
A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear Grandbaby Saints, 

 The passing of one’s faith on to others is probably one of the most important things we can do in life. 

Sometimes the smallest thing may make a tremendous impact on the life of another person. So do not be shy in 

sharing what you have experienced in your relationship with God or the results of the leading of the Holy Spirit 

on your life. We know the importance of parents concerning the raising up of faithful children. And we understand 

that it may take a village to raise a child. Part of this thinking also centers on the importance of intergenerational 

influences. Indeed, I can still remember sitting next to my grandmother in church each Sunday when I was four 

years old. The warm comforting feeling and sense of well-being is something I shall never forget. 

In thinking about grandparents and the raising up of children and the passing on of one’s faith, I realized that 

our nation has designated the first Sunday after Labor Day each September as Grandparents Day. It is not a 

national holiday, but, like Mother’s Day and Father’s Day is set aside to honor grandparents. The history behind 

the establishment of this day is important to review. 

The driving force behind the establishment of National Grandparents Day was Marian Lucille Herndon 

McQuade. According to legacyproject.org,  

Mrs. McQuade has modestly referred to herself as "just a housewife," but her unending work to 

establish and publicize the holiday marks her as a true community leader. She spent much of her life 

advocating for older adults. In 1971 she was elected Vice-Chair of the West Virginia Committee on 

Aging and appointed as a delegate to the White House Conference on Aging. In 1972, Mrs. McQuade's 

efforts resulted in President Richard Nixon proclaiming a National Shut-in Day. She served as President 

of the Vocational Rehabilitation Foundation, Vice-President of the West Virginia Health Systems 

Agency, and was appointed to the Nursing Home Licensing Board, among many other involvements. 

In 1970 Marian McQuade began a grassroots effort to establish a special day to recognize the grandparents and 

more importantly appreciate the contributions of senior citizens. She made the point during her efforts that she 

really intended for people to “adopt” a grandparent who might be homebound or in a nursing home to love as 

they would their own grandparent. Eventually, after much hard work, National Grandparents Day was finally 

signed into law by President Jimmy Carter in 1978. 

 In 2 Timothy 1:5 we read: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 

Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.” Paul reminds Timothy of the faith that has been 

passed down to him from his grandmother Lois. As we journey through life, we often need these kinds of gentle 

reminders of where we come from, but more importantly where we belong. I pray that on September 12, you will 

remember your grandparents, and if they are still alive, tell them how much they mean to you. I also pray that you 

will remember those grandparents who are alone without the presence of family to help them remember how 

much they are cherished. 

 

Pastor Dennis 


