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COMING IN AUGUST 

 

           Tuesdays, August 3, 17 & 31 - Grief Support Group with Ann Akin in the parlor at 1:30 p.m. 

  

           Wednesdays, August 11, 18, 25 - Pastor’s Devotional at 1:00 p.m. 

 

           Sunday, August 1 – Tenth Sunday After Pentecost/ Imagine No Malaria Sunday 

  

           Sunday, August 8 – Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost/Shared Ministries Sunday 

 

           Friday, August 13- Saturday, August 14 – NWTX Annual Conference at Overton Hotel Lubbock – 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

  

           Sunday, August 15 – Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

           Sunday, August 22 – Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost/50th Anniversary Celebration 

 

           Sunday, August 29 – Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

 

 

August Birthdays -- August 7-Sue Cates, August 17-Rhonda Giussani, August 24-Joyce Peters, August 29-Harold Foley 

 

Anniversaries -- August 9-Dennis & Sue Cates, August 16-Don & Virginia Yarbrough 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50 Years United in Christ:  

A Celebration 
 

You are invited to join us on  

August 22, 2021, as we celebrate 50 years of 

worship at Christ United Methodist Church, 

Levelland, TX. The worship service will be 

at 10:45 with a special message from 

District Superintendent Les Hall, followed 

by food, fellowship, and memories. 

 

 

 

 

Northwest Texas Annual Conference 
Friday & Saturday, August 13th & 14th  

Overton Hotel Lubbock Texas 

8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shared Ministries Sunday 
 

Sunday August 8th  

Please consider this on going offering to support our 

conference and the UMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word from the Pastor 
 

 

Dear Anniversary Saints, 

 

 As you know, we will be celebrating fifty years 

of ministry as Christ United Methodist Church during 

our Sunday worship service on August 22, 2021. Our 

church began when the congregations of Wesley UMC 

and St. Luke UMC voted to merge at their respective 

charge conferences on August 21, 1971. The first 

worship service as the newly formed congregation 

occurred on August 29, 1971. I think it is important to 

reflect on the significance of that merger. 

 The United Methodist Church was formed from 

the merger The Methodist Church and Evangelical 

United Brethren in 1968. One of the changes that took 

place with this merger was the elimination of the Central 

Jurisdiction. The Central Jurisdiction had been a part of 

the Methodist Church for some time and was a means of 

maintaining segregation within the church. Methodist 

churches that were African American were served by 

African American pastors appointed within the Central 

jurisdiction. The jurisdiction covered the entire country, 

meaning that a pastor could be moved from one part of 

the United States to another. Among the white churches, 

pastors were appointed within conferences that were 

more geographically limited. With the formation of the 

United Methodist Church in 1968, the Central 

Jurisdiction was eliminated, and African American 

pastors became members of the conferences in which 

they currently served. Thus, white pastors could now 

serve churches that were traditionally African American 

and African American pastors could be appointed to 

serve traditionally white congregations. This did not 

occur at first and still is not widespread. This is why 

what happened on August 21, 1971 is so significant. 

 During a time and within a nation where 

segregation was still a norm that was beginning to see 

changes, a white church and an African American 

church decided to join together permanently in ministry. 

Rather than absorbing one church into the other, they 

decided to “do a new thing”. The new thing was to form 

a new congregation with a new name. They sold the 

property where St. Luke stood and began holding 

services together at the Wesley UMC site. The early 

days of this union were not rosy. Some people left. Some 

people in the community objected. Yet, despite all of 

that, God’s word continued to be preached and disciple 

making continued. What a legacy! 

 On August 22, 2021, we will rejoice in our 

church’s past and look forward to our future as servants 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We will worship as 

they did on that first Sunday in 1971 and we will 

fellowship afterward with good food and fond memories 

I pray that each of you will make plans to join together 

with your brothers and sisters in Christ and continue the 

legacy that began fifty years ago. We are Christ United 

Methodist Church and have always stood for diversity 

and unity. May each of you come with joy in your hearts 

and conviction in your souls so that the mission of this 

church will continue for another fifty years. 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 
 


