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First United Methodist Church of Hudson 
34 Felton Street 
Hudson, MA 01749 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

January 2020 
Happy New Year! 

The Messenger 
News and Information for the First United Methodist Church, Hudson, MA 

January 2020 

Join us this Sunday! 
Current Schedule: 
10:45 Worship Service 
Office Hours: Mon – Fri, 9:30am – 1:30pm 
Church Phone: 978-562-2932 
Email Church Office: 
bonnie@hudsonfumc.org 
Email Pastor Rosanne: 
pastor@hudsonfumc.org 
Web Page: www.hudsonfumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Staff Leaders 2020: 
 
Pastor:   Rosanne Roberts 
Music Director:  Lisa Schliker 
Organist:   Margarita Merriman 
Administrator:  Bonnie Elman 
Newsletter Editor:  Lisa Schliker 
Sexton:  Mario DiMare 
Nursery Care: Kerry Mason 
Lay Leader:   Ada Arenstrup 
TV Ministry:  Bob Collins 
   Rick Andrews 
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Just Think’n – Rosanne Roberts 
	

The Christmas carols are still playing in our hearts and in our 
heads, and we are celebrating Epiphany Sunday on January 5TH.  
But the rest of the world has moved on, and believe it or not many 
of the merchants have already moved onto the next celebration.  I 
can’t help but wonder what happened to the celebration of 12 Days 
of Christmas, which is December 26th through January 6th.  
Traditionally, many Orthodox Christians celebrate this day, January 
6th, with great exuberance for this is also known as ‘Little 
Christmas’ the day we remember the Magi, also referred to as the 
wise ones, visit to Jesus following a long journey from the east.  
Bringing the child gifts of gold, frankincense, and Myrrh.      
 
All three of these gifts are symbolic of the life of Christ Jesus. These three gifts are explicitly 
identified in Matthew: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Many different theories of the meaning 
and symbolism of the gifts have been brought forward. While gold is fairly obviously explained, 
frankincense, and particularly myrrh, are much more obscure. The theories generally break 
down into two groups: 

1. All three gifts are ordinary offerings and gifts given to a king. Myrrh being commonly 
used as an anointing oil, frankincense as a perfume, and gold as well, yes, valuable. 
2. The three gifts had another, perhaps a spiritual meaning: gold as a symbol of 
kingship on earth, frankincense (an incense) as a symbol of deity, and myrrh (an 
embalming oil) as a symbol of death. 

This story is only mentioned in the Gospel of Matthew 2:1-12, and was in all probability 
influenced by an Iranian legend concerning magi and a star, which was connected with 
Persian beliefs in the rise of a star predicting the birth of a ruler and with myths describing the 
manifestation of a divine figure in fire and light.   
 
So, in recognition of the twelve days of Christmas leave up your Nativity and take the 
opportunity to spiritually wonder and wander with the wise ones. 
 
That being said, I for one will continue to celebrate this visit of the wise ones to Jesus.  This 
story offers for us an example of giving the very best of what we have and who we are in the 
name of Christ Jesus, and so the giving continues.  It is my prayer that our church and church 
family will continue to be blessed in the New Year by God’s grace and ever abiding love. 
Amen. 
 
Parsonage Holiday Open House 
Sunday, January 5th, 2020   
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM  
8 Laurel Drive, Hudson 
All are welcome to join 
Rosanne and Cliff to gather in 
celebration of this blessed 
season of joy, hope, peace, 
and love! 

Winter Worship 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The church will 
joyfully come together for 
worship each Sunday, unless a 
state of emergency is declared.  

However, please use your own discretion, and 
be safe. 
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Thank you! 
 
Brian Liesse would like to thank the church for our 
recent donation of $646 towards Bridges To 
Malawi.  
 

The best Christmas ever! 
 
A real heart felt 
THANK YOU to all 
who participated in 
offering gifts from the 
Giving Tree!   
 
There were well over 
70 gift tags!   
We are blessed with 
an amazingly 
generous church 
family!  
 
You have made a real difference in 
children’s lives. 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you!  My heart is filled with gratitude for 
your most generous Christmas gift!  You bless 
my life in so many ways, and I am so very 
grateful for the many gifts you share and I am 
deeply blessed! 
 
Deep blessings and much love, 
Pastor Rosanne 

----- 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your thoughtful Christmas gift.  It 
is much appreciated!     
 
Warm Regards, 
Lisa Schliker - Music Director 

 
Bible Study 

 
Wednesday morning Bible Study will resume on January 8th at 10 am.  We will start the 
new year with a guest leader, Kevin Holochwost.  He is a physicist, a mathematician and a 
retired professor now working in biomedical engineering.  He is a former atheist who has 
converted to Christianity.  He will be approaching the topic of atheism from his own personal 
experiences.  His topic will include general atheistic held beliefs and understanding important 
key points for when one should and should not argue with a non-believer.  He will also talk 

about the definition of Christianity, specifically in light of how that 
impacts speaking to an unbeliever.  His last topic will include the 
relationship between religion and science.  Kevin is well versed 
in Biblical knowledge and will offer a great insight of what it 
means to be a Christian.   
 
This study is open to all those interested in the topic.  It is 
expected that this discussion will last approximately two weeks 
depending upon questions asked.  Please bring your Bible. 
 

Following Kevin’s topic, the weekly study will resume with a four-week discussion on the 
book, “Dinner with a Perfect Stranger” by David Gregory.  There will a small fee for the book.   
 
For more information, contact Deacon Barbara Robinson at 928-710-0479, 

 
Please join us ---- all are welcome to attend --- coffee is always on…. 
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Membership 
 
Have you thought about 'officially' 
becoming a member of this church family 
at FUMC?   
Please speak with Pastor 
Rosanne.   
You can send an email: 
pastorrlr@gmail.com or 
pastor@hudsonfumc.org  
You can also call the church 
at: 978-562-2932 

Newsletter Article Deadline 
 
Would you like to submit an article for the 
February FUMC Newsletter?  Please send your 
article to me by Monday, January 27 by 5:00 
pm. 
 
Lisa Schliker  
Newsletter editor 
lpattonvb@yahoo.com 

January Birthdays 
4          Dave James 
5          Patricia Gigliotti 
6          Kevin O’Leary          
8          Cheryl Monaghan 
9          Carol Lazzaro 
10        Melissa Cronin                        
11        Caitlin McGowan                    
12        Alexis DaCunha                    
12        Debbie Lowe 
13        Tom Barry     
13        Connor Robert Lambert      
15        Ernest Sahlin 
16        David Gigliotti                      
16        Brittany Scerra 
17        Karen Mayo 
18        Leyalyn Jisun Grenfell-Lee 
20        Dennis Sherman  
24        Brad Connor                         
25        Doug Wolfe 
25        George Austin 
26        Christine Crue 
28        Mary Collins 
31        Vicki Peterson 

January Anniversaries 
4          Steve & Ada Arenstrup 
8          Skip & Karen Wetherell 
11        Rick & Diana Andrews 
24        Steve & Bonnie Elman 
29        Ken and Cookie Lizotte 
 
 

 

 
Joys and Concerns through December  
Peace for a gentleman who tried to take his life recently. 
For Valerie and others to get through this holiday season. 
Bob S.; thanks for prayers for his dad who has been released from the hospital. 
For Diane; facing cancer surgery. 
For Allen Peterson; for peace, comfort and healing. 
Susan’s brother Wes; recovering from shoulder surgery. 
For all people suffering from the effects of natural disasters. 
Peace from all the chaos in the world. 
Healing for those with anxiety, addiction, depression and other difficult concerns. 
For our country, its leaders and our church. 

	
	

	


