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 There is nothing more dangerous than 

a pastor who comes back to church after 

attending a continuing education event, 

especially one titled, ñAcademy of Faith 

and Generosity.ò  You might expect that I 

was looking for the latest and best ways 

to fund our budget (and thereby pay our 

conference fair share in full), but faith and 

generosity (and the dreaded word, 

ñstewardshipò) is about so much more 

than money.  In preparation for our Con-

secration Sunday, I would like to share 

with you some things (not everything) 

that I learned. 

 Biblical Stewardship begins with our 

understanding that everything is a gift 

from God--that isnôt just our money, but 

everything around us.  We are amazingly 

blessed with all we need and so much 

more.  In Godôs way of relationship, God 

chooses to entrust those gifts into our 

management and care. I find it amazing 

that God trusts us with that care. In Godôs 

love, God chooses us to be the stewards 

(wise managers) of all of Godôs creation.  

Our relationship with God determines the 

way we live out that stewardship.   

 As we choose to live out our relation-

ship with Christ through the church, we 

promise to love God, to share in a rela-

tionship with Jesus as our Christ.  We also 

promised to serve the church with our 

prayers, presence, gifts, witness, and ser-

vice.  We offer ourselves in a relationship 

of accountability to God and to Christôs 

church.  Our stewardship of all that God 

entrusts to our care is about our life-

styleðhow we choose to live our lives 

and use our resources. We give of our 

resources because God has richly blessed 

us. We respond in love because our heart 

is fixed in Christ. Giving of ourselves is a 

joyful act of love.  

 I grew up in a home where personal 

income was not discussed.  I knew my 

fatherôs salary because it was printed in 

the church budget, not because it was 

talked about. I grew up believing that we 

had enough, but having more money 

would be better. I also knew from a very 

early age and tithing was expected in our 

household. I heard that as a rule rather 

than a grateful response. As I get older, I 

am growing in my understanding that if 

everything is a gift from God, then God is 

concerned about how I use all my re-

sources. I give to God through the church 

because God is so generous to me and to 

us all.  I set aside that tenth, but Iôm learn-

ing to look at how I can be faithful with 

the other 90%. How do we use all of these 

wonderful gifts for the glory of God?  

Sundayôs story of the rich young man 

reminds us that Jesus asks for our com-

plete commitment.  
 

Consecration Sunday:  

A Time of Response 
 

 On Sunday, October 28, our First 

Church Congregation will celebrate our 

Consecration Sunday. Kim Matthews 

(associate director of the United Method-

ist Foundation of WV) will be with us to 

preach. We will offer our ñestimates of 

givingò as one of our responses to the 

generous way of God as we work to make 
a difference in disciplesô lives through our 

support of the ministries of our congrega-

tion and conference. After our worship 

services will join together in a fellowship 

meal. (The church will provide roasted 

pork loin, bread, and beverages and you 

are asked to bring salads, vegetables and 

deserts to be shared.  We will have a won-

derful meal!) 

 As we prepare for this time of re-

sponse, I invite you to do some thinking 

and reflection on some faith and steward-

ship questions: 

* Do I really believe that everything is 

a gift of God?  

* How am I being a good steward of all 
that God entrusts into my care? 

* What does God have to do with my 

financial resources?  What do I think 
about money and its place in my 

faithful life?  

* Do I give of myself and my gifts as a 

response to Godôs generosity to me 

or do I respond out of a sense of   
duty? 

* How is my discipleship growing 

through my giving response? 
 I am so very thankful for the generos-

ity and love you share with me, our staff, 

and with the whole congregation.  We are 

very gifted and blessed.  We share in 

wonderful ministries of mission, educa-

tion, and service. I ask that you share in 

times of reflection and prayer as we pre-

pare for our Consecration Sunday.  And 

as you do, I trust you will remember that 

who we are and what we offer reflects our 

lifeôs response to Godôs amazing gifts to 

us.   

Blessings!  With love and 

gratitude,  

Mark  

Everything is a Gift from God 



First Church Finances 
 During August, we were able to 

pay all our usual bills for utilities, sala-

ries, and program expenses.  We also 

were able to pay $10,000 toward our 

Fair Share. With this payment, we have 

now paid 54% of that expectation for 

the year. (We are ahead of where we 

were at this time last year.)   The Fair 

Share is our way of supporting missions 

and ministries nearby (Marshall Uni-

versity campus ministry and Ebenezer 

Community Outreach Ministries); mis-

sion programs throughout our annual 

conference, across the United States, 

and around the world. Those funds also 

care for the administrative costs for the 

denomination (salary for our District 

Superintendents and Bishops).  Paying 

our Fair Share connects us with other 

congregations and we find that we can 

do much more collectively than any 

congregation could do on its own.   

 Your faithful support is making a 

difference in the lives of those in our 

congregation, community and world:  

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, we have an exceptional program 

for children and youth here at First 

Church.  Your gifts provide program 

materials, crafts, volunteers, salary for 

staff, and supportive care. There are 

nursery workers and volunteers to care 

for the wonderful gift of new infants in 

our congregation.  

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, our sanctuary is filled with glorious 

music, we hear the Word of God shared 

by pastoral leaders in a beautiful sanc-

tuary. Your gifts provide bulletins, the 

comfort of heat or air-conditioning, 

salaries for musicians and staff, Upper 

Rooms, Tower Topics.   

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, we can gather on Wednesdays for 

food, fellowship, and learning.  

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, we reach out to our sisters and 

brothers with Blessings in a Backpack, 

Helpington, Celebration of Mission 

Event, the port-a-pot, financial and vol-

unteer support of Cridlin, and so much 
more.    

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, we have opportunities to serve in 

mission and ministry in our community 

and around the world.  Young adults at 

Marshall (and other college campuses) 

have a United Methodist campus pastor 

to offer guidance and counsel during an 

important time in their lives. 

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, we provide the administrative sup-

port for the United Methodist Commit-

tee on Relief (UMCOR) so that in times 

of disaster every penny of your special 

gifts can be used directly to help those 

who are suffering.  

Because you are a gracious stew-

ard, Godôs Word is being shared here in 

our Huntington area, across the Annual 

Conference, and around the world.   

Thank you for all you do!! 

Around the Church 
 Work has continued around the 

church building through the care of the 

churchôs Trustees.  Roofing repairs 

were begun by Boggs Roofing. Unfor-

tunately, a leak has developed near the 

place where the dome roof meets the 

lower roof section. Boggs is continuing 

to work to repair that spot.  Once we are 

sure that the leak is repaired, we will 

explore ways of fixing the spot that has 

developed in the domeôs ceiling 

 Preparations are being made to 

ñrenewò our church nurseries.  That 

work will include new carpet, painting, 

new light fixtures, and window treat-

ment.  That work should begin very 

soon.  

 We anticipate that the dome will be 

re-installed sometime just after the first 

of the new year.  Bovard Stained Glass 

Studio will also do the work on the 

three  major windows and the window 

in the back area of the sanctuary.   

 We celebrate the saints of our con-

gregation whose endowments to the 

congregation allow us to make needed 

repairs quickly.  Our congregation is 

blessed because these resources allow 

us to provide maintenance and improve-

ments that we simply would not be able 

to do if we had to rely on our general 

church budget to finance.  Please con-

sider how you can remember your First 

Church family through your estate.  If 

you have any questions, please contact 

the church office and we will connect 

you with those who can help in plan-

ning your contributions.    

Charge Conference Set for  

November 4 
 You are invited to be a part of our 

Charge Conference on Sunday afternoon, 

November 4 at 4:00 pm. We will join with 

other area United Methodist Churches at 

the Kenova UMC. Our District Superinten-

dent, Dr. Okey Harless, will meet with our 

church leadership to share in a devotional 

time and to lead us in the business of the 

church. Once a year we gather, for an offi-
cial meeting to elect officers for the com-

ing year, set pastoral salaries, receive our 

Conference Fair Share, and take care of 

other required matters. 

 

Consecration Sunday 

Lunch 
October 28 Noon 

 Plan now to join in the celebration 

following the 10:45 Consecration Ser-

vice on October 28.  The church will be 

providing the pork roast, beverages, 

rolls and table ware.  You are asked to 

bring casseroles, veggies, salads and 

desserts.  In order to get a good variety 

if your last name begins with: 
 

A-C bring a Dessert 

D-L bring a Casserole 

M-Z bring a Salad or Vegetable 
 

 We are expecting a big crowd so 

please bring enough for your family 

plus some to share with others.  
 

Wednesday Evening  

Adult Bible Studies 
 There are two Bible Study options for 

adults each Wednesday evening at 6:00.  A 

womenôs study meets in Room 202 and is 

currently using the book, ñOpen Your Bi-

bleò.  And, in Room 208 there is a group 

currently using the study, ñStarting Pointò 

by Andy Stanley.  Small group studies are 

a great way to grow in your faith, grow 

closer to one another, and meet new peo-

ple. 



Fall into Fall  
With 

Food and Fellowship 
Join us for  

Brunch 
Sunday, October 7,  9:30-10:30 
Hosted by United Methodist Women 

$5.00-adult, $2.00 child, $15.00 family. 
 

Proceeds support the Missions of United Methodist Women 

Including: 

No more trash bags for foster kids.  

No More Trash Bags 
By Jane Morse 

 At a Western District Meeting, we 

had a director of NECCO speak to us 

about the increasing need for safe fos-

ter homes for at risk children. We all 

wanted to help, but some were simply 

unable to foster children. And then, a 

couple of weeks ago, I heard the an-

swer to prayer. A man on NPR was 

telling how foster kids are moving 

from home to home with all their be-

longings in garbage bags. He said 

that's how I carried my belongings fif-

ty years ago when I was a foster kid. 

There has to be a better way. Out of 

that, he founded a national charity 

called Comfort Cases. Knowing how 

desperate our needs are in the Tri-

State. I contacted NECCO and asked if 

we can do something similar here 

through NECCO. We can and we will. 

United Methodist Women will use part 

of their proceeds from the Brunch to 

purchase sturdy bags and items to fill 

them. So join us for brunch, eat hearty, 

and give generously to help children 

who need a little love.  

 

UMW Fall District Meeting 
Saturday, September 29 

Kermit UMC 

10:00ðNoon 

Conference President. Sue Dostal, 

Speaker 

 

 

West Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Women 

Annual Meeting 
 

October 26-27, 2018 

Mt. Pleasant UMC 

The Power of Belonging 

Rev. Dr. Bill Wilson 

  
Ingathering to support the Mt. Pleasant 

Food Pantry 

Needs: canned pasta, fruit/pudding 

cups, cereal cups, snack crackers, single 

size chips 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

Thereôs Something for Everyone 
 

Join an Adult Sunday School Class!  
We have a variety to choose from.  All classes meet from 9:30-10:30. 

 

The Journey Class meets in Room 202 and is sharing in the study of David.  

The study time includes videos by Andy Stanley and discussion time.   
 

The Fellowship Class meets in Room 207. They study a variety of topics. 
 

The Seekers Class meets in Room 208.  They use the Wired Word study. 
 

The Wesley Class meets in Room 214.  They study a variety of topics. 
 

FISH (Friends In Service to Him) is a new small group for young fami-

lies. They are studying Adam Hamiltonôs Creed.  They meet in the parlor. 
 

The College/Young Adult Class meets in the west balcony room.  They use 

videos and discussion centering on the Bible. 
 

Childrenôs Sunday School 
9:30-10:30 

 

Preschool, ages 4-5 are in Room 101 with Jane and Jerry Morse 
 

Grades K-5 meet on the second floor of the education wing  
 

Youth, grades 6-12 meet in the youth room 
 

The Nursery is available at all times for ages 0-3 years old 

Backpacking Schedule: Help us fill backpacks of food 

for children at Central City Elementary. 
Food pick-up: October 22 - Trucks will be needed 

Packing ; October 24 - Packers of all ages are welcome to help 

Delivery: November 1, 8, 15, 29  
 

Watch the Sunday bulletins for more information. 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers  

Eternal God! Grant us gratitude enough to look backward and be thankful; 

courage enough to look forward and be hopeful; faith enough to look upward 

and be humble; kindness enough to look outward and be helpful.  Together 

let us pray... 
For those who are sick or homeboundé 

Randy Adkins, Dawn Aikin, Benny Allison, Jason Anderson, Drew Apgar, Pris 

Beard, Kenny Berry, Mary Berry, Faye Brangham, Cyndi Bright, Jeanne Bur-

ford, Nancy Campbell, Carolyn Cummings, Dorothy Cutright, Mary Jo 

Danford, David Daugherty, Leona Davis, Samantha Davis, Jeanette Dorsey, 

Diana Duba, Betty Duke, Jack Eblin, Sue Furbee, Bob Ganzer, Grace Ham-

mond, Ginny Lee Hastings, Dick Hensley, Christi Holley, Johnny Jackson, 

Nancy Kincade, Gil & Sally Lester, Claire McClure, James May, Barbara Paf-

ford, Jocelyn Page, Nancy Palmer, Christine Phipps, Sharon Riley, Kaysen 

Rose, Charlotte Tallman, Bobby Thacker, Dreama Ward, Wyatt Weeks, Jean 

White, Jennifer & Max 
 

For those who grieveé 

Sandee Folsom on the death of her son, Jon (Tige) Rogers 

Caleb Morgan on the death of his grandfather Luther Morgan 

 

Remember those in the military who are in harmôs way. 

                  First Light Music 
We are always seeking people to play instruments or sing in our early service, First Light.  No commitment  

 Required, you just need to enjoy music.  The music ranges from hymns to praise and worship to popular 

and oldies.  If you are interested, please see Marcia Canterbury.  First Light meets 

                       in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning at 8:45. 

10/1 Parks Ward 

10/2 Mason Reed 

 Jacob Gerlach 

10/4 Skyler Smith 

 Meg Cyrus 

 Riley Mancuso 

10/5 Arthur Thomas 

10/6 Audra Gerlach 

10/7 Ian Holtzworth 

10/10 Debbie Conley 

 Artemis McKenna 

 Otto McKenna 

 Savannah Smith 

10/11 Andy Cunningham, 

10/12 Tina Fulks 

10/13 Nancy Palmer 

10/14 Jane Montsinger 

 Laura Fulks 

 Luke Holbrook 

10/17 Jerry Morse 

10/19 Carolyn Waggoner 

10/20 Linda McLain 

 Grant Sergent 

10/21 Eddie Danford III 

 Rod Duncan 

 Heather Birkhimer 

 Michael Niemann 

10/22 Cynthia Kleck 

 Christopher Nicely 

 Carole Ann Bradley 

10/24 Carmel Knight 

10/25 Carolyn Cummings 

 Amelia Adkins 

10/26 Mark Trimble 

 Derek Legg 

10/27 Amy Dillon 

 Scott Archer 

10/28 Brianne Crager 

 Katherine Ward 

10/29 Sarah McInerney 

In Our Mail 
 

Dear Members of First United Method-

ist Church, 

  I am writing to thank you for your 

generous scholarship. I am majoring in 

environmental science at Marshall. I 

plan to pursue a career involving the 

maintenance of the environment, hope-

fully with the opportunity to spend lots 

of time outdoors studying various eco-

systems. Your scholarship is making 

my college experience much less stress-

ful.  

Thank you again for all the support 

and kindness youôve given me. I really 

appreciate the support this church gives 

me spiritually and financially. The 

FUMC Scholarship has lightened my 

financial burden and allows me to focus 

more on my classes and learning. You 

have helped me get a step closer to my 

goals. 

Thank you for everything, 

Cassie Bacon 

City Mission Dinner 
 

 On Sunday afternoon, October 

28, the First Church family will be 

serving dinner at the City Mission.  

Our congregation provides dinner 

four times each year.  We purchase 

the food (which must be prepared at 

the Mission) and then help serve that 

food to the residents.  You may con-

tribute toward the cost of the food by 

adding a donation to your church 

gifts.  Please mark you check or en-

velop with ñCity Mission Dinner.ò  

Joan Meredith coordinates our serv-

ers.  If you would like to help with 

the serving, please contact her. 

(Please understand that there is a 

limited number of servers needed.) 



 Thank you to everyone that came 

and donated at the spaghetti dinner. 

With your help we raised $724! We 

wouldnôt be able to do these things if it 

wasnôt for you all who help us raise 

funds. 

  For those who do not know, we are 

raising funds for our Youth Mission 

Trip for summer 2019. It will be a little 

different this year. Every 4 years, Unit-

ed Methodist Youth from around the 

United States gather and worship to-

gether in a conference style. This year it 

is in Kansas City in July. The youth will 

depart after First Light on Sunday and 

head to a half way point to do some 

mission work on Monday and Tuesday. 

Then we will pack up and head to the 

conference on Wednesday. It will end 

on Saturday and we will head home 

bright and early on Sunday. If you want 

more information or know of great ways 

to help us fundraise please contact 

Schauna Chambers. Thanks again! 
 

Youth Mission Trip 2019 
 Reminder that ALL paperwork is 

due on Wednesday, October 16th along 

with the $25 deposit. You can turn it in 

before the 16th, but no later. This trip 

will take a lot of prep work so please 

have it in on time. If you are interested 

in being a chaperone, please see 

Schauna Chambers. 

 

Childrenôs Sabbath 
 Childrenôs Sabbath is coming up on October 21st. We hope that you come out 

and join us as we hand over the reins to the children and youth for both services. 

The childrenôs choir will sing and both children and youth will be conducting the 

whole service. You will definitely be in for a treat if you come that Sunday. Hope 

to see you there! 

Octoberfest 
 Octoberfest will be on Hallow-

een this year! October 31st we will 

have some food, fun and games!! 

Donôt forget to put on your costume! 

We will have another costume con-

test! Last year, we collected socks 

for votes, this year we are collecting 

items we can fill small suitcases for 

foster children. Shampoos, condi-

tioners, small blankets, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, and more. You can see 

the womenôs board downstairs for 

more options. Games are $5 and all 

proceeds for the games will go to 

purchasing the duffel bags so that 

foster children wonôt have to go from 

house to house carrying things in 

trash bags.  

 If you are interested in donating 

a cake for the cake walk please see 

Schauna Chambers. The cake walk 

will be $1 a round.  

Youth Hangout 
 The Yoost family has willingly 

opened their home to a youth game 

night. We will have snack, s'mores, and 

games. We hope to see you on Sunday 

October 7th. Time TBD 

 

Fall Workshop 
  Fall Workshop is Friday November 

16th- Sunday November 18th. I love Fall 

Workshop! It is a weekend at Cedar 

Lakes for Middle and High Schoolers. 

You participate in workshops, activities, 

and this year there will be a color walk/

run! Some of my favorite memories 

were made here! The theme is Run the 

Race! For more information please con-

tact Schauna or look it up on https://

www.wvumc.org/fall-workshop/ . 

 

Childrenôs Ministry 
 There is so much to say about our 

childrenôs ministry. We have jumped 

back into Big Brotherôs Big Sisterôs on 

the first Wednesday of every month, we 

are averaging 18 kids for KFC, and we 

have 14 kids for Sunday School this past 

Sunday! God is good and He is good 

indeed. We have Octoberfest coming up 

and are in the works of planning some-

thing fun for the kids around Christmas. 

Our Childrenôs Church averages 7-10 

and with changes coming we are looking 

at so many new opportunities for wor-

ship and fellowship with our children.  

 If you cannot tell that our ministry is 

flourishing, it is. Please know that we 

cannot do this without volunteers. If you 

are willing to donate a half an hour on a 

Wednesday or an hour on a Sunday, 

please contact me. Fydor Dostoyevsky 

one said, ñThe soul is healed by being 

with children.ò I do believe in giving 

back to the children, you will find happi-

ness that you never knew was there. If 

you cannot do that and would like to help 

with putting together curriculum or other 

things it would be amazing to have you a 

part of this ministry. 
 

Youth Ministry 
 Our youth are starting to fundraise 

for our Mission Trip of 2019. In order to 

go on the mission trip they have to com-

plete 5 fundraisers, 5 community service 
projects, and join in one group reading 

that will be offered 3 times this year. We 

want to make sure that the youth are put-

ting work into being able to seek these 

opportunities that the congregation helps 

us go on. If you ever know of any service 

projects or fundraisers that will help the 

youth with their funds, please contact 

me.  

 Of course, youth is not all work and 

no play. We will be having a game night 

in October with the Yoost family and we 

will be getting ready for retreats, outings 

and of course our annual Christmas party 

soon. Confirmation classes are just 

around the corner and we will be looking 

for mentors. If you are interested in do-

ing so please contact me. This is a great 

opportunity to bond with the youth and 

help them on their faith journey.  

 I am so lucky to be able to hang with 

these guys and if you ever want to hang 
out with us you are more than welcome! 
 

Blessings, 

Schauna Chambers 

https://www.wvumc.org/fall-workshop/
https://www.wvumc.org/fall-workshop/
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Senior Pastor,  

Mark Conner 
 

Associate Pastor 

Stephen Hensley 
 

Director of Christian Education 

Schauna Chambers 
 

Sunday Worship Opportunities 

First Light   8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School                9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship         10:45 a.m. 

Korean Church               1:00 p.m. 

Next Tower Topics Deadline is October 19 

First United Methodist Church 

1124 Fifth Avenue 

Huntington, West Virginia 25701-2288 
Phone:(304) 522-0357 

firstumc@firstunitedmethodist.com 

www.firstunitedmethodist.com 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Wednesday Menus and Helpers  

for October 
October 3 Meat Loaf, Baked Potato, Vegetables 

 Sanctuary Choir 

October 10 Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fries 

 Kitchen Committee 

October 17 Chicken, Mac & Cheese, Broccoli 

 Staff Parish Relations Committee 

October 24 Spaghetti, Garlic Bread 

 Menôs Group 

October 31 Pizza 

 Mission Committee 

Events in October 
 

 

 

 

10/3 Staff Parish Relations Committee 

10/7  UMW Brunch 

10/9  Dorcas Circle 

10/10 Trustees 

10/13  Menôs Breakfast 

10/14  Administrative Council 

10/17  Finance Committee 

10/21 Childrenôs Sabbath 

10/22 Tower Topics Deadline 

10/28 Consecration Sunday Services and 

Dinner 

10/31 Octoberfest 


