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COMING IN DECEMBER  

 

         Tuesdays, December 14 & 28 - Grief Support Group with Ann Akin in the parlor at 1:30 p.m. 

         Tuesdays, December 7 & 14 – Advent Study at 6:15 p.m. 

         Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – Pastor’s Devotional at 1:00 p.m. 

         Sunday, December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent; Imagine No Malaria 

         Tuesday, December 8 – Pastor’s Open House 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

         Sunday, December 12 – Third Sunday of Advent/ Methodist Children’s Home Sunday; Shared Ministries Sunday 

         Sunday, December 19 -- Fourth Sunday of Advent /Providence Place (formerly Methodist Mission Home) Sunday 

         Thursday, December 24 -- Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – 6:00 p.m.  

         Thursday, December 23 & Friday, December 24 – Office Closed for Christmas 

         Sunday, December 26 – First Sunday After Christmas Day 

         Thursday, December 30 & Friday, December 31 – Office Closed for New Years 

 

December Birthdays – Miran Hill- Dec. 5, Sherron Johnson – Dec. 8, John Clanton – Dec. 12 

December Anniversaries – Buddy & Susan Faulks - Dec. 16 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 710 

Levelland, TX  79336 



Shared Ministries Sunday 
December 12 

 

 

Pastor’s Open House 
Fellowship Hall Tuesday, December 8th,  

6:00 p.m. – 7:30. p.m.  

This is a “come-and-go” affair.  

Sandwiches, desserts and punch will be provided. 

 

Methodist Children’s Home 

Providence Place (Methodist Mission Home) 
Opportunities for special offerings 

Methodist Children’s Home - Sunday December 12th   

Providence Place – Sunday December 19th   

 

Poinsettias 
If you wish to order a poinsettia plant in memory or 

honor of a loved one, please place your order on one of 

the forms available each Sunday or call the church 

office, no later than noon on December 5th.  Plants, with 

covers, will be $13 each for 6 ½” or $29 for 8” and may 

be taken home after worship service December 26th. 

 

 

Candlelight Service 
Friday, December 24th  

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Shared Ministries 
To date we have paid $7,439.00 for Shared Ministries, 

“Apportionments.”  This represents 85.78% of our 

responsibility.  We have been 100% for many years.  

The balance we need to pay our full apportionment this 

year is $1,233.00.  Any overage will apply toward 2022 

Shared Ministries.   
 
 

 
Merry Christmas  

 
 

A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear Anti-Grinch Saints, 

 As we approach Christmas Day on December 

25th, I pray that we will be always mindful of the 

opportunity we have to celebrate the birth of Christ and to 

gather with fellow congregants and family and worship 

our Lord on Christmas Day. Hopefully, this year will be 

more joyful compared to the Covid-restricted Christmas 

of the past year. Imagine, however, if Christmas was 

eliminated, that is, we no longer had a day set aside to 

celebrate the birth of Christ and worship the Lord. Well, 

such was the case in the Puritan colony of  Plymouth in 

1621. 

 According to christianhistoryinstitute.org, 

“Christmas was not a hit with Puritans on either side 

of the Atlantic. Their objections were religious. Not 

only were there no grounds for believing Christ was 

born on December 25th, they said, but the Bible had 

also not established the practice. Further, they 

objected that for many people Christmas observance 

was a sacrilege—a time of heavy drinking and pagan 

customs.” William Bradford, leader of the colony 

had called everyone to work on December 25th 1621. 

New arrivals did not like the fact that they were 

required to work on Christmas Day. He allowed them 

an exclusion, but when he returned and found them 

playing games, he ordered them to their homes to 

“worship” if they felt they had to. 

 When the Puritans came to power in England 

in 1642, they began to institute bans against the 

celebration of Christmas. Stories abound about 

people defying the law and being confined to their 

homes. A ban was instituted in the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony on December 23, 1659 and would remain 

the law for over twenty years. One could not conduct a 

Christmas worship service or treat it as a holiday under 

penalty of being arrested. 

 While I understand the concern about debauchery 

and wild carousing on a day that one is supposedly 

treating as a Holy day, it would be difficult to place such 

sanctions on folks today. Christmas Day is a Holy Day, 

not just another holiday, a word which is derived from 

holy day. It is a day in which we are to worship the Lord 

and reflect upon the incarnation of God and what that 

means for humankind. Unfortunately, we have made it 

about football and parties. Perhaps the Puritans were 

partially justified in their endeavor to end Christmas, 

because similar circumstances exist today. Many fail to 

see the true meaning of Christmas. 

 We read in Luke 2:15-16 the following: 

“15 When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16 So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger.” I pray that all of you 

will this Christmas Day spiritually go to Bethlehem 

and bow down to the babe in the manger and lay the 

gift of yourselves before the Lord. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 


