This Sunday we will celebrate the Epiphany—the day on which we celebrate the manifestation of Jesus Christ by living the journey of discovery
undertaken by the Magi, or Wise Men. As you recall, they had seen celestial evidence of the birth of a new king, and set out to find him, and after a
long journey they arrived in Bethlehem and found Jesus, whom they immediately knew to be the one they were searching for. The evidence—the sign
in the sky, ancient Scripture, and whatever they experienced in the physical
presence of the child—convinced them that they had found someone very
special indeed, the fulfillment of promises made from ancient times, the
Son of God and the hope of the world.
As we start out a new year, and look back at the old one, I thought it
would be fun to consider what the Magi would experience today if they
were to go in search of Jesus. If the Magi of old were to go in search of the
physical manifestation of Jesus today—maybe to do one of those “then and
now” selfies for their Facebook page--they would be out of luck no matter
where or how diligently they looked.
Or would they?
Or maybe they would find him right here, in Grand Saline. Let me run
through the past year for you, because we might find something there. In
2019 we:
Welcomed two new Members to the Grand Saline family.
Celebrated one wedding.
Helped families and loved ones say goodbye at one funeral.
Help provide food for hundreds of people through the Breaking
Bread Food Pantry.
Helped fund a project to bring a reliable supply of fresh drinking
water to a village in Africa.
Provided backpacks with school supplies for 9 children.
Hosted a lunch for the Chamber of Commerce and learned about
therapy dogs.
Had Lenten Lunches inviting everyone in our community.
Had many Sunday Night Live musical guests and food afterwards.
Had 75 children at Roar Vacation Bible School.
And the great part about this list is that so many of these ministries are
organized and coordinated by different people, following their passion for
something God has set before them and equipped them to do.
And there are even more, but with so many things happening, so many
people doing God’s work, some will be forgotten in the moment.
So maybe the Magi, if they were to journey to Grand Saline, would not
find a divine child wrapped in swaddling clothes (and, yes, I know I’m
mixing my Gospel stories), but they would find Grand Saline F UMC. And
they would find a family of people who don’t necessarily share DNA, but
do share a passion for reaching out and serving in Christ’s name--people
who in a thousand different ways are living out his message...and if you ask
me, that’s a pretty good way to describe a manifestation of Christ in our
world.
I think the Magi would be happy with what they found, don’t you? I
can’t wait to see what comes next.
I will see you in Worship on Sunday and Around Town serving the Lord!
Pastor Mark
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In
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www.reachoutmusic.com

Chad Chaney is a
passionate worship
artist
with a purpose to:
Love Jesus and love
others!

Hello All,
We raised $784.97
for Salvation Army!
Thank you to everyone who participated in
the Bell Ringing this
year. You all were awesome!
Also, the Blessing Bags are in back of the Church,
if you would like to pick up one.
I want to wish everyone a Happy and Blessed New
Year!
Marilyn

CHILDREN'S CHOIR AND HANDCHIMES offered their talents for Christmas!
A big "thank you" to the children who made our worship service so delightful on
the Sunday before Christmas!!
For the Introit, Mrs. Martha led the chime players while Bethany Waddell played
"Away in a Manger" on her violin. During Young Disciples time, the children sang
"Mary Had a Baby" and "The Friendly Beasts".
What a delightful worship we had when 2 Angels, a Little Drummer Boy, 3 Kings
carrying gifts, and Joseph and Mary carrying Baby Jesus walked down the aisle toward a Manger filled with hay!! Our sincere appreciation goes to Sue Myers for making and planning the costumes and to Dean Myers for constructing the Manger!!
We wait with eagerness to see what these young singers and chime players will offer
to our Lord in worship in the future.
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JOYFUL NOISE!
Our Cantata, “Joy Has Dawned”, was so beautiful. The
choir, narrators and audio were all wonderful. Each choir member worked for weeks on getting all the parts just right. Their
hard work paid off in wonderful performances to announce the
birth of Jesus. Thank you to all the choir members, Kathy Lea,
Larry Tull and Jim McAdams.
What a blessing this group and all the bell choir members
are to me. It is hard to believe I get to work with such caring,
concerned, funny and talented Christian people. I look forward
each week to being with each of them. God has truly blessed
my life with each choir and bell choir member and all of our church members. Special thank you to Maxine
Watson, our secretary. She does so many wonderful things to help me each week. Thank you, Maxine.
Our first SNL will be the end of Feb. with Chad Chaney performing. Please start spreading the word.
Chad has become well know in the Christian Music industry and will be returning for his second visit with
us. Bells, aka Ding-a-Lings, will be playing Palm Sunday. We will have many more wonderful music
events in 2020, so watch for announcements and please attend all
of these.
I also want to thank the church members for my generous bonus. It is much needed this time of year and I thank you so very
much for this wonderful gift. The choir gift of the beautiful tray
will be a great serving piece for the ham this Christmas. You are
such a generous church with such giving hearts. Thank you and
God Bless each of you!
Our church is blessed to have such a wonderful music program and the support of our
church. Many churches no longer have choirs, few have hand bells and not sure any have
live performances by Christian musicians from all over the United States. If you would
like to be part of this amazing program, please come for Choir at 5:PM , Hand bells at 6:30
PM and Kids Choir and Chimes on Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM with Gail Hill and Martha Berry. Come be a part of this exciting program and share your God given talent. Contact Jaye Easterwood for more information at 214/563-5761.
Until we meet again on Jan 6th for Choir at 5 PM and Bells at 6:30 PM, I wish you all a
wonderful year in 2020! Love to all, Jaye

Cub Scout Pack 374 meets on Tuesday’s at 7:00 PM at Our Church. If
you know a boy who would like to
join, please call the Pack Leader,
Samantha at, (903) 269-8671

Christmas Eve Services
blessed many with Carols,
Scriptures, Candlelight,
and Communion.
Communion.
A special "thanks" to those
who offered their talents to our
Lord for our Lessons and Carols worship services on Christmas Eve. At the 7:00 p.m. service, special music was presented
by Gabriel Thibodaux ; Dena,
Sawyer, and Spencer Means; Jaye Easterwood; and Martha Berry. At the 11:00
p.m. service, those attending were blessed by music from Vickie Pedersen and Martha
Berry.
Pastor Mark spoke about the significance of Jesus being born in a Manger that anyone and everyone was allowed to Find, Approach and Worship the Christ Child. Finally, everyone shared Holy Communion and lighting our candles as we sang Silent Night!.
Thank you, God, for a glorious Christmas Celebration in our church!
Gail Hill
What fun we all had in 2019. Looking forward to even more
creative ideas, fun, laughter, and sharing of our hearts this coming
year. We have new members this year and welcome all who want
to share in our fun and creativity in 2020.
Thank you to Pam Orchard and the Food Pantry personnel for
giving out the cute sock cupcakes we made for clients. Such fun
to share our creations with others and hope it makes them smile.
This Spring on the Saturday before Mother’s Day will be our annual craft and plant sale . Mark your calendars for May 9th and come see the beautiful Mother’s Day gifts we create. Jim and Martha Berry always
bless us with beautiful plants to sell, so get there early for those. This money goes to buy supplies for the
craft items and silk flowers for Jolene to work her magic each week for the Sanctuary flowers.
In April on the weekend of the HWY 80 Garage Sale, we plan to have a garage
sale in the Fellowship Hall. Again the funds will go to the Crazy Crafters for supplies, flowers, and to underwrite the SNL events.
Please join our group and enjoy the blessings they create and share with each
member and with our community. We meet at 5:30 PM in the craft room upstairs
behind the Sanctuary. For more information contact Jaye Easterwood at
214/563-5761.

CREATE JOY!

We have had a wonderful month,
celebrating the baby Jesus and enjoying the magic of Christmas. As
2019 comes to a close we look forward to having an amazing 2020!
Blessings, and thanks for
your support,
Jennifer

____________________________________
Happy Problem!!
Because our Sunday School is growing, we are needing 2 more Sunday School teachers for children ages:
Pre-K through 3rd grade and
4th through 8th grades.
Please listen to your heart (prayer) and
call to volunteer. This is a team teaching
plan with 2 Sundays on and 2 Sundays off
with congregations volunteers assisting
on occasional Sundays. We have some
good curriculum available to use.
Call Gail Hill, children's coordinator, and volunteer: 903-312-5283.

Our Brunch Bunch meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Our next
meeting will be January 14, 2020 @ 11:00 AM. We
mailed 42 cards at the December meeting. We would

love to have you join us. Just call the Church
Office, or just come to the next meeting if you
would like to visit one of our meetings, just
bring an appetite and a Happy Face. You will be
amazed and hopefully join our group.
We are requesting donations of Greeting
Cards (Birthday, Anniversary, Get Well,
Thinking of You, etc.
Thank you, God Bless you all, Sue Myers Group Leader
______________________________________________________________________________________

Do y’all remember a LONG time ago when our church had a Kids Choir?
Well, we have started it up again and added a chimes group too!
Our new Kids Choir and Chimes has been Renewed, Reinvigorated, and
Revitalized! Martha and Gail have exciting new material for our children
to learn to sing and play the
chimes!!! Kids, we have new hand
chimes and bells that are color coded!
Kids Sunday School/Chimes and
Choir 9:45AM Sunday’s

First United Methodist Church
Youth Group
Wishes everyone a very Happy New Year!

If you are ill, out of town, or on vacation you
can still have worship with us by going online!
We are on Facebook Live!
www.facebook.com/gsfumc/
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Received through December 2018

$ 222,970.92

Received through December 2019

$ 215,996.71

Budget for 2019

$219, 382.00

Prayer Requests for family, friends, and others.
Our Na.on, President, Government Leaders, Men and Women of our Armed Forces & their families, First Responders and their families, Pastor Mark, Be9y Adamson, Gwen & Sherman Hughes, Ina Cambre, Rudy Kirby, Nell Allison, Bill & Lisa
Waldon-Sue & Dean Myers daughter & son-in-law, Ryan Moncrief- friend of Kathy
Lea, Amanda Frost-friend of Marilyn Smith’s daughter, Wanda Armstrong-friend
of Martha Berry, Linda Barre9-Jeanne Shively’s cousin, Bob Foley-Kathy Lea’s
brother, Janice Wood-friend of Kathy Lea, Mayeli-Nina’s daughter, Beverly Lowry,
Tracey Kapeller-Claudeane Suble9’s Niece, Marina-Marilyn Smith’s Mother’s Caregiver, Delois Currey, Billie Ham-Claudeane Suble9’s sister, Bobby & Richard Hodge
-John Hodge’s brothers, Chuck Keil-Martha Berry’s brother, Bob Gray & Family,
Mark Davis-friend of Jim & Martha Berry, Barbara Rye-Jaye Easterwood’s sister,
Grand Saline Schools & their Teachers.

For January
Dr. Rick Ingrim
&
Larry Tull

Scripture Readers
For January
5th
12th
19th
26th

-

Blake Boyles
Liz Riveire
Diane Ingrim
Marilyn Smith

Jesus calls us to be Vibrant, Loving and of Service to all
Church Office Hours

Wednesday’s
10:00 am
Children’s Chapel Time

Monday—Thursday
10:-00 am—12:00 pm
1:00 pm— 3:00 pm

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1.

Thu
2.

New Years Day

Fri

Sat

3.

4.

10.

11.

Food Pantry
4-6 pm
KFC –Grand Saline
6-8pm

5.
Communion Sunday
9:45am SS
9:45am Kids SS/Choir

10:55am Worship
4 –5:30 pm
Freshmen
5:00 -7:00 Pm Tribe
6:30pm Bible Study

6.

IgniTe
3:45-5 pm
Choir 5pm
Bells 6:30pm

10:55amWorship
9:45am SS
9:45am Kids SS/Choir

4 –5:30 pm
Freshmen
5:00pm—7:00 pm
Tribe
6:30pm Bible Study

8.

CraD Group
6:00pm
Jr. Hi 5:30—6:30pm

Paula Hodge
Birthday

13.

12.

7.

KFC Edgewood
6-8pm
Scouts 7pm

14.

IgniTe 3:45-5pm
Choir 5pm
Bells 6:30pm

Charles & Liz
Riveire
Anniversary

Brunch Bunch
11:00 AM

Jr. Hi
5:30– 6:30pm
KFC-Edgewood
6-8pm
Scouts 7 PM

9.

Worship Mee.ng
1200 pm

KFC GS
6-8pm

Game Night
6:00 pm
Trustee Mee.ng
6:00 pm

Jimmie &
Jolene Morgan
Anniversary

Randall Gary
Birthday

Finance Mee.ng
7:00 pm

15.

16.

17.

Food Pantry
4-6 pm
Church Council
Mee.ng 6:30pm

KFC– GS 6-8pm

Gary Barber
Birthday

18.
David & Pam
Orchard
Anniversary

Randall &
Carolyn Gary
Anniversary

Martha Berry

Birthday

9:45am SS
9:45am Kids SS/Choir

20.
Staﬀ Mee.ng 3pm

10:55am Worship

IgniTe
3:45—5pm

4-5:30pm Freshmen

Choir 5pm
Bells 6:30pm

19.

5:00—7:00 pm -Tribe

21.

22.

Jr. Hi 5:30-6:30pm
KFC-Edgewood 6-8pm

CraD Group 6:00pm

23.

24.

John Rash
Birthday

KFC– GS 6-8pm
Women’s
Group meeFng
6:30 PM

Scouts 7pm

6:30pm Bible Study

26.
9:45 am SS
9:45am Kids SS/Choir
10:55 am Worship
4-5:30 pm Freshmen
5:00-7:00 pm Tribe
6:30pm Bible Study

27.
IgniTe
3:45-5 pm
Choir 5pm
Bells 6:30pm

28.
Jr. Hi 5:306:30pm
KFC-Edgewood
6-8pm
Scouts 7pm
Dillon Means
Birthday

29.

30.
KFC GS 6-8pm

Jeremiah
Carnes Birthday

25.

31.

