
November 2021  

When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." So, they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. Luke 2:15-18 

 
Seriously…It is not 
even Thanksgiving and 
I am already thinking 
about Christmas. 
That is not very hard 
to believe if you think 
about it. The weeks 
leading up to the cele-
bration of Jesus birth 
are called “Advent” 
and they are part of the 
Christian year that 
helps us to “prepare” 
for that special cele-
bration. In order to 

prepare, I have to be thinking about prepara-
tions. And as your pastor I am doing this while 
we are in the midst of our annual stewardship 
campaign and as we are preparing to celebrate 
our church’s 150th anniversary. 

Needless to say, there is a lot on my 
mind that is affecting these preparations. 

First, we will be celebrating the season 
of Advent as a time to “Journey Home.” The 
birth of Jesus is a reminder to us all that our 
true home is found in the presence of God. Just 
as the shepherds were humbled by God’s call to 
see the world’s salvation, I have experienced 
the presence as well. Through all that this world 
throws at us, we will be on the “Journey Home” 
with hope, peace, joy, and love, as only God 
can provide them. 

Secondly, I have been affected by the 
reading we have done for our stewardship pro-
gram this year. Although the book “shiny gods” 
was not about Christmas, the author mentioned 
on several occasions that his church learned to 
celebrate Christmas in a new way. They put 

aside most of their gift giving to one another 
and instead focused on giving to those whom 
Jesus wanted to be with the most – the least, the 
last, and the lost. Perhaps this year, as we Jour-
ney Home, we can change the way we celebrate 
Christmas just enough to make a special sacrifi-
cial gift to the work of our Church this year – it 
will go a long way to helping us meeting our 
missional giving through the Annual Confer-
ence apportionments.  

Yes. I am doing a lot of preparation. I 
am also inviting you to join me in that by think-
ing now about what you can do to make our 
“Journey Home” special this year. 

Happy Thanksgiving and may you 
have a blessed time preparing for Jesus’ birth-
day this year. 

 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Scott 
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     Thanks to all our singers and instrumen-
talists who have enriched our worship ser-
vices over the past several months. It is truly 
a blessing to have so many gifted musicians 
who are willing to share their time and tal-
ents with First UMC. Please make a special 

effort to thank all these people and let them know how much you 
appreciate their gifts. 
 
In November we can look forward to many special solos, quar-
tets, and anthems by both choirs. Sunday, Nov. 21st (the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving) will be extra special with lots of music by 
choirs, organ AND Lincoln Brass.   

 
     Did you know that BOTH the Children’s 
Choir AND Sanctuary Choir are busy re-
hearsing musicals for the Christmas Season? 
We’re very excited to be offering these 2 
special programs early in December. Here 
are some details, so you can mark your     

holiday calendars now: 
 
     The Children’s musical is called THE CHRISTMAS EX-
PRESS and takes place on a train! You can “get on board” 
Wednesday evening, Dec 8th at 6 pm in Grubb Fellowship Hall. 
As usual, the children will be showing us the true meaning of 
Christmas, via singing, dancing, & dialogue. They’ll be aided 
by a couple of adult thespians: Scott Anderson & Bert Fulks. 
(The children are working with the adults to try to get them up 
to speed). A love offering will be taken to benefit local needs. 
 
Children's Choir Schedule Info: 
Wednesdays Nov 10, Nov 17, Dec 1st:  5:45 - 7:15  (we are start-
ing 15 minutes earlier than usual AND finishing 30 minutes later 
than usual, in order to work on the Christmas musical. 

Children sing for church Sunday, Nov 21 and Dec 5th 
 
Christmas Express Dress/Tech rehearsal -Sunday, Dec 5th, after 
church until 2:00.   
Pizza will be served by church hostess with the mostest, Susan 
Nickels for a small fee.   
 
     The Sanctuary Choir will be presenting a MUSICAL/
DESSERT THEATER just a few days AFTER the children on 
Sunday afternoon, Dec 12 at 3pm, also in Grubb Fellowship 
Hall. They will be taking us back to the 2nd World War era by 
presenting a dramatic musical entitled “A 1940’s Christmas 
Homecoming.” This musical features our Sanctuary Choir as a 
USO Troupe of Entertainers, along with actors/singers Hillary 
Herold (our church administrative assistant), Scott Jarrell, The 
Rev. Scott Sears, The Rev. Steve Hensley, Jim Adkins, Charlee 
& Drew Adkins. Our audience will be treated to a fabulous ar-
ray of yummy desserts to enjoy during the show. A love offering 
to benefit the music department will be taken. 
 
     As always, we welcome new singers to our choirs at any time. 
If you (or someone you know) is a singer and would like to join 
these wonderful people who share their time and talents so self-
lessly, please know that we are a welcoming, non-judgmental 
group of people and there’s always room for more! 

Christmas Music Programs at a Glance 
 

Children’s Musical: The Christmas Express 
 Wednesday, December 8 
 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 
Adult Musical: A 1940’s Christmas Homecoming  
 Sunday, December 12 
 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

  

150th Anniversary Celebration 
 

During the time of March 2022 through the end of February in 
2023, First UMC, Huntington will be celebrating its sesquicen-

tennial. We are taking a whole year to celebrate since this is 
milestone that many never reach. 

Much of our celebration will focus on reaching out to the com-
munity in compassionate ways as we look back on the history 

of a community of faith with deep roots in the area.  
     As we move into the Advent Season prior to this 150th year 
anniversary, be thinking about “Acts of Compassion” that we 
can be doing as individual members and as a community of 

faith for those who are not a member of the faith community! 

Thanksgiving Dinner for the Recovery Community 
 

First UMC will be hosting a Thanksgiving Dinner for those recover-
ing from substance abuse disorder in the Lifehouse community. We 
will be serving this dinner on November 24 at 1 pm and 4 pm in our 

Fellowship Hall with different groups from Lifehouse attending 
each meal and will be feeding a total of 150 people. We will need 
LOTS of compassionate workers for the kitchen and for serving. 

You can sign up to help on the sheet on the kitchen door or by call-
ing Susan Nickels at (304)634-9805. We are also welcoming dona-

tions of food or funds for this act of compassion. 

If you have a story to tell about First United Methodist Church, we want to talk to you. An updated history of the church is being 
produced as part of the 150th anniversary celebration. We are taking names now and hope to start interviews soon. Send your 

name and phone or email to Fran Allred franallred@gmail.com or call (304) 634-3071.  

mailto:franallred@gmail.com


“If you were inviting someone to our 
church, how would you describe the     

experience they might have? Describe it 
with a sensory experience in mind       

including as many of the five senses as 
possible.” 

Dear FUMC Congregation, 
 
I thank you so very much for 
providing me a way to get food 
while I was sick with COVID. It is 
very much appreciated. 
 
Love,  
Sandee Folsom 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

It is time for our annual Cookie Walk. On Sunday,      
December 5, immediately after morning worship, you will 

have the opportunity to stock up on yummy Christmas 
cookies and other goodies. 

 
We need your help to make this event a success! 

 
If we have lots of volunteer cookie bakers, it is very little 

work for all. 
 

So, all you good cooks out there, dig out your favorite 
holiday recipes and bake up a 6-dozen batch of goodies. 
Then, bring them on the 5th, pick up an empty box, fill it 
with a wide variety of everybody else’s cookies. After 

you fill your box, the box is weighed and you pay $7.00 a 
pound. All proceeds go to the Missions with women, chil-

dren, and youth of United Methodist Women. 
  

As a child, I remember the excite-
ment of being part of the Christmas 
Story, from wearing pajamas one 
year to working the lights for the 

origami figures another. My favor-
ite part is the lighting of the candles 
at the end of the service, as we pass 
the flame and spirit of Christ along 

the church family, the sanctuary 
glowing in the candle light. I make 
my way back to the East side of the 
building passing down the halls that 
I have traveled as a child and now 
as an adult, enjoying the sensations 

of First Church. 

When you walk into the church you can 
just see the love in everyone and be-
tween everyone and the love of Jesus 
through the actions and words of the 

people in the building. The sound of the 
church is so wonderful, children laugh-
ing, people talking, singing, and musical 

instruments; to me it is so amazing to 
see all the things the children of the Lord 

can do. 

Aside from the sensory details 
and tangible aspects that our 

church has to offer, the sermons 
that are given will always some-
how uniquely relate to something 

that you need to hear that day, 
week or month. Although the 

seats are filled with individuals 
from all walks of life who are 

experiencing different things, it 
always seems as if our Pastor is 

speaking directly to you. 

There are beautiful stained glass 
windows depicting different parts 
of Jesus’ life. You see the candles 

being lit and everyone getting 
settled in to begin worship. Your 

ears are soon filled with the 
sounds of a hymn. Your hands 

hold the hymnal as you frantically 
turn the pages trying to find the 
right number. Soon you find it 

and you hear your voice sing out 
the words. 

Church is known to many as a 
Holy place where the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit come into 
one. It is also known as a place 

where you can pray for your sins 
and ask for forgiveness. However, 
my church is much more than that. 

My church is a place where you 
can give yourself a break and take 

some deep breaths. It is a place 
where you can admit the things 
you have done wrong, while ac-
knowledging that some of the 
events in your life are not your 

fault whatsoever. Best of all, my 
church is a place worth visiting. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

In Our Thoughts and 

Prayers 

Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough to look backward 
and be thankful; courage enough to look forward and be 
hopeful; faith enough to look upward and be humble; kind-
ness enough to look outward and be helpful.  Together let 
us pray... 
 

For those who are sick or homebound… 
 
Marlene Sheets, Kathy Roberts Copley, Jon Bradley, Jack Patrick, 
Jane McColgan, Joyce Ray, Those suffering from COVID-19, 
Caretakers, Debbie Conley, Nancy Palmer, Merlin Bush, Carolyn 
and Michael Waggoner, Jay and Susan Porter's daughter, Merlin 
Bush 

96 RAVIOLI  

All Saints Day will be celebrated on November 7. 
During our worship services we remember these 

saints of Christ’s love who joined the church  
triumphant during the past year. We appreciate and  

celebrate their lives! 



The Youth is Going to  
Columbus! 

 
February 18th Hillsong United and 

Chris Tomlin are coming to Colum-
bus. We are getting numbers together 
to purchase tickets. We need to know 
if you are interested ASAP tickets are 

already on sale and we will be       
purchasing the tickets no later than 

November 3rd 

November 3rd there will be a 
gathering in the Panel Room 

at 5:30 about our children and 
youth ministry. Please add 
this to your calendar as we 

have many things to discuss. I 
am excited to see you there. 

Escape Room 
 

The youth are going to the escape 
room in November. If your youth 
are interested please let Schauna 
know by November 5th. Cost is 

$25 

Tis the Season 
 

Youth Christmas Party is at 
Schauna’s House on December 
3rd from 6-8pm. Bring a gift that 

is no more than $10 and let’s 
have some fun! 

Youth Fall Workshop 
 

Fall Workshop launches on No-
vember 19th and will be focusing 

on Spiritual Gifts. This will follow 
up as a small group session via 
zoom in January and then an in 
person gathering in the Spring. 
This is a great way to find out 

ways you can grow in your faith. 

Calling All Youth! 

Our Conference Council of 
Youth Ministry is searching for 

new members. If you are a 
youth that is interested in lead-
ing and helping plan different 

events for our youth in the West 
Virginia Conference please see 
Schauna for more information. 



WE GATHER TOGETHER TO ASK THE LORD’S BLESSING 
 

Those familiar words seem foreign after over two years of COVID. Just as we thought a happy end-
ing was at hand, the Delta variety smacked us in the face. We are now looking  at” Christmas”- or at 
least the gifts for Christmas- stuck on ships off California. Is” Christmas” really on those ships? NO, 
it is right where it should be-tucked in our hearts waiting to fill the air with joy. This is certainly the 
year to buy locally, make gifts, make phone calls and write letters, and to GIVE  our time, a smile, 
or our money to charities which are overwhelmed by this economy and health challenges. To that 

end, your Mission Committee offer these suggestions. 

SHOEBOXES FOR BRANCHES 
 
Branches provides shelter for abused women and their children. Many arrive at Branches with nothing. 

This is a hands-on project that can be done individually. Go to your closet and pick out a shoe box. Then, 
fill it with goodies for a family in distress. We will fill boxes for mothers, for boys and for girls, catego-

rized by age: 2-4, 5-9, 10-14. So, what can you fit in a shoebox? For example 
 

WOMEN: personal hygiene items such as shampoo, soap, dental care, comb, brush, hat gloves, 
etc. 

 
2-4 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN: Small toys, but not too small, crayons, cars, dolls, stuffed animal, 

book, dental care, socks, hat, gloves, etc. 
 

5-9 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN: Small toys, school supplies, bar rettes, dental care, yo-yos, jump 
ropes, books, etc. 

 
10-14 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN: School supplies, solar  calculator , hair  supplies, dental care, books, 

hat, gloves, etc. 
 

           If you want to participate, fill your shoebox, don’t wrap it. Deliver it to church or call the office for 

someone to pick it up. 

EBENEZER ANGELS 
 

Soon we will have our list of 
Angels to adopt. Plan now to 

provide Christmas for a child in 
need. 


