
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Prevention Saints, 

 

  In an area known for persistent and recurring droughts, we here on the South Plains are 

plagued by an increasing number of wildfires or grass fires. Some of the fires are caused by cigarettes. 

Some are caused by careless campers. Others are caused by a myriad of activities which generate sparks 

and then fires (fireworks comes to mind). Throughout my life, one symbol has been the constant reminder 

about fire safety: Smokey Bear. Notice that I did not include “the” in the name. That will be discussed 

now, as will the origins of this great American icon. 

 The birthday of Smokey Bear is August 9, 1944. According to Wikipedia: 

Smokey Bear is an American campaign and advertising icon of the U.S. Forest Service. In the 

Wildfire Prevention Campaign, which is the longest-running public service announcement 

campaign in United States history, the Ad Council, the United States Forest Service (USFS), 

and the National Association of State Foresters (NASF), in partnership with creative agency 

FCB, employ Smokey Bear to educate the public about the dangers of unplanned human-

caused wildfires. A campaign began in 1944 featuring Smokey and the slogan "Smokey Says 

– Care Will Prevent 9 out of 10 Forest Fires". His slogan changed to "Remember... Only YOU 

Can Prevent Forest Fires" in 1947 and was associated with Smokey Bear for more than five 

decades. 

There is a dramatic story of the rescue of a bear cub in a New Mexico forest fire which would result in the 

bear cub being named Smokey Bear and remaining the live representation of Smokey Bear until the ‘70’s. 

Indeed, only YOU can prevent forest and wildfires. There is another fire that we as Christians can prevent. 

In Matthew 3:12 we read the following: “His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 

threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” This is a stern reminder of who we are in relation to God.We are to be obedient to God’s will in 

order to be gathered up into the granary (paradise). The chaff (those choosing to ignore God’s will), will 

be discarded to the unquenchable fire. This should precipitate thoughts of prevention. 

Like the American Ad Council, the Church universal has, for centuries, preached redemption 

sustained by faithful obedience to God’s will. The slogan “Only YOU can prevent forest or wildfires rings 

true with the Christian faith as well. It is up to each one of us to maintain our walk of faith. God has 

extended the invitation to life eternal and provided merciful grace for the forgiveness of our sins. With 

help from the community of faith and our own perseverance, we will be able to be gathered up into the 

eternal granary provided by God. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 
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