
Welcome and Announcements
Centering Words:

Even in the midst of our Good Friday grief, a sparrow sings in the garden, heralding the 
morning, as sunlight kisses the dewy grass.

Call to Worship:

Shout for joy.
The tomb is empty.

Clap your hands.
Death is cheated.

Dance and sing.
Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed.

Opening Prayer:

God of mystery and might,
     your wondrous love
          always seems to catch us off guard.
We come to the tomb
     looking for death,
          but find life instead.
As we behold the glory of our salvation,
     take us back to that moment of discovery—
          when grief and loss gave way
               to a glimmer of hope.
Before we shout our alleluias,
     remind us of the moment
          when despair was transported
               into glimpses of new possibilities.
In the holy awe of Easter morning,
     we take a moment of silent gratitude
          that Christ calls each of us by name.
(Moment of silence.)
Shout it from the mountaintop:
     Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Christ is risen indeed.

Hymn: #302 – Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (Song sheet)

Children’s Message:
Kim Sprattley



Prayer of Confession:

Receive our lament, Lord of Life,
     for during your final days,
          we turned away from you,
              even after you shared table with us,
                    offering us the bread of heaven
                         and the cup of salvation;
      and in your hour of greatest need,
          we fell asleep while you prayed in the garden,
               even after you urged us to keep the faith
                    to avoid the time of trial.
But we are here now, dearest friend,
     remembering what it cost you
          to know the joy we feel today.
May our lives reflect
     the depth of our gratitude
     to be known as your disciples. Amen.

Words of Assurance:

The one who raised Jesus from the dead,
     offers us life and forgiveness of sin.

Rejoice in Christ our savior,
     whose resurrection brings us life.

Scripture:

Matthew 28:1-10

Message:

Tithes and Offerings:

There are still needs that we are committed to handling as a local congregation and 
encourage you all to send in your offering to the church’s P.O Boxes.

BECKER UMC:
P.O. BOX 92
KEMP, TEXAS 75143

FIRST UMC – KEMP:
P.O. BOX 327
KEMP, TEXAS 75143



Pastoral Prayer:

Please submit the first name only in the comments. The church will follow up and get 
the full name later this week. Can also notify us using the “Contact Us:” form on the 
website. Or email me directly to pastordavid@att.net.

We will say “Lord, Hear our Prayer.” As people post names.

Service of Holy Communion:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey,
and set before us the way of life.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
By your great mercy we have been born anew
to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead
and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.
Once we were no people, but now we are your people,
declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,
who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.



On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

On the day you raised him from the dead
he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread,
and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued
in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer:

Giving the Bread and Cup:

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, 



To give ourselves to other, in the name of Jesus Chrost our Lord. Amen.

Hymn: #310 – He Lives (Song sheet)

Dismissal: 

Go forth in peace.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
And the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit
Be with you all.

Amen. 


