
A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear  Prayerfully Singing Saints, 

 

November 11th first became a national holiday (Armistice Day) on May 13, 1938. Congress had 

designated it a special day on June 4, 1926, to commemorate the end of World War I. Congress changed 

November 11th to Veterans Day on June 1, 1954. It was on Armistice Day, 1938 that Kate Smith 

introduced the song God Bless America to the country on her popular radio show. Irving Berlin wrote 

the song in 1918 for a revue while serving in the army in Yapshank, New York. Because he felt that the 

song didn’t fit the revue, he put it aside. The original lyrics contained words changed in the later version 

of the song. 

Kate Smith performed God Bless America for the first time on Armistice Day 1938. She had 

asked Irving Berlin to provide her with a patriotic song for her show. With the ascension of Hitler to 

power in Germany, Berlin had decided to revive the song he had written in 1918 as a peace song. In 

addition to the revised lyrics, he also provided the following introduction always given by Kate Smith 

prior to singing the song: "While the storm clouds gather far across the sea / Let us swear allegiance to a 

land that's free / Let us all be grateful for a land so fair, / As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer." 

Because Irving Berlin was Jewish, the Ku Klux Klan and other Anti-Semitic groups protested the song. 

Kate Smith sung the song on her radio program every week after Armistice Day. 

I want to note the final line in Smith’s introduction to God Bless America: “As we raise our 

voices in a solemn prayer.” Keep in mind Irving Berlin had rewritten his song as a peace song. Most 

peace songs in our history were written to remind us of who we are as a people and to hopefully move 

us to listen to our better angels. With that in mind, I want us to turn to scripture for spiritual support as 

we think about this song.  

In Psalm 29:11 we read the following: “May the Lord give strength to the people! May the Lord 

bless his people with peace!” When we sing God Bless America, I pray that we will think of this 

scripture from Psalm 29. If we are singing the song out of a sense of patriotic pride, we may be missing 

the point. If we sing it as a prayer of thanksgiving and praise, we may come closer to the closing lines of 

Psalm 29 noted above. Irving Berlin offered God Bless America during a time of world upheaval and 

terrible inhumanity in Nazi Germany. America needed a word of sustaining strength and hope for the 

maintenance of peace in our country, despite the rise of hate across the sea, as well as in our midst 

(various pro-Hitler groups). The song is a reminder of the presence of God in our midst and the abiding 

peace that presence provides. Rather than prideful boasting, we should sing God Bless America with a 

prayerful sense of God’s grace available to all who long for peace in the world. 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 
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