	
Newsletter Article Deadline 
 
Would you like to submit an article for the 
April FUMC Newsletter?  Please send your 
article to me by Monday, March 23 by 5:00 
pm. 
 
Lisa Schliker  
Newsletter editor 
lpattonvb@yahoo.com 
	
	

Friendship Dinner 
March 28th at 5:00 PM 

Calling all Youth Singers! 
 
On Palm Sunday (April 5), the Chancel Choir 
will be performing a special piece that calls 
for a youth choir.  I would like to invite all 
youth (3 grade+) to join me in a few 
rehearsals leading up to Palm Sunday to 
prepare this piece.  Rehearsals will take 
place Sunday, March 16, 23, and 30 
immediately after church services (after 
Communion) in the sanctuary. 
 
I will have a sign-up sheet at the next few 
services or parents of interested youth can e-
mail me at: lpattonvb@yahoo.com 
 
Lisa Schliker – Music Director 

	 	
February’s Girl’s Night Out 

March 20th – 6:00 PM 
Horseshoe Pub 29 South Street Hudson MA 

 

	

	


